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PREFACE. 


| Reaching of Crna is Speaking to a 
few of Mankind Printing of Books 
is Talking to the whole World. The Pai- 


fon Preſcribes himſelf, and addreſſes to the 
pros Auditory with the Appellation of 


y Brethren ; but he that Prints a Book, 
ought to Preface it with a Noverint Uni- 
verſi, Knontall Men by theſe Preſents. 

The proper Inference drawn from this re- 
marbable Obſervation, is, That tho he that 


Preaches from the Pulpit ought to be careful 
of bis Words, that nothing paſs from him 


with an eſpecial Sanction of Truth; 


but 
75 he that Prints and Publiſhes to all the 


orld, has a tenfold Obligation. * 
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The Sermon is 4 Sound of Words ſpoken 
i the. Ear, and prepir@"only for prifen 
Meditation, and extends no farther than the 
a ſtrength of Memory can convey it; a Book 
Printed is a Record; reaining in every 
Man's Poſſeſſion, always ready to renew its 
 Acquaintance with his Memory, and alwgys 
raady:,to be Folie as an Authority or Viu- 
cher to any Reports he makes out of it; and 
conveys its Contents for Ages to come, ts the 
Eternity of mortal Time, when the Anthtr 
is forgotten in his Grave, . 
Kren be il grounded, if the Ps 
cher rmpoſes, upon 15, he treſpaſſes on a few; 
. but if a Book Printed ohtrudes a Falſhoo: 
if @. Man tells a Lye in Print, he abuſes 
Mankind, and impoſes upan the whole World, 
be cauſes our Children to tell Lyes after us, 
and their Children after them, to the End of 
the World. By tn Ree aq 
= Dis Obſervation I thought good to make 
by -way of. Preface, to let the World know, 
that when I go about a Work in which I muſt 


tell a great many Stories, which may in their || + 
own nature ſeem incredible, and in which \ 


muſt expect a great. part of Mankind will 
fs paueſtion 
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queſtion the  Sincerity of the Relatar ; I did 


not do it without a particular ſence upon. me 
q the proper Duty of a bftoriang wy? the 
abundant Duty laden wa to be Tory mary 
what he conweys. to Poſterity. _ 
Teannot be ſa ignorant of 7 my own Intenti- 
ont, as not to know, that in many ſes? 1 
hal af the Divine, and dram neceſſary pr 
wat Iere * the extraordinary - 
N {ths Book, and ſome Digreſſt- 
- ONS which 1 72 may not be altogether uſeleſs 
in this Caſe. 

And while I pretend t to 4 ; thing fa falema, 
 dcannet, but premiſe 1 ſhould ſtand convited 
of a double ts poſture, to forge a, Story, and 
«then preach R Jorg to. the Reader from a 


' Grime greater than that I would hape him te. 


Pen of : endeaypuring by. a Lye to correct 
on Reader's U and fin againſt Truth to 
. ig the Reader off from finning againſt 


4 M this ſeore, tho the Undertaking be 


we difficult among ſach an. infinite variety 
c Carcumſtances, to keep, exactly within the 


: e of Truth; yet. 1 have this. poſitrue, 
urance. with me, that in all the een by 
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Relation, if the leaſt Miſtake happen,Jit ſhall 


not be mine. > N en WM. | 
If Tulge right, Tis the Duty T ˖ 
| ſtorian to ſet every thing in its own. Light, 
and to convey matter of fact upon its. Iii | 
mate Aut horit), and no other : I mean thus, | 
(for I wou'd be as explicit as, I can) That | 
where a Story is vouch'd to him with ſufficient | 
Authority, he ought to give the World.the 
ſt * Teſtimonial of its proper Voucher, . | 
he Is not juſt to the Stary: and where it 
comes without ſuch ſufficient a be 
ought to ſay ſo.; otherm — 4 is not Juſt to 
— If. In the f firſt Caſe he injures the Hi- 
ſtory, by leaving it doubtful where it might 
be confirm'd pa. all _ of queſtion ; in 
the laſt he injures his own Reputation, by 
taking upon himſelf the Riſque, in caſe it 
proves a Miſtake, of Caving the Rep charge 
bim with a Forgery. . 
And indeed, I cannot but own is Juſt, 
that if I tell a Story in Print for a Truth 
which proves otherwiſe, unlefs I, at the ſame. 
time, give proper Caution to the Reader, by 
owning the Uncertainty of my Knowledge in 


the 


| The' Preface! 
the" matter , "tis I imp ſe upon the 
World; m „le is Hh and te Tye 
is my wh Fe II ALL 

7 7 mate all theſs ball Obe watt, 
partly to infor the Reader, that I have not 
undertaken this 'Work without the ſerious 
Conſideration of "what I owe to Truth, and 
to Feſterity; nor without a Sence of the er- 
traordinary Pariet ty and Novelty of the Kela. 
tion. 

I am ſenſible, that the want of this ca. 
on is the Foundation of that great Mi for- 
tune we hade in matters of ancient Hiſtory; 
in which the Impudence, the Ribaldry, the 
empty Flouriſhes, the little Regard to Taz, 
and the Foodrieſs of telling a ſtrange 5 
has dwindled a great many valuable Pieces 
of ancient Hiſtory into meer Romance. 

How are the Lives of ſome of our moſt 
fans Men, nay the Actions of whole Ages, 
dromned in Fable ? Not that there wanted 
Pen-men to write, but that their Writings 
were continually r with ſuch Rhodomon- 
tades of the Authors that Poſteriry rejected 
rv as m—_ 


A 4 From 
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From hence at comes to paſs that Matters 
Fact are handed down to Poſterity with 
o little Certainty, that nothing is to be de- 


pended upon; from hence the uncertain Ac» 


count of Things and Achang in the remoter 
_— f the World, 

nealogies as well as 4tchievements of Belus 
fors, the Hiſtories and Originals of Saturn 
Jupiter, and the reſt of the Celeſtial 
Rablle, who Mankind bawe been a- 
ſham d to have call d Gods, had they had 
the-true Account of their diſſolute, exorbitant, 


* 


Au inbamane Liver. | 


Firm Men we may deſcend to Action: and 
this prodigious Looſeneſs of the Pen has con- 
founded Hiſtory and Fable from the begm- 
ning of both. Thus the great Flood in Deu- 
_ Time is Le to\paſs for eee 
verſal Deluge : the Ingenuity of 
who by a Clue of Thread or eg the I, 
ptian Maze, which was thought im 

is grown into a Fable ef making himſelf a 
parr of Wings, and flying through the Air :—- 


| the great Drought and violent Heat of: Sum- 


mer, thought to be the Time when the Great 
Famine 


the confaunding the Ge- | 


The Pre 


feorch'd the — fo that they have 


lem lack in thoſe Parts ever fince 
Theſe, and ſuch like ri Stuff, have 
been the Efecls of the Pagzantry of Hift ori- 


ans" in former Ages : and I mipht deſcend 


nearer home, to the Legends of Fabulous Hi- | 


which have ſwallow'd up the Actions of 
7 _ Se King Arthur, the 
og, and the Britain, the 
rge and the Dragon, Guy 


e Bevis of Southany- 


| 8 and the like. 
1 for better Conduci in the enſu- 


ing Hiſtory : and tho ſome Things here re- 


lated fhall have equal Wonder due to them, 
Poſterity ſhall not have equal Occaſion to dif- 

truſt the Verity of the Relation. 
I confeſs . is room fer abundance of 


extendedthan i in any other cafe e,n6 Story being 
el to be crowded with. yay Cireumſtan- 


ces, 


1 


8 22 and N 


Romance, becauſe the Subject may be ſafer 
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| * 7 . 4 + nf +. 4 1* \ 
ces, bat Infinite Pomer, which "7s all along. 
concern ¶ with us in every Relation, is ſup- 


pos d capable of making true. 1 55 

| - Tet we ſhall no. where ſo Treſpaſs upon 
Fa, as to oblige Infinite. Power to the ſhew- 
ing more Miracles than it intended. 


It muſt be allow'd; That when Nature 
was put into ſo much Confuſion, and the Sur- 
face of the Earth and Sea felt ſuch extraordi- 


nary 4 Diſorder, innumerable Accidents would 


fall out that till the like Occaſion happen'may 


neder more be ſeen,” and umleſs a like Otcaſton 


had bappen'd could never before be heard of: 


wherefore the particular Circum ſtarices being 


fo wonder fr ul, ſerve but to remember Poſteri- 
ty of the more wonderful Extreme, which was 


the immediate Cauſe. 


Tue Uſes anl Application made from this 
Terrible Doctrine, I leave to the Men of the 


Pulpit ; only take the freedom to obſerve, that 
when Heaven it ſelf lays down the Doctrine, 


all Men are ſummon d to make 4 pplications 


by themſelves. 


The main Inference I ſhall pretend to ma FP 
or at leaſt venture the expoſmg to publick” 
View, in this cafe, -is, the ſtrang Evidence 


God 


"0 


The Preface. | 
God has. been pleat d to give in this terrible 
manner to. his. own Being, which Mankind 


began more than ever to affront and. deſpiſe -1 
And I cannat but have ſo much Charity for 


the worſt of my Fellow-Creatures, that I be- 


lieve no Man war ſo hard ned againſt tbe 
Sence of his Maker, but he felt ſome Shocks 


of his wicked Confidence from the Candul ſions 
of Nature at this time, | 
I cannot believe any Man ſo rooted in A- 


theiſtical Opinions, a/ not to find ſome Cauſe 


and a little to apprehend the Poſſibility of a 
Supreme Being, when he felt the terrible Blaſts 
of this Tempeſt. I cannot doubt but the A- 


tq doubt whether he was not in the x 


theiſt s hard ned Soul trembF'd a little as well 


as his Houſe, and he felt ſome Nature asking 


him ſome little Queſtions; as theſe --- Am not 


I miſtaken? Certainly there is ſome ſuch 


thing as a God ---- What can all this be? 

What is the Matter in the World ? 
Certain'y Atheiſm is one of the moſt Irra- 
tional Principles in the World ; there is ſome- 
thing incongruous in it with the Teſt of Hu- 
mane Policy, becauſe there is a Riſque in the 
Miſtake one way, and none another. If the 
| | : Chriſtian 
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 Chriftianis miſtaken, and it ſhould at laſt ap- 
peur that there is no Future State, God or 
Devil, Reward or Puniſhment, where is the 


1 of it? All he has loft is, that he has 


praftis u a few needleſs Mortifications, and 
took the pains to live a little more like a Man 
than he wou'd have done. But if the Atheiſt 
is miſtaken, he has brought all the Powers, 
whoſe Being he deny'd, upon his Back, has 
provok'd the Infinite in the higheſt manner, 
and muſt at laſt ſink under the Anger of him 
whoſe Nature he has always diſown'd. 
I would recommend this Thought to any 
Man to confider of, one Way he can looſe 
nothing, the other he may be undone. Cer- 
* tainly a wiſe Man would never run ſuch an 
unequal Riſque : a Man cannot anſwe? it to 
Common Arguments, the Law of Numbers, 
and the Rules of Proportion are againſt him. 
No Gameſter will ſet at ſuch a Main; no 
Aan will lay ſuch a Wager, where he may 
loſe, but cannot win. = 
Theres another unhappy Misfortune-.in 
the Miſtake too, that it can never be diſco- 
der d tull tis too late to remedy. He that re- 
ſolves to die an Atheiſt, ſhuts the Door a- 
gainſt being convinc'd in tine. If 
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If it ſhou'd fo fall out, as who can tell, 
But that there is a God, a Heaven, and 
1 Bell. 

Mankind had beſt confider well for Fear, 
; 't ſhould be too late when his Miſtakes 


) àppeèéar. 


I ſhould not pretend to ſet up for an In- 
ftruftor in this Caſe, were not the Inference 
ſo exceding Juſt ; who can but preach where 
there is ſuch à Text? when God himſelf. 


fpeaks his own Power, he expects we ſhould 
aw juſt Inferences Nr. it, both for out 


Selves and our Friends. 


If one Man, in an Hundred Years, ſhall 
arrive at a Conviction of the Being of bis 
Maker, *tis very well worth my While to write 
it, and to bear the Character of an imperti- 
nent Fellow from all the reſt. 

I thought to make ſome Apology for the 
Meanneſs of Stile, and the Method, which 
may be a little unuſual, of Printing Letters 
from the Country in their own Stile. 

For the laſt I only leave this ſhort Reaſon - 
with the Reader, the Deſire I had to keep 


cloſe 


The Preface: 


cloſe to the Truth, and hand my Relation with 


the true Authorities from whence Ireceid d it; 
together with ſome Juſtice to the Gentlemen 
concern d, who, eſpecially in Caſes of Delive- 
rances, are willing to record the Teſtimonial 
of the Mercies they received, and to | ſet their 
Hands to the humble Acknowledgment. The 
Plainneſs and Honeſty of the Story will plead 
for the Meanneſs of the Stile in many of the 
Letters, and the Reader cannot want Eyes to 
ſee what ſort of People ſome of them come 


om. 
| Others ſpeak for themſelves, and being 
writ by Men of Letters, as well as Men of 
Principles, I have not Artogance enough to 
attempt a Correction either of the Senſe or 
Stile ; and if I had gone about it, ſhould 
have injur d both Author and Reader. 
T heſe come dreſſed in their mn Words be- 


cauſe I aught not, and thoſe becauſe I could not 


mend em. I am perſmaded, they are all dreſs d 


in the deſirable, though I Garb 


of Truth, and I doubt not but Poſterity will 
read them with Pleaſure. 3 

| The Gentlemen, who have taken the Pains 
to collect and tranſmit the Particular Relations 


here 


* 
i a. nnn 1 a a _ _ 
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bere made publick, I hope will have their End 
anſwered in this Eſſay, conzeying hereby to 
the Ages to come the Memory of the dreadfuleſt 
and moſt univerſal Judgment that ever Al- 
mighty Power thought fit to bring upon this 
Part of the World. = 
| = as * 1 the true Natide and Ori- 
inal Deſign of the firſt Undertaking, abſtra- 
Fed e 1y Part N the P 1 
tage, the Editor and Undertakers of this 
Mork, having their Ends entirely anſwer d, 
hereby grve 3 ir humble Thanks to all thoſe 
Gentlemen who have ſo far approvd the Sin- 


erity- of their | Deſign as to contribute their 


Trouble, and help forward by tbeir juſt Ob- 
ſervations, the otherwiſe very 212 Vnller- 


AR. oo | 
T Poſterity will but make the defired Im- 
provement both of the Collectors Pains, ac 


well as the ſeveral Gentlemens Care in furniſh- 


ing the Particulars, T dare ſay they will all 


acknowledge their End fully anſwer d, and 
none more readily than 


The Ages Humble Servant. 
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CHAR 
of the Natural Cauſes and Original of Winds. 


HOUGH a Syſtem of Exhalation, 
Dilation, and Extenſion, things 
which the Aricients founded the Do- 

| ctrine of Winds upon, be not my di- 

rect Buſineſs; yet it cannot but be needful to 

the preſent Deſign to Note, that the Difference 
in the Opinions of the Ancients, about the Na- 
ture and Original of Winds, is a Leading Step to 
one Aſſertion which I have advanc'd in all that 

I have ſaid with Relation to Winds, 01S, That 

there ſeems to be more of God in the whole 

Appearance, than in any other Part of Ope- 

rating Nature, „ | 

Nor do I think I need explain my ſelf very 
far in this Notion : L allow the high Origi- 
nal 


(2) 
nal of Nature to be the Great Author of 
all her Actings, and by the ſtri& Rein of his 
Providence, 1s the Continual and Exact Guide 
of. her Executive Power; but till *tis plain 
that in Some of the Principal Parts of Nature 
ſhe is Naked to our Eye, Things appear both 
in their Cauſes and Conſequences, Demon- 
ſtration gives its Aſſiſtance, and finiſhes our 
further Enquiries : for we never enquire after 


God in thoſe Works of Nature which depend- 


ing upon the Courſe of Things are plain and 


demonſtrative; but where we find Nature de- 


fective in her Diſcovery, where we ſee Effects 
but cannot reach their Cauſes ; there 'tis moſt 
juſt, and Nature her ſelf ſeems to direct us to 
it, to end the rational Enquiry, and reſolve 
it into Speculation : Nature plainly refers us 
beyond her Self, to the Mighty Hand of Infi- 
nite Power, the Author of Nature, and Ori- 
ginal of all Cauſes. - * 
Among theſe Arcana of the Sovereign Oe- 
conomy, the Winds are laid as far back as any. 
Thoſe Ancient Men of Genius who rifled Na- 
ture by the Torch. Light of Reaſon even to 
her very Nudities, have been run a- ground in 
this unknown Channel; the Wind bas blown 
out the Candle of Reaſon, and left them all 


in the Datk. 

Ariſtotle, in his Problems, Se&. 23. calls the 
Wind Aeris Impulſum, Seneca ſays, Ventus eft 
Aer Fluens, The Stoicks held it, Motum aut 
Fluxionem Aeris. Mr. Hobs, Air mov'd =, 
„ „ di- 


(3) 
direct or undulating Motion. Fournier, LeVent 
et un Movement Agitation de I Air Cauſi par des 
Exhalations et Vaponrs, The Moderns, a Hot 
and Dry Exhalation repuls'd by Antiperiſta- 
{is 3 Des Cartes defines it. Venti Nibil ſunt z1fe 


Moti & Dilati Vapores. And various other Opi- 


nions are very judiciouſly collected by the 
Learned Mr. Bohun in his Treatiſe. of the 
Origin and Properties of Wind, P. 7. and 
concludes, That no oneHypotheſis, how Compre- 
* henſive ſoever, has yet been able to reſolve all the 


* Incident Phenomena of Winds. Bohun of 


Winds, P. 9 | 

This is what I quote them for, and this is 
all my Argument demands; the dcepeſt Search 
into the Region of Cauſe and Conſequence, 
has found out juſt enough to leave the wiſeſt 


Philoſopher in the dark, to bewilder his Head, 


and drown his Underſtanding. You raiſe 


a Storm in Nature by the very Inquiry; and 


at laſt, to be rid of you, ſhe confeſſes the 
Truth, and tells you, It is not in Me, you muſt 
go Home and ask my Father. | 
Whether then it be the Motion of Air, and 
what that Air is, which as yet is undefin'd, whe- 


ther it is a Dilation, a previous Contraction, 


and then violent Extenſion as in Gun-Powder, 
whether the Motion is Direct, Circular, or Ob- 
lique, whether it be an Exhalation repuls'd by 
_ the Middle Region, and the Antiperiſtaſis 
of that Part of the Heavens which is ſet as a 
Wall of Braſs to bind up the nn 
-B 2 an 


(4) 


and keep it within its proper Compaſs for the 
Functions of Reſpiration Condenſing and 
Rarifying, without which Nature would be 
all in Confuſion ; whatever are their efficient 
Cauſes, tis not much to the immediate Deſign, 

'Tis apparent, that God Almighty, whom the 
Philoſophers care as little as poſſible to have 
any thing to do with, ſeems to have reſerv'd 
this, as one of thoſe Secrets in Nature which 
ſhould more directly guide them to himſelf. 
Not but that a Philoſopher may be a Chri- 
ſtian, and ſome of the beſt of the Latter have 
been the beſt of the Former, as Voſſius, Mr. Boyle, 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Lord Verulam, Dr. Harvey, 
and others; and I wiſh I could ſay Mr. Hobbs, 
for *twas Pity there ſhould lie any juſt Ex- 
ceptions to the Piety of a Man, who had fo 
few to his General Knowledge, and an exal- 
ted. Spirit in Philoſophy. 

When therefore I ſay the Philoſophers do 
not care to concern God himſelf in the Search 
after Natural Knowledge; I mean, as it con- 
_ cerns Natural Knowledge, meerly as ſuch ; for 
tis a Natural Cauſe they ſeek, from a General 
Maxim, That all Nature has its Cauſe within 
it ſelf : *tis true, 'tis the Darkeſt Part of the 
Search, to trace the Chain backward ; to begin 
at the Conſequence, and from thence hunt 
Connter, as we may call it, to find out the 
Cauſe : *twould be much eaſter if we could 
begin at the Cauſe, and trace it to all its Con- 
ſequences, , 

I make 


eee —& Oo > = © 
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find it. 


4 


To. 


I make no Queſtion, the Search would be 
equally to the Advantage of Science, and the 
Improvement of the World ; for without 
Doubt there are ſome Conſequences of known 
Cauſes which are not yet diſcover'd, and I am 
as ready to believe there are yet in Nature 
ſome Terra Incoznita both as to Cauſe and 
Conſequence too. 

In this Search after Cauſes, the Philoſo- 
pher, tho' he may at the ſame Time be a very 
good Chriſtian, cares not at all to meddle 
with his Maker: the Reaſon is plain; We 
may at any time reſolve all things into Infinite 
Power, and we do allow that the Finger of 
Infinite is the Firſt Mighty Cauſe of Nature 
her ſelf : but the Treaſury of Immediate Cauſe 
is generally committed to Nature ; and if at 
any Time we are driven to look beyond her, tis 
becauſe we are out of the way: tis not be- 
cauſe it is not in her, but becauſe we cannot 


Two Men met in the Middle of a great 
Wood ; One was ſearching for a Plant which 
grew in the Wood, the Other had loſt him- 
ſelf in the Wood, and wanted to get out: 


The Latter rejoyc'd when thro' the Trees he. 


ſaw the open Country; but the Other Man's 
Buſineſs was not to get out, but to find what 
he look'd for : yet this Man no more under- 
valued the Pleaſantneſs of the Champion 
Country than the other, 
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66) 
Thus in Nature the Philoſopher's Buſineſs 
is not to look through Nature, and come to 
- the vaſt open Field of Infinite Power; his 

Buſineſs is in the Wood ; there grows the 
Plant he looks for; and 'tis there he muſt find 
it. Philoſophy's a-ground if it is forc'd to 
any further Enquiry, The Chriſtian begins 
juſt where the Philoſopher ends ; and when 
the Enquirer turns his Eyes up to Heaven, 
Farewel Philoſopher ; tis a Sign he can make 
nothing of it here. 

David was 2 good Man, the Scripture gives 
him that Teſtimony ; but I am of the Opini- 
on, he was a better King than a Scholar, more 
a Saint than a Philoſopher : and it ſeems very 
proper to judge that David was upon the Search 

of Natural Cauſes, and found himſelf puzzled 
as to the Enquiry, when he finiſhes the En- 
quiry with two pious Ejaculations, hex I view 
the Heavens the Works of thy Hands, the Moon 
and the Stars which thou haſt made; then I ſay, 
what is Man David may very rationally 
be ſuppos'd to be ſearching the Cauſes, Mo- 
tions, and Influences of Heavenly Bodies; 
and finding his Phyiloſophy a-ground, and 
the Diſcovery not to anſwer his Search, he 

turns it all to a pious Uſe, recognizes Infinite 
Power, and applies it to the Exſtaſics and 
Raptures of his Sonl, which were always em- 
ploy'd in the Charm of exalted Praiſe. 

Thus in another Place we find him diſſecting 
the Womb of his Mother, and deep in the 
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Study of Anatomy; but having. as it may be 
well ſappoſed, no Help from Johan Kemelin:, 
or of the Learned Riolanus, and other Ana- 
tomiſts, famous for the moſt exquiſite Diſco- 
very of human Body, and all the Veſſels of 
Life, with their proper Dimenſions and Uſe, 
all David could ſay to the Matter was, Good 
Man, to look up to Heaven, and admire what 
he could not underſtand, Pſal.— -- I was 
fearfully and wonderfully made, &c. 


This is very Good, and well becomes a Pül- 
pit; but what's all this to a Philoſopher ? *Tis 


not enough for him to know that God has 
made the Heavens, the Moon, and the 
Stars, but muſt inform himſelf where he has 
plac'd them, and why there; and what their 
Buſineſs, what their Influences, their Functi- 
ons, and the End of, their Being, Iis not 
enough for an Anatomiſt to know that he is 
fearfully and wonderfully made in the lower- 


moſt Part of the Earth, but he muſt fee thoſe 


lowermoſt Parts; ſearch into the Method Na- 


ture proceeds upon in the performing the Ot- 


fice appointed, muſt ſearch the Steps ſhe takes, 
the Tools ſhe works by; and in ſhort, know 
all that the God of Nature has permitted to 
be capable of Demonſtration. | 

And it ſeems a juft Authority for our 
Search, that ſome things are ſo plac'd in Na- 
ture by a Chain of Cauſés and Effects, that 


upon a diligent Search we may find out what 


we look for: To ſearch after what God has 
B 4 | K 11 
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in his Sovereignty thought fit to conceal, 
may be criminal, and doubtleſs is fo ; and the 
Fruitleſneſs of the Enquiry 1s generally Part 
of the Puniſhment to a vain Curioſity: but 
to ſearch after what our Maker has not hid, 
only cover'd with a thin Veil of Natural Ob- 
ſcurity, and which upon our Search is plain 
to be read, ſeems to be juſtified by the very 
Nature of the thing, and the Poſſibility of the 
Demonſtration is an Argument to prove the 
Lawfulneſs of the Enquiry. _ 

The Deſign of this Digreſfion, is, in 
ſhort, That as where Nature is plain to be 
ſearch'd into, and Demonſtration eaſy, the 
Philoſopher is allow'd to ſeek for it; fo where 
God has, as it were, laid his Hand upon any 
Place, and Nature preſents us with an univer- 


= ll Blank, we are therein led as naturally to 


recognize the Infinite Wiſdom and Power of 
the God of N ature, as David was in the Texts 
before quoted. 

And this is the Caſe here; the Winds are 
ſome of thoſe Inſcrutables of Nature, in which 
humane Search has not yet been able to arrive 
at any Demonſtration. 

* The Winds, ſays the Learned Mr. Bohun, 

* are generated in the Intermediate Space be- 

* tween the Earth and the Clouds, either by 
ERarefaction or Repletion, and ſometimes 
: * haply by preſſure of Clouds. Elaſtical Vir- 
tue of the Air, &c. from the Earth or Seas, 

* 25 by Submarine orSubterraneal Eruption or 
Deſcenſion 


tg) 


Deſcenſion or Refilition from the middle 
* Region. 

All this, Mough no Man 1s more capable 
of the Enquiry than this Gentleman, yet to 
the Demonſtration of the thing, amounts to 
no more than what we had before, and ſtill 
leaves it as Abſtruſe and Cloudy to our Un. 
derſtanding as ever. 


Not but that 1 think my ſelf bound in Du- | 


ty toScience in General, = pay a juſt Debt to 
the Excellency of philoſo ophical Study, in 
which I am a meer Junior, 
more than an Admirer ; and therefore I can- 
not but allow that the Demonſtrations made 
of Rarefaction and Dilatation are extraordi- 
nary ; and that by Fire and Water Wind may 
be rais'd in a cloſe Room, as the Lord Ve- 
rulam made Experiment in the Caſe of his Fea- 
thers. 

But that therefore all the Cauſes of Wind 
are from the Influences of the Sun upon va- 
porous Matter firſt Exhal'd, which being Di- 
lated are oblig'd to poſſeſs themſelves of more 
Space than before, and conſequently make the 
Particles fly before them; this does not ſeem 
to be a ſufficient Demonſtration of Wind : 
for this, to my weak Apprehenſion, would 
rather make a Blow like Gun-Powder than a 
ruſhing forward; at beſt this is indeed a 
probable Conjecture, but admits not of De- 
monſtration equal to other Phænomena in 
Nature. 


And 


and hardly any 
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And this is all I am upon, viz. That this 
Caſe has not equal Proofs of the Natural Cau- 
' ſes of it that we meet with ingother Caſes : 
The Scripture ſeems to confirm this, when it 
ſays in one Place, He holds the Wind in bis 
Hand; as if he ſhould mean, Other things are 
left to the Common Diſcoveries of Natural 
Inquiry, but this is a thing he holds in his 
own Hand, and has conceal'd it from the Search 
of the moſt Diligent and Piercing Underſtand- 
ing: This is further confirm'd by the Words 
of our Saviour, The Wind blows where it liſt. 
eth, and thou heareſt the Sound thereof, but 
Enoweſt not whence it cometh ; tis plainly ex- 
preſs d to ſignify that the Cauſes of the Wind 
are not equally diſcover'd by Natural Enquiry 
as the reſt of Nature is. 

If I would carry this Matter on, and travel 
into the Seas, and Mountains of America, 
where the Manſones, the Trade-Winds, the 
Sca-Breezcs, and ſuch Winds as we have little 
Knowledge of, are more common ; it would 
yet more plainly appear, That we hear the 
Sound, but know not from whence they come. 

Nor is the Cauſe of their Motion parallel 
to the Surſace of the Earth, a leſs Myſtery 
than their real Original, or the Difficulty of 
their Generation: and though ſome People 
have been forward to prove the Gravity of 
the Particles muſt cauſe the Motion to be ob- 
lique; tis plain it muſt be very little ſo, or 
elſe Navigation would be impracticable, and 
0 in 
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in extroardinary Caſes where the Preſſure a- 
bove is perpendicular, it has been fatal to 
Ships, Houſes, GO. and would have terrible 
Effects in the World, if it ſhould more fre- 
gently be ſo. | 
From this Idraw only this Concluſion, That 
the Winds are a Part of the Works of God 
by Nature, in which he has been pleaſed to 
communicate leſs of Demonſtration to us than 
in other Caſes; that the Particulars more di- 
realy lead us to Speculations, and refer us to 
Infinite Power more than the other Parts of 
Nature does. | | 
That the Wind is more expreſſive and 


adapted to his Immediate Power, as he is 


pleas'd to exert it in extraordinary Caſes in 
the World. 
That 'tis more frequently made uſe of ag 


the Executioner of his Judgments in the 
World, and extraordinary Events are brought 


to paſs by it. | 

From theſe three Heads we are brought 
down directly to ſpeak of the Particular Storm 
before us; viz. The Greateſt, the Longeſt in 
Duration, the wideſt in Extent, of all- the 
Tempeſts and Storms that Hiſtory gives any 
Account of fince the Beginning of Time. 

In the further Conduct of the Story, twill 
not be foreign to the Purpoſe, nor unprofita- 


ble to the Reader, to review the Hiſtories af 


ancient Time and remote Countries, and exa- 


mine in what Manner God has been pleas'd to 
- - _-" 0 
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execute his Judgments by Storms and Tem- 
peſts; what kind of things they have been, 
and what the Conſequences of them; and 
then bring down the Parallel to the Dreadful 
Inſtance before us. | 

We read in the Scripture of Two Great 
Storms; One paſt, and the Other to come. 
Whether the laſt be not Allegorical. rather 
than Prophetical, 1 ſhall not buſie my ſelf to 
determine. 

The Firſt was when God cauſed a ſtrong 
Wind to blow upon the Face of the Delug'd 
World ; to put a (top to the Flood, and re- 
duce the Waters to their proper Channel. 

I wiſh our Naturaliſts would explain that 
Wind to us, and tell us which way it blew, 
or how it is poſſible that any dire& Wind 
could cauſe the Waters to ebb ; for to me it 
feems, that the Deluge being univerſal, that 
Wind which blew the Waters from one Part 
muſt blow them up in another. 

Whether it was not ſome perpendicular 
Guſts that might by their Force ſeparate the 
Water and the Earth, and cauſe the Water 
driven from off the Land to ſubſide by its own 
Preſſure. | DEE: 

I ſhall dive no farther into that myſterious 
Deluge, which has ſome things in it which 
recommend the Story rather to our Faith than 
Demonſtration. 

The Other Storm I find in the Scripture is 
inthe Þ Coal ſhall rain upon the Wick- 

| ed, 
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ed, Plagnes, Fire, and a horrible Tempeſt, What 
this ſhall be, we wait to know; and happy 
are they who ſhall be ſecured from its Effects. 

_ Hiſtories are full of Inſtances of violent 
Tempeſts and Storms in ſundry particular Pla- 
ces. What that was, which mingled with 
ſuch violent Lightnings ſet the Cities of So- 
dom and Gomorrah on fire, remains to me yer 
undecided : nor am] ſatisfied the Effect it had 
on the Waters of the Lake, which are to this 
Day call'd the Dead Sea, are fuch as ſome fa- 
bulous Authors have related, and as Travel- 
lers take upon them to ſay. | 


2 Py — — - — . PR —Ü— . — — ©” —— — 
A — 


CHAP. II 
Of the Opinion of the Ancients, That this 


Iſland was more ſubject to Storms than 


other Parts of the World. 


Am not of Opinion with the early Ages of 

the World, when theſe Iſlands were firſt 
known, that they were the moſt Terrible of 
any Part of the World for Storms and Tem- 

eſts. 

g Cambden tells us, The Britains were diſtin- 
guiſh d from all the World by unpaſſable Seas 
and terrible Northern Winds, which made the 
Albion Shores dreadful to Sailors; and this 


pare 
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part of the World was therefore reckoned the 
utmoſt Bounds of the Northern known Land, 
beyond which none had ever ſailed : and 
quotes a great variety of ancient Authors to 


this purpoſe; ſome of which I preſent as a 
Specimen. 


Et Penitns Toto Diviſos Orbe 2 
Britain's disjoynd from all the well known World. 


- T 2 Littus aduſta, 
_ HForreſcit Ly It, ratibusg; Impervia * Thuke 
ay . Bri= Ipnotumgq; Fretum. 


— | Claud. 


And if the Notions the World then had 
were true, it would be very abſurd for us who 
live here to pretend Miracles in.any Extremes 
of Tempeſts ; ſince by what the Poets of thoſe 
Ages flouriſh'd about ſtormy Weather, was 
the native and moſt proper — of the 
Place: 

Belluoſus qui remotis 
Obſtrepit Oceanus Britannis. Hor. 


Nay, ſome are for placing the Nativity of 
the Winds hereabouts, as if they had been all 
generated here, and the Confluence of Matter 
had made this Iſland its General Rendezvour. 

But I ſhall eaſily ſhow, that there are ſeve- 


ral Places in the World far better adapted to 


be the General Receptacle or Centre of Va- 
pours, to ſupply a Fund of Tempeſtuous Mat- 
ter, than England; as particularly the vaſt 

Lakes 
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Lakes of North America: Of which after- 
wards. | 

And yet I have two Notions, one real, one 
imaginary; of the Reaſons which gave the 
Ancients ſuch terrible Apprehenſions of this 
Part of the World ; which of late we find as 
Habitable and Navigable as any of the reſt. 

The real Occaſion I ſuppoſe thus: That 
before the Multitude and Induſtry of Inhabi- 


tants prevail'd to the managing, encloſing , 


and improving the Country, the vaſt Tract of 
Land in this Iſland which continually lay 
open to the Flux of the Sea, and to the Inun- 
dations of Land-Waters, were as ſo many 
ſtanding Lakes; from whence the Sun conti- 
nually exhaling vaſt quantities of moiſt Va- 
pours, the Air could not but be continually 
crowded with all thoſe Parts of neceſſary Mat- 
ter to which we aſcribe the Original of Winds, 
Rains, Storms, and the like. | 

He that is acquainted with the Situation of 
England, and can reflect on the vaſt Quanti- 
ties of flat Grounds, on the Banks of all our 
navigable Rivers, and the Shores of the Sea, 
which Lands at leaſt lying under Water every 
Spring-Tide, and being thereby continually 
fall of moiſture, were like a ſtagnated ſtand- 
ing body of Water brooding Vapours in the 
Interval of the Tide, muſt own that at leaſt a 
fifteenth part of the wholesIfland may come 
into this Denomination. 


Let 
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Let him that doubts the Truth of this, exa- 
mine a little the Particulars; let him ſtand 
upon Shooters-Hill in Kent, and view the 
Mouth of the River Thames, and conſider 
what a River it muſt be when none of the 
Marſhes on either ſide were wall'd.jn from the 
Sea, and when the Sea without all queſtion 
flow'd up to the Foot of the Hills on either 
Shore, and up every Creek, where he muſt 
allow is now dry Land on either fide the River 


for two Miles in breadth at leaſt, ſometimes. | 
three or four, for above forty Miles on both: 


ſides the River. 


Let him farther reflect, how all theſe Parts 


lay when, as our ancient Hiſtories relate, the 
Daniſh Fleet came up almoſt to Hartford ; ſo 
that all that Range of freſh Marſhes which 
reach for twenty five Miles in length, from 
Ware to the River Thames, muſt be a Sea. 

In ſhort, Let any ſuch conſidering Perſon 
imagine the vaſt Tra& of Marſh-Lands on both 
ſides the River Thames, to Harwich on the E, 
ſex ſide, and to Whitſtable on the Kentiſh fide, 
the Levels of Marſhes up the Stour from Sand- 
wich to Canterbury, the whole Extent of Low- 
grounds commonly call'd Rumney-Marſh, from 
Hythe to Winchelſea, and up the Banks of the 
Rot her; all which put together, and being al- 


Jow'd to be in one place cover'd with Water, 


what a Lake woy'd it be ſuppos'd to make? 
According to the niceſt Calculations I can 
make, it cou'dmat amount to leſs than 500000 
Acres of Land. The 
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The Iſle of Ely, with the Flats up the ſe- 
veral Rivers from Yarmouth to Norwich, Dcc- 
cles, &c. the continu'd Levels in the ſeveral 
Counties of Norfolk, Cambridge, Suffolk, Hun- 
tingdon, Northampton, and Lincoln, I believe 
do really contain as much Land as the whole 
County of Norfolk; and 'tis not many Ages 
ſince theſe Countries were univerſally one vaſt 
Moras or Lough, and the few ſolid parts whol- 
ly unapproachable: inſomuch that the Town 
of Ely it ſelf was a Receptacle for the Male- 
contents of the Nation, where no reaſonable 
Force cou'd come near to diſlodge them, 

'Tis needleſs to reckon up twelve or four- 
teen like Places in England, as the Moores in 


HSnerſelſhire, the Flat-ſhores in Lancaſhire, 


Porkſhire, and Durham, the like in Hampſhire 
and Suſſex; and in ſhort, on the Banks of eve- 
ry Navigable River. | | 22 

The ſum of the matter is this; That while 


J this Nation was thus full of ſtanding Lakes, 


ſtagnated Waters, and moiſt Places, the mul- 
titude of Exhalations muſt furniſh the Air 


with a quantity of Matter for Showers and 


Storms infinitely more than it can be now ſup- 
ply'd withal, thoſe vaſt Tracts of Land being 
now fenc'd off, laid dry, and turn'd into whol- 
{ome and profitable Provinces. 

This ſeems demonſtrated from Ireland, where 
the multitude of Loughs, Lakes, Bogs, and 
moiſt Places, ſerve the Air with Exhalations, 
which give themſelves back again in — 

| and 
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and make it be calld, The Piſs-pot of th: 
World. 

The imaginary Notion I have to advance 
on this Head, amounts only to a Reflection 
upon the Skill of thoſe Ages in the Art of Na- 
vigation; which being far ſhort of what it is 
ſince arrived to, made theſe vaſt Northern 


Seas too terrible for them to venture in: and 


accordingly, they rais'd thoſe Apprehenſions 
up to Fable, which began only in their want | 


of Judgment. 


The Phenicians, who were our firſt Naviga- 
tors, the Genoeſe, and after them the Portu- 
gueſe, who arriv'd to extraordinary Proficien- 
cy in Sca Affairs, were yet all of them, as we 


ſay, Fair-weather Sea-men : The chief of their 


Navigation was Coaſting; and if they were 
driven ont of their Knowledge, had work 
enough to find their way home, and ſometimes | 
never found it at all; but one Sea convey'd Þ 
them directly into the laſt Ocean, from whence | 


no Navigation cou'd return them. 

When theſe, by Adventures, or Miſadven- 
tures rather, had at any time extended their 
Voyaging as far as this Iſland, which, by the 
way, they always perform'd round the Coaſt 
of Spain, Portucal, and France; if ever ſuch 
aà Veſſel return'd, if ever the bold Navigator 


arrived at home, he had done enough to talk | 
on all his Days, and needed no other Diverft- | 


on among his Neighbours, than to give an Ac- 


count of the vaſtScas, mighty Rocks, dcepGulfs, 


and 
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and prodigious Storms he met with in theſe re- 
mote Parts of the knownWorid : and this,ma 8 
ified by the Poctical Arts of the Learned Men 
of thoſe times, grew into a receiv'd Maxim 
of Navigation, That theſe Parts were ſo full 
of conſtant Tempeſts, Storms, and dangerous 
Seas, that 'twas preſent Death-to come near 
them, and none but Madmen and Deſperadoes 
could have any Buſineſs there, ſince they were 
Places where Ships never came, and Naviga- 
tion was not proper in the Place. 


And Thule, where no Paſſage was 
For Ships their Sails to bear. 


Horace has reference to this horrid Part of 
the World, as a Place full of terrible Mon- 
ſters, and fit only for their Habitation, in the 
Words before quoted. 


Belluoſus qui remotis 
Obſtrepit Oceanus Britannis. 


Juvenal follows his Steps; 


Quanto Delpbino Balena Britannica major. juv. 


Such horrid Apprehenfions thoſe Ages had 
of theſe Parts, which by our Experience, and 
the Prodigy tq which Navigation in particu- 
lar, and Sciential Knowledge in general, is ſince 
grown, appear very ridiculous. | 

C 2 For 
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For we find no Danger i in our Shores, noun- 
certain wavering in our Tides no frigbtful Gulfs, 
no horrid Monſters, but what the bold Mariner 
has made familiar to him. The Gulfs which 
frighted thoſe early Sons of Neptune are ſcarch'd 
out by our Seamen, and made uſeful Bays, 
Roads, and Harbours of Safety. The Pro- 


montories which running out into the Sea | 


gave them terrible Apprehenſions of Danger, 


are our Safety, and make the Sailors Hearts 
glad, as they are the firſt Lands they make 
when they are coming Home from a long Voy- 
age, or as they are a good ſhelter when in a 


Storm our Ships get nder their Lee. 


Our Shores are ſounded, the Sands and Flats 2 
are diſcovered, which they knew little or no- | 


thing of, and in which more real Danger hes, 


than! in all the frightful Stories they told us 5 50 


uſeful ca- marks and Land- figures are plac'd on 


the Shore, Buoys on the Water, Light-houſes 


on the higheſt Rocks ; and all theſe dreadful 


Trade, and the Centre of Navigation: Art has 
reconciPd all the Difficulties, and Uſe made 
all the Horribles and Terribles of thoſe Ages 
become as natural and familiar as Day-light. 
The Hidden Sands, almoſt the only real 
Dread of a Sailor, and by which till the Chan- 
nels between them were found out, our Eaſtern 


Coaſt muſt be really unpaſſable, now:ſerve | 


to make Harbours : and Taro. 1th Road was 
made a ſafe Place for Shipping by them. Nay, 
| when 


Parts of the World are become the Seat of | 
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when Portſmouth, Plymouth, and other good 
Harbours would not defend our Ships in the 
Violent Tempeſt we are treating of, here was 
the leaſt Damage done of any Place in Eng- 
land, conſidering the Number of Ships 
which lay at Anchor, and the Openneſs of 
the Place. a 

So that upon the whole it ſeems plain to 
me, that all the diſmal things the Ancients 
told us of Britain, and her terrible Shores, a- 
roſe, from the Infancy of Marine Knowledge, 
and the Weakneſs of the Sailor's Courage. 

Not but that I readily allow we are more 
ſabject to bad Weather and hard Giles of 
Wind than the Coaſts af Spain, Italy, and 
W Barbary - But if this be allow'd, our Improve- 
ment in the Art of Building Ships is ſo conſi- 
derable, our Veſſels are fo prepar'd to ride out 
the moſt violent Storms, that the Fury of 
the Sea is rhe lJea@Wing our Sailors teary 
Keep them but from a Lee Shore, or touchin 
upon a Sand, they'll venture all the reſt : and 
nothing is a greater ſatisfaction to them, if 
they have a Storm in view, than a ſound Bot- 
tom and good. Sea-r90m. 

From hence it comes to paſs, that ſuch 
Winds as in thoſe Days wou'd have pals'd for 
Storms, are called only a Freſb-gale, or Blow- 
ing hard. If it blows enough to fright a 
South Country Sailor, we laugh at it: and if 
our Sailors bald Terms were ſet down in a 
Table of Degrecs, it will explain what we 
mean. 1 C 3 Star,“ 
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Stab Cali. A Top-ſail Gale. 


Calm Weather. Blows freſh. 
LittleWind. A hard Gale of Wind. 
A fine Breeze. | A Fret of Wind. 

A ſmall Gale. A Storm. 

A freſh Gale. A Tempeſs. 


Juſt half theſe Tarpawlin Articles, I pre- 
ſume, would have paſs'd in thoſe Days for a 
Storm; and that our Sailors call a Top-ſail 


be all at their Prayers. 


And if we ſhould reckon by this Account | 


we arc a ſtormy Country indeed, our Seas are 
no more Navisable now for ſuch Sailors than 


they were then: If the Faporeſes, the Eat 


Indians, and ſuch like Navigators, were to 
come with their thin Cockle-ſhell Barks and 
Calico Sails; if Cleopatra's Fleet, or Ceſar's 
great Ships with which he fought the Battle 


of Adlium, were to come upon our Seas, there | 


hardly comes a March or a September in twenty 


Years but would blow them to Pieces, and | 


then the poor Remnant that got Home, would 
„ 8 8 D 4 „ e 
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Gale would have drove the Navigators of thoſe | 
Ages into Harbours: when our Sailors reif a 
Top-ſail, they would have handed all their 
Sails; and when we go under a main Courſe, 
they would have run afore it for Life to the 
next Port they could make: when our Hara 
Gale blows, they would have cried a Tem- | 


peſt; and about the Fret of Wind they would 


1 
5 


— 
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go and talk of a terrible Country where there's 
nothing but Storms and Tempeſts ; when all 
the Matter is, the Weakneſs of their Shipping, 
and the Ignorance of their Sea-men : and [ 
make no queſtion but our Ships ride out many 
a worſe Storm than that terrible Tempeſt 
which ſcatter'd Julius (æſar's Fleet, or the 
ſame that drove AÆncas on the Coalt of Car- 
hace, 

And in more modern times we have a fa- 
mous Inſtance in the Spaniſh Armada; which, 
after it was rather frighted than damag'd by 
Sir Francis Drake's Machines, not then known 
by the Name of Fireſhips, were ſcatter'd by a 
terrible Storm, and loſt upon every Shore. 

The Caſe is plain, Twasall owing to theAc- 
cident of Navigation: They had, no doubt, a 
hard Gale of Wind, and perhaps a Storm; but 
they were alſo on anEnemyꝰs Coaſt, their Pilots 
out of their Knowledge, no Harbour to run in- 
to, and an Enemy a- ſtern, that when once they 
{eparated, Fear drove them from one Danger to 
another, and away they went to the North- 
ward, where they had nothing but God's 
Mercy, and the Winds and Seas to help them. 
In all thoſe Storms and Diſtreſſes which ruin d 
that Fleet, we do not find an Account of the 
Loſs of one Ship, either of the Eveliſb or 
Putch ; the Queen's Fleet rode it out in the 
Downs, which all Men know is none of the 
beſt Roads in the World; and the Dich rode 
among the Flats of the Flemiſh Coalr, while 
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the vaſt Galleons, not fo well fitted tor the 
Weather, were forc'd to keep the Sea, and 
were driven to and fro till they had got out 
of their Knowledge; and like Men deſperate, 
embrac'd every Danger they came near. 

This long Digreſſion I could not but think 
needful, in order to clear up the Caſe; having 
never met with any thing on this Head be- 
fore: At the ſame time 'tis allow'd, and Hi- | 
ſtories are full of the Particulars, that we have | 
often very high Winds, and ſometimes vio- | 
lent Tempeſts in theſe Northen Parts of the 
World; but J am ſtill of opinion, ſuch a 
Tempeſt never happen'd before as that which 
is the Subject of theſe Sheets: and I refer the 
Reader to the Particulars. | 


CHAP. in. 
Of the Storm in General. 


Efore we come to examine the Damage 
| ſuffer'd by this terrible Night, and give 
a particular Relation of its diſmal Effects ; 
tis neceſſary to give a ſummary Account of: 
the thing it ſelf, with all its affrightning Cir- 
6⅛¾w 

It had blown exceeding hard, as I have al- 
ready obſerv'd, for about fourteen Days paſt ; 
and that ſo hard, that we thought it terrible 
SE, 7-4 ns Weather : 
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Weather: Several Stacks of Chimnies were 


blown down, and ſeveral Ships were loft, 


and the Tiles in many Places were blown off 
from the Houſes ; and the nearer it came to 
the fatal 26th of November, the Tempeſtuouſ- 
neſs of the Weather encreas'd. 

On the Wedneſday Morniug before, being 
the 24th of November, it was fair Weather, 
and blew hard; but not ſo as to give any Ap- 
prehenſions, till about 4 a Clock in the Af- 
ternoon the Wind encreaſed, and with Squauls 
of Rain and terrible Guſts blew very fu- 


_ rioully, 


The Collector of theſe Sheets narrowly 


eſcap'd the Miſchief of a Part of a Houſe, . 


which fell on the Evening of that Day by the 
Violence of the Wind ; and abundance of 
Tiles were blown off the Houſes that Night : 
the Wind continued with unuſual Violence 
all the next Day and Night; and had not 


the Great Storm follow'd ſo ſoon, this had 


paſs'd for a great Wind, 

On Friday Morning it continued to blow 
exceeding hard, but not ſo as that it gave any 
Apprehenſions of Danger within Doors; to- 


wards Night it encreaſed: and about 10a 


Clock, our Barometers inform'd us that the 
Night would be very tempeſtuous; the Mer- 
cury ſunk lower than ever I had obſerv'd it on 
any Occaſion whatſoeyer, which made me 


ſuppoſe the Tube had been handled and di- 


$urb'd by the Children. 


But 
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But as my Obſervations of this Nature ate 
not regular enough to ſupply the Reader with 
2 full Information, the Diſorders of that 
dreadful Night having found me other Im. 
ployment , expecting every Moment when 
the Houſe I was in would bury us all in its 
own Ruins; I have therefore ſubjoin'd a Let- 
ter from an Ingenious Gentleman on this very | 
Head, dire&ed to the Royal Society, and prin- | 
ted in the Philoſophical TranſaFions, Ne. 289. | 
P. 1530. as follows. 8 


A Letter from the Reverend Mr. William 2 
Derham, F. R. S. Containing his Obſer- | 


UVations concerning the late Storm. 


IR, 


 & 
A to my Promiſe at the general 
Meeting of the R. S. on St. Andrews 
Day, I here ſend you inclos'd the Account of 
my Ingenious and Inquifitive Friend Richard 
Townely, Eſq; concerning the State of the At- 
moſphere in that Part of Lancaſhire where 
he liveth, in the late diſmal Storm. And I 
hope it will not be unacccepable, to accom- 
pany his with my own Obſervations at Up- 
 minſter ; eſpecially fince I ſhall not weary yon 
with a long Hiſtory of the Devaſtations, e*c. 
but rather ſome Particulars of a more Philo- 
ſophical Conſideration, F 1 
n 
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* And firſt, I do not think it improper to 10 
h look back to the preceding Seaſons of the | 
it Year. I ſcarce believe I ſhall go out of the 1 
1 way, to reflect as far back as April, May, June bt 
n and July ; becauſe all theſe were wet Months 41 
ts in our Southern Parts. In April there fell 


t- 12,491. of Rain through my Tunnel: And 
about 6, 7, 8, or 9, I. I eſteem a moderate quan- 
tity for Upminſter. In May there fell more 
than in any Month of any Tear ſince the Tear 
1696, viz. 20,771. June likewiſe was a drip- 
ping Month, in which fell 14, 55 J. And 
July, although it had conſiderable Intermiſſi- 
ons, yet had 14,191. above 11 J. of which 
fell on July 28th and 294th in violent Showers. 
And I remember the News Papers' gave Ac- 
counts of great Rains that Month from divers 
Places of Europe; but the North of England 
= (which alſo eſcaped the Violence of the late 
Storm) was not ſo remarkably wet in any of 
thoſe Months ; at leaft not in that great pro- 
portion more than we, as uſually they are ; as 
I gueſs from the Tables of Rain, with which 
Mr. Towneley hath favoured me. Particularly 
July wasa dry Month with them, there being 
no more than 3,65 J. of Rain fell through Mr. 
Towneley's Tunnel of the fame Diameter with 
mine. 
From theſe Months let us paſs to September, 
and that we ſhall find to have been a wet 
Month, eſpecially the latter part of it; 
there fell of Rain in that Month, 14, 86 J. 1 
| 333 | | Oobe; 
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OZFober and November laſt, although not re- 
markably wet, yet have been open warm 
Months for the moſt part. My Thermometer 
. (whoſe freezing Point is about 84) hath been 
very ſeldom below 100 all this Winter, and 
eſpecially in November. 

Thus I have laid before you as ſhort Ac- 


of the Vear, particularly gg to wet and warmth, 
becauſe I am of opinioſ that theſe had a great 
Inflaence. in the late Storm ; not only in cau- 
| fing a Repletion of Vapours in the Atmo- 
ſphere, but alſo in raiſing ſuch Nitro-ſulphu- 
reous or other heterogeneous matter, which 
when mix'd together might make a ſort of 


count as I could of NY eo we Diſpoſition 


Exploſion (like fired Gun- powder) in then ; 


_ Atmoſphere. And from this Exploſion I judge 
thoſe Corruſcations or Flaſhes in the Storm to 


have proceeded, which moſt People as well. 


as my ſelf obſerved, and which ſome took for 
Lightning. But theſe things I leave to better 


Judgments, ſuch as that very ingenious 


Member of our Society, who hath undertaken 
the Province of the late Tempeſt ; to whom, 
if you pleaſe, you may impart theſe Papers; 
Mr. Halli you know I mean. 

From- Preliminaries it is time to proceed 
nearer to the Tempeſt it ſelf. And the fore- 

going Day, viz. Thurſday, Nov. 25. I think de- 
ſerveth regard. In the Morning of that day 
was a little Rain, the Winds high in the After- 


noon: &. b. E. and S. In the Evening there was 


Light- 
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Lightning; and between 9 and 10 of the 
Clock at Night, a violent, but ſhort Storm of 
Wind, and much Rainat Upminſter; and ofHail 
in ſome other Places, which did ſome Damage: 
There fell in that Storm 1,65/. of Rain. The 
next Morning, which was Friday, Novem. 26, 
the Wind was S. S. W. and high all Day, and 
ſo continued till I was in Bed and afleep. A- 
bout 12 that Night, the Storm awaken'd me, 
which gradually encreas'd till near 3 that 
Morning; and from thence till near 7 it con. 
tinued in the greateſt exceſs: and then began 
ſlowly to abate, and the Mercury to riſe ſwift- 
ly. The Barometer I found at 12 h. P. M. 
at 28, 72, where it continued till about 6 the 
next Morning, or 62, and then haſtily roſe 
ſo that it was gotten to 82 about 8 of the 
Clock, as in the Table. 8 
Hov the Wind fat during the late Storm I 
cannot poſitively ſay, it being exceſſively dark 
all the while, and my Vane blown down alſo, 
when I could have ſeen : But by Information 
from Millers, and others that were torc'd to 
venture abroad ; and by my own gueſs, I 
imagin it to have blown about S. W. by S. or 
nearer to the S. in the beginning, and to veer 
about towards the Weſt towards the End of 
the Storm, as far as W. S. W. 
The degrees of the Wind's Strength being 


not meaſurable (that I know of, though talk'd 


of) bat by gueſs, I thus determine, with re- 
ſpect to other Storms. On Feb. 7. 169. was 
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a terrible Storm that did much damage. This 
I number 10 degrees; the Wind then W. N. W. 
vid. Ph. Tr. No. 262. Another remarkable 
Storm was Feb. 3. 170:. at which time was 
the greateſt deſcent of the © ever known: 
This I number 9 degrees. But this laſt of 
November, I number at leaſt 15 degrees. 

As to the Stations of the Barometer, you 
have Mr. Towneley's and mine in the following | 
Table to be ſeen at one View. : 
As to November 17th (whereon Mr. 'Towne- 
ley mentions a violent Storm in 1 ) 8 
it was a Stormy Afternoon here at Upminſter, | 


accompanied with Rain, but not violent, nor 


? very low. November 11th and 12th had 
both higher Winds and more Rain; and the 
© was thoſe Days lower than even in the laſt i 
Storm of November 26th. 1 
Thus, Sir, I have given you the trueſt Ac- 
count I can, of what I thought moſt to deſerve 
Obſervation, both before, and in the late | 
Storm, I could have added ſome other par- 
ticulars, but that I fear I have already made 
my Letter long, and am tedious. I ſhall there- 
fore only add, that I have Accounts of the 
Violence of the Storm at Norwich, Beecles, 
Sudbury, Colcheſter, Rochford, and ſeveral o- 
ther intermediate places; but I need not tell 
Particulars, becauſe I queſtion not but you 
have better Informations. | 
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Fable ſhewing the Height of the Mercury in 


\ the 
Barometer, .at Townely and Upminſter, dere 
10, 214 after the Storm. 2 
e Upminſter. — 
DV. Hour. Height of Day. Hour. FHleight of 
| Yo memes © Gs 
Novr.| 7 28 g98$| Novr.) 8 29 50 
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"Thus far Mr. Derham's Letter. 


It did not blow ſo hard till Twelve a Clock 
at Night, but that moſt Families went to Bed; 
though many of them not without ſome Con- 
cern at the terrible Wind, which then blew : 
But about One, or at leaſt by Two a Clock, 
'tis ſuppos'd, few People, that were capable 
of any Senſe of Danger, were ſo hardy as to 
lie in Bed. And the Fury of the Tempeſt en- 
| creaſed to ſuch a Degree, that as the Editor 
of this Account being in London, and conver- 


ting 
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1 
ſing with the People the next Days, under- 
ſtood, moſt People expected the Fall of their 
Houſes. | ME | 
And yet in this general Apptehenſion, no 
body durſt quit their tottering Habitations ; 
for whatever the Danger was within doors, 
*twas worſe without; the Bricks, Tiles, and 
Stones, from the Tops of the Houſes, flew 
with ſuch force, and ſo thick in the Streets, 
that no one thought fit to venture out, tho' 
their Houſes were near demoliſh'd within. 
The Avthor of this Relation was in a well- 
built brick Houſe in the skirts of the City; 


and a Stack of Chimneys falling in upon the 


next Houſes, gave. the Houſe ſuch a Shock, 
that they thought it was juſt coming down 
upon their Heads: but opening the Door to 
attempt an Eſcape into a Garden, the Danger 
was ſo apparent, that they all thought fit to 
ſurrender to the Diſpoſal of Almighty Provi- 
dence, and expect their Graves in the Ruins of 
the Houſe, rather than to meet molt certain De- 
ſtruction in the open Garden: for unleſs they 
cou'd have gone above two hundred Yards 
from any Buildings, there had been no Securi- 
ty; for the Force of the Wind blew the Tiles 
point-blank, tho' their weight inclines them 
downward: and in feveral very broad Streets, 
we ſaw the Windows broken by the flying of 
Tile-ſherds from the other fide: and where 
there was room for them to fly, the Author 
of this has ſeen Tiles blown from a Houſe 

above 
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above thirty or forty Yards, and ſtuck from 
five to eight Inches into the ſolid Earth. Pie- 


ces of Timber, Iron, and Sheets of Lead, have 


from higher Buildings been blown much far- 
ther; as in the Particulars hereafter will ap- 
pear. 

It is the receiv'd Opinion of abundance of 


People, that they felt, during the impetuous + 


fury of the Wind, ſeveral Movements of the 
Earth; and we have ſeveral Letters which af- 
firm it : But as an Earthquake muſt have been 
ſo general, that every body muſt have diſ- 
cern'd itz and as the People were in their 
Houſes when they imagin'd they felt it, the 
Shaking and Terror of which might deceive 


their Imagination, and impoſe upon their 


Judgment; I ſhall not venture to affirm it was 
ſo: And being reſolv'd to uſe ſo much Cau- 
tion in this Relation as to tranſmit nothing 
to Poſterity without authentick Vouchers, and 
ſuch Teſtimony as no reaſonable Man will dif- 
pute; ſoifanyRelation come in ourway, which 
may afford us a Probability, tho' it may be 
related for the ſake of its Strangeneſs or No- 
velty, it ſhall nevertheleſs come in the Com- 


pany of all its Uncertainties, and the Reader 


left to judge of its Truth: for this Account 
had not been undertaken, but with deſign to 
undeceive the World in falſe Relations. and 
to give an Account back d with ſuch Autho- 


rities, as that the Credit of it ſhou'd admit of 


no Diſ putes, 
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For this reaſon I cannot venture to affirm 
that there was any ſuch thing as an Earth- 
quake; but the Concern and Conſternation of 
all People was ſo great, that I cannot wonder 
at their imagining ſeveral things which were 
not, any more than their enlarging on things 
that were, fince nothing is more frequent, 
than for Fear to double every Object, and 
impoſe upon the Underſtanding, ſtrong Ap- 
prehenſions being apt very often ro perſwade 
us of the Reality of. ſuch things which we 
have no other reaſons to ſhew for the proba- 
- bility of, than what are grounded in thoſe 
Fears which prevail at that juncture. 43 

Others thought they heard it thunder. Tis 
confeſs'd, rhe Wind by its unuſual Violence 
made ſuch a noiſe in the Air as had a reſem- 
blance to Thunder; and 'twas obſerv'd, the 
roaring had a Voice as much londer than ufu- 
al, as the Fury of the Wind was greater than 
was ever known: the Noiſe had alſo ſome- 
thing in it more formidable; it ſounded aloft, 
_ roar'd not very much unlike remote T hun- 
der. | 

And yet tho' I cannot remember to have 
heard it thunder, or that I ſaw any Lightning, 
or heard of any that did in or near London ; 
yet in the Countries the Air was ſeen full of 
Meteors and vaporous Fires : and in ſome pla- 
ces both Thundrings and unuſual Flaſhes of 
Lightning, to the great terror of the [nbabi- 
tants. | 


* 


And 
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And yet I cannot but obſerve here, how 


fearleſs ſuch People as are addicted to Wicked- 


neſs, are both of God's Judgments and uncom- 
mon Prodigies ; which is viſible in this Parti- 
cular, That a Gang of hardned Rogues aſſaulted 
a Family at Poplar, in the very Height of the 
Storm, broke into the Houſe, and robb'd them: 
it is obſervable, that the People cryed Thieves, 
and after that cryed Fire, in hopes to raiſe the 


Neighbourhood, and to get ſome Aſſiſtance; 


but ſuch is the Power of Self- Preſer vation, and 
ſuch was the Fear, the Minds of the People were 
poſſeſs d with, that no Body would venture 
out to the Aſſiſtance of the diſtreſſed Family, 
who were rifled and plundered in the middle 
of all the Extremity of the Tempeſt. 

It would admit of a large Comment here, 
and perhaps not very unprofitable, to examine 


from what ſad Defect inPrinciple it muſt be that 
Men can be fo deſtitute of all manner of Re- 


gard to inviſible and ſuperiour Power. to be 
acting one of the vilcſt Parts of a Villain, 
while infinite Power was threatning the whole 
World with Diſolation, and Multitudes of Peo- 
ple expected the Laſt-Day was at Hand. 
Several Women in the City of London who 
were in Travail, or who fell into Travail by 


the Fright of the Storm, were oblig'd to run 


tae riſque of being delivered with ſuch Help 
as they had ; and Midwives found their own 
Lives in ſuch Danger, that few of them 
thought themſelves oblig'd to ſhew any Con- 


_cern for the Lives of others. = 7 


1 
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Fire was the only Miſchief that did not 


happen to make the Night compleatly dread- 
ful ; and yet that was not ſo every where, for 
iv Norfolk the Town of -- was almoſt ruin'd 
by a furious Fire, which burnt with ſuch Ve- 
hemence, and was ſo fann'd by the Tempeſt, 
that the Inhabitants had no Power to concern 
themſelves in the extingviſhing it; the Wind 


blew the Flames, together with the Ruines, 


ſo about, that there was no ſtanding near it 
for if the People came toWindward they were 
in Danger to be blown into the Flames ; and 
if to Leward the Flames were ſo blown up in 
their Faces,they could not bear to come near it. 
lf this Diſtaſter had happen'd in London, 
it muſt have been very fatal; for as no regu- 
lar Application could have been made for the 
extinguiſhing it, ſo the very People in Dan- 


ger would have had no Opportunity to have 


ſav'd their Goods, and hardly their Lives: 
for though a Man will run any Riſque to 
avoid being burnt, yet it muſt have been next 
to a Miracle, if any Perſon ſo oblig'd to eſ- 
cape from the Flames had eſcap'd being 
knock d on tlie Head in the Streets; for the 


Bricks and Tiles flew about like ſmall Shot; 


and 'twas a miſerable Sight, in the Morning 


after the Storm, to ſee the Streets covered with 


Tyle-ſnerds, and Heaps of Rubbiſh, from the 
Tops of the Houſes, lying almoſt at every Door. 
From Two of the Clock the Storm conti- 
nued, and encreaſed till Five in the m—_— 
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and from Five, to half an Hour after Six, it 
blew with the greateſt Violence: the Fury of 
it was fo exceeding great for that-particular 
Hour and half, that if ir had not abated as it 
did, nothing could have ſtood its Violence 
much longer. 

In this laſt Part of the Time the greateſt 
part of the Damage was done: Several Ships 
that rode it out till now, gave up all; for no 
Anchor could hold. Even the Ships in the 
River of Thames were all blown away from 
their Moorings, and from Execntion- Dock to 
Lime-Honſe Hole there was but four Ships that 
rid it out, the reſt were driven down into the 
Bite, as the Sailors call it, from Belt-Wharf to 
Lime-Houſe ; where they were haddeld wy 
ther and drove on Shore, Heads and Stern 
one upon another, in fuch a manner, as os 
one would have thought i it had been impoſli- 
ble : and the Damage done on that Account 
was incredible. 

Together with the Violence of the Wind, 
the Darkneſs of the Night added to the Ter- 
ror of it; and as it was juſt New Moon, the 
Spring Tides being then up at about Four a 
Clock, made the Veſſels, which were a. float 
in the River, drive the farther ap vpon the 
Shore: of all which, in the Proceſs of this 
Story, we ſhal! find very ſtrange Inſtances. 

The Points from whence the Wind blew, 
are varioutly reported from axles Hands : 
Tis certain, it blew all the Day bcfote at 

D 2 S. W. 
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S. W. and I thought it continued ſo till about 
Two a Clock; when, as near as I could judge 
by the Impreſſions it made on the Houſe, for 
we durſt not look out, it veer'd to the S. S. W. 


then to the W. and about Six a Clock to 


W. by N. and ſtill the more Northward it 
ſhifted, the harder it blew, till it ſhifted again 


Southerly about Seven a Clock ; and as it did 


ſo, it gradually abated. 

About Eight a Clock in the Morning it cea- 
fed ſo much, that our Fears were alſo abated, 
and People began to peep out of Doors; but 
tis impoſſible to expreſs the Concern that ap- 
pear'd in every Place : the Diſtraction and 
Fury of the Night was viſible in the Faces of 
the People, and every Body's firſt Work was 
to viſit and enquire after Friends and Rela- 


tions, The next Day or Two was almoſt en- 


in viewing the Havock the Storm had made, 
which was ſo univerſal in London, and eſpe- 
cially in the Out-Parts, that nothing can be 
faid ſufficient to deſcribe it. SY 

Another unhappy Circumſtance with which 
this Diſaſter was join'd, was a prodigious 
Tice, which happen'd the next Day but one, 
and was cccafion'd by the Fury of the Winds; 
which is alſo a Demonſtration, that the 
Winds veer'd for Part of the Time to the 
Northward : and as it is obſervable, and 
known by all that underſtand our Sea Affairs, 
that a North Weſt Wind makes the Higheſt 


* 


Tide 


tircly 8 the Curioſity of the People, 
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Tide, ſo this blowing to the Northward, an 

that with ſuch unuſual Violence, brought up 
the Sea raging in ſuch a manner, that in 
ſome Parts of England twas incredible, 
the Water riſing Six or Eight Foot higher 
than it was ever known to do in the Me- 
mory of Man; by which Ships were fleeted 
up upon the firm Land ſeveral Rods off from 
the Banks, and an incredible Number of Cattle 


and Pcople drown d; as in the Purſuit of this 


Story will appear. 8 
It was a ſpecial Providence that fo directed 
the Waters, that in the River of Thames, the 
Tide, though it riſe higher than uſual, yet it 
did not ſo prodigiouſly exceed; but the 
Height of them as it was, prov'd very pre- 
judicial to abundance of People whole Sellers 
and Ware-houſes were near the River; and 
had the Water riſen a Foot higher, all the 
Marſhes and Levels on both fides the River 
had been over-flowed, anda great part of the 
Cattle drowned. FD 
Though the Storm abated with the riſing 
of the Sun, it ſtill blew exceeding hard; fo 
hard, that no Boats durſt ſtir out on the Ri- 
ver, but on extraordinary Occaſions : and a- 
bout Three a Clock in theAfternoon, the next 
Day being Saturday, it increas d again, and 
we were in a freſh Conſternation, leſtit ſhould 
return with the ſame Violence. At Four it 
blew an extreme Storm, with ſudden Guſts 
as violent as any time of the Night; but as it 
. D 4 came 
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came with 2 great black Cloud, and forte 
Thunder, it brought a haſty Shower of 
Rain which allay'd the Storm: fo that in a 
quarter of an Hour it went off, and only 
continued blowing as before. 

This ſort of Weather held all Sabbat h- Da) 
and Monday, till on Tueſday Afternoon it + 
creaſed 55 . and all Tueſday Night it blew 
with ſuc Fury, that many Families were a- 
fraid to go to Bed: And had not the former 
terrible Night harden d the People to all things 
Teſs than it ſelf, this Night would have paſs d 
for a Storm fit to have been noted in our Al. 
manacks Several Stacks of Chimneys that ſtood 
out the great Storm, were blown down in this; 
ſeveral Ships which eſcap'd in the rea 
Storm, periſh'd this Night ; and ſeveral 
ple who had repair'd their Houſes, had them 
untiled again. Not but that I may allow 
thoſe Chimneys that fell now might have 
deen difabled before. 

At this Rate it held blowing till Wedneſday 
about One a Clock in the Afternoon, which 
was that Day Seven- night on which it begin ; ; 
ſo that it might be called one continued 
Storm from Wedneſday Noon to Weaneſday 
Noon : in all which time, there was not one 
Interval of Time in which a Sailor would not 
have acknowledged it blew a Storm; and in 


that time two ſuch terrible Nights AS I have 
deſerib d. 


f 


And 


(.) 
And this I particularly noted as to Time, 
Wedneſday, Nov. the 24th was a calm fine Day 


as at that time of Year ſhall be ſeen; till 


above Four a Clock, when it began to 
be Cloudy, and the Wind roſe of à ſadden, 
and in half an Hours Time it blew a Sterm. 
Wedneſday, Dec. the 2d. it was very tempeſtu- 
ous all the Morning ; at One a Clock the 
Wind abated, the Sky clear'd, and by Four 
a Clock there was not a Breath of Wind. 

Thus ended the Greateſt and the Longs 
eſt Storm that ever the World ſaw. The Ef- 
fects of this terrible Providence are the Sub- 
ject of the enſuing Chapter; and I cloſe 
this with a Paſtoral Poem ſent us among 
the Accounts of the Storm from a very inge- 
nious Author, and defir'd to be publiſh'd in 
this Account. 
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PASTORAL> 


» 


Occaſion d by the 


Late Violent Storm. 
Damon, Melibe:4. 
Dam, \ A 7 Alking alone by pleaſant Iſis #/- 
| Where the two Streams 4. 
wanton courſe divide, 
Ard gently orward in ſoft Murmurs glide 3 q 
Penſive and ſad I Melibæus meet, 


And thus _ melancholy & bepherd greet. 


Kind Swain, what Cloud dares overcaſt your 
brow, 


| Bright as the Shzes ore happy Nile till nom. | 


— Chloe prove unkind, or ſome new Fair? 


Care ; 
Such in which you and all the World muſt ſhare. 
One Friend may mollifie another's Grief, 
But publick Loſs admits of no _ 


Mel. No Damon, mine's a publick, nobler ( 


(ſing 

Dam. I gneſs your Canſe ex O you that uſe to 
Of Beauty's Charms and t Delights of Spring ; 
Vom 
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Now change your Note, and let your Late rehearſe | 


The diſmal Tale in melancholy Verſe. 
Mel. Prepare then, lovely Swain; prepare to 
The wor Report that ever recch'd your Ear. 


My Bower you know, hard by yon ſhady Grove, 


A fit Receſs for Damon's penſive Love: 

As there diſſolv d I in ſweet Slumbers lay, 

Tir d with the Toils'of the precedent Day, 

The bluſt' ring Winds diſturb my kind Repoſe, 2 

Till frightned with the threatning Blaſts, 70 

But O, what havock did the Day diſcloſe! I 

Thoſe charming Willows which on Cherwel's banks 

Flouriſh'd, and thriv'd, and grew in evener ranks 

Than thoſe which follow'd the Divine Command 

Of Orpheus Lyre, or ſweet Amphion's Hor 
y hundreds fall, while hardly twenty ſtand. 

The ſtately Oaks which reach d the azure Sky, 

And kiſs d the very Clouds, now proſtrate lie. 

Long a huge Pine did with the Winds contend ;; 

This way, and that, his reeling Trunk they bend, 

Till ford at laſt to yield, with hideous Sound 

Fe falls, and all the Country feels the Wound. 

Nor was the God of Winds content with theſe; 

Such humble Victims can't his Wrath appeaſe : 

The Rivers ſwell, not like the happy Nile, 

To fatten, dew, and fructiſie our Iſle- 

But like the Deluge, by great Jove de ſign d 

To drown the Univerſe, and ſcourge Mankind. 

In vain the frighted Cattel climb ſo high, 

Is vain for Refuge to the Hille they fly; c 


The Waters know no Limits but the Shy. : 
; 0 
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So now the Blexting Flock exchange in vain, 


For barren Clifts, their dewy fertil Pla. 
Ir vain, their fatal Deſtiny to ſhun, 
From Severn's Banks to higher Gronnds they run. 
Nor has the Navy better Quarter found; 
There we've receiv d our worſt, our deepeft Wound. 
The Billows ſwell, and haughty Neptune raves, 
The Winds inſulting ore th impetuous Waves. 
T hetis incens'd, riſes with angry Frown, 
And once more threatens all theWorld to 0 
And owns no Power, but England's and her own. 
Tet the Kolian God dares vent his Rage; 
And evn the Sovereign of the Seas engage. 
What tho' the nrighty Charles of Spain's on bord, 
The Winds obey none but their bluſt ring Lord. 
Some Ships were ſtranded, ſome by Siirges rent, 
Down with their Cargo to the bottom went. 
Th abſorbent Ocean could defire no more ; 
So well regal d he never was before. 
The hungry Fiſb could hardly wait the day, 
Wher the Sun's beams ſhonld chaſe the Storm 
away, 
But quickly ſeize with greedy Jams their Prey. 


Dam. So the great Trojan, by the Hard of Fate, 
And hanghty Power of angry Juno's Hate, 
While with like aim he croſs'd the Seas, was toſt, 
From Shore to Shore, from foreign Coaſt to Coaſt : 
Vet ſafe at laſt his mighty Point he gain d; 
In charming promis d Peace and Splendor reigu d. 


Mel. 
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Great Charles, whom equal 
' Glories move, N 1 


un. ile the great Dardan Prince ſucceſsful prove: 
Like him, with Honour may he mount the Throne 


{nd long enjoy a brighter deſtin d Crown. T 


Mel. So may 
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| CHAT. 1x, 

Of the Extent of this Storm, and from what 


Parts it was ſuppos d ta come; with ſom 
| Circumſtances as to the Time of it. 
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As all our Hiſtories are full of the Relati. 
ons of Tempelts and Storms which hav: 
happened in various Parts of theWorld, I hop: 
it may not be improper that ſome of them 
have been thus obſerv'd with their remark- 
able Effects. | 

But as I have all along inſiſted, that no 
Storm ſince the Univerſal Deluge was lik: 
this, either in its Violence or its Duration, ſo 
I muſt alſo confirm it as to the particular of 
its prodigious Extent. 

All the Storms and Tempeſts we have heard 
of in the World, have been Gults or Squauls 
of Wind that have been carried on in theit 
proper Channels, and have ſpent their Force 
In a ſhorter ſpace. 

We feel nothing here of the Hurricanes of 
Barbadoes, the North-Weſts of New-England 
and Virginia, the terrible Guſts of the Levant, 
or the frequent Tempeſts of the North Cape. 
When Sir 3 Wheeler's Squadron periſh'd 
at Gibralter, when the City of Straclſond was 
almoſt ruin'd by a Storm, Exgland felt it not, 
nor was the Air here diſturb'd with the Moti- 
On. 


2 


% 


Jon. Even at home we have had Storms of 
violent Wind in one part of England which 
have not been felt in another. And if what 
J have been told has any truth in it, in 
St. George's Channel there has frequently 
blown a Storm at Sea right up and down the 
Channel. which has been felt on neither Coaſt, 


elat- % to the Iriſb Shore. 
hate Sir William Temple gives us the Particulars 
hop: of two terrible Storms in He/and while he was 
them there; in one of which the great Cathedral 
1ark. Church at Utrecht was utterly deſtroy'd : and 
after that there was a Storm ſo violent in Hol- 
t no Land, that 46 Veſſels were caſt away at the 
like Texel, and almoſt all the Men drowned : and 
Wt vet we felt none of theſe Storms here. 
wr of And for this very reaſon I have reſerv'd an 
Abridgment of theſe former Caſes to this 
card place ; which as they are recited by Sir Mil- 
aul iam Temple, I ſhall put them down in his own 
beit Words, being not capable to mend them, and 
orce not vain enough to pretend to it. 
5 of * I ſtay'd only a Night at Antwerp, which 
and © Paſs'd with ſo great Thunders and Light- 
ant, © Pings, that I promis'd my. ſelf a very fair 
Abe. © Day after it, to go back to Rotterdam in the 
hd © States Yacht, that ſtill attended me. The 
was Morning prov'd ſo; but towards Evening 
not, the Sky grew feu!, and the Sea men preſag'd 
oti- il Weather, and to reſolved to lie at Anchor 
CN, ; before, 


tho it is not above 20 Leagues from the Exg- 
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before Bergen ap Zoom, the Wind being croſs 
and little. When the Night was fallen as 
© black as ever I ſaw, it ſoon began to clear 
up, with the moſt violent Flaſhes of Light- 
© ning as well as Cracks of Thunder, that I be- 
© Jieve have ever been heard in our Age and 
Climate. This continued all Night; and 
© we felt ſach a fierce Heat from every great 
© Flaſh of Lightning, that the Captain appre- 
* hended it would fire his Ship. But about 8 
the next Morning the Wind changed, and 
came up with ſo ſtrong a Gale, that we came 
© to Rotterdam in about 4 Hours, and there 
found all Mouths full of the Miſchiefs and 
* Accidents that the laſt Night's Tempeſt had 
* occafioned both among the Boats and the 
* Houſes, by the Thunder, Lightning, Hail, 
* or Whirlwinds. But the Day after came 


© Stories to the Hague from all Parts, of ſuch | 


violent Effects as were almoſt incredible: At 
* Amſterdam they were deplorable, many Trees 
* torn up by the Roots, Ships ſunk in the 
* Harbour, and Boats in the Channels; Houſes 
* beaten down, and ſeveral People were 
* \natch'd from the Ground as they walk'd the 
Streets, and thrown into the Canals. But all 
was filenc'd by the Relations front” Otrecht, 
* where the Great and Ancient Cathedral was 
* torn in pieces by the Violences of this Storm; 
* and the vaſt Pillars of Stone that ſupported 
*1t, were wreathed like a twiſted Club, ha- 
ving been ſo ſtrongly compos d and ciment- 


ed, 


m; 
ted 
ha- 
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ed, as rather tb ſuffer ſuch a Change of Figure 
than break in pieces, as other Parts of the FS: 
brick did; hardly any Church in the 'Town eſ- 
cap'd the Violence of this Storm ; and very 
few Houſes without the Marks of it; Ner 
were the Effects of it leis aſtoniſhing by the 
Relations from France and Bruſſels, where the 
Damages were infinite, as well from Whurl- 
winds, Thunder, Lightning, as from Hail- 
ſtones of prodigious bigneſs. This was in the 
Lear 1674. | 


* In November, 1675. happen'd a Storm 
at North-Weſt, with a Spring-tide, fo violent, 
as gave apprehenſions of ſome loſs irrecovera- 
ble to the Province of Holland, and by ſeveral 
breaches in the great Diques near Ez chaſer, and 
others between Amſterdam and Harlem, made 
way for ſuch Inundations as had not been ſeen 
before by any man then alive, and fill'd the 
Country wich many relations of moſt deplo- 
rable Events. But the incredible Diligence and 
unanimous Endeavours of the People upon ſuch 
occaſions, gave a ſtop to the Fury of that Ele- 
ment, and made way lor recovering next Year 
all the Lands, though not the People, Cattel, 
and Houſes that had been loſt. 


Thus far Sir William Temple. 


I am alfo credibly inform'd that the greateſt 
torm that ever we had in England before, ar.d 
mhich was as univerial here as this, did no Da- 
nage in Holland or France, comparable to this 

E Tem- 
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that a very great Volume is not ſufficient toll 


| ( 50 ) 
Tempeſt : I mean the great Wind in 1661. 
An Abſtra& of which, as it was printed in Mf. 


rabilis Annis, an unknown, but unqueltion'd 
Author, take as follows, in his own Words. 


4 dreadful Storm of Wind, accompanied 
with Thunder, Lightning, Hail and 3 
Rain ; together with the ſad Effet of if 


- 


in many Parts of the Nation. 


, | 
Pon the 18th of February, 1661. being ? 

1 ae/day, very early in the Morning, there 
began a very great and dreadful Storm of Wind 
(accompanied with Thunder, Lightning, Hail. 
and Rain, which in may Places were as ſalt a 
Brine) which continued with a ſtrange and un- 
uſual Violence till almo&Night: the ſad Effects 
whereof throughout the Nation are ſo many 


contain the Narrative of them. And indeed 
ſome of them are ſo ſtupendious and amazing 
that the Report of them, though ſrom never {off 
authentick Hands, vi ili ſcarce gain Credit among 
any but thole that have an alfectionate Senſe o 
the unlimited Power of the Almighty, knowing 
and belicving that there is nothing too hard for 
Him to do. 
Some few of which wonderful Effects we 
mall give a brief Account of, as we have re. 
ceived them from Perſons of moſt unqueſtiona 
ble Credit in the ſeveral Parts of the Nation. 


In 
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In the City of London, and in Covent Garden 
and other Parts about London and Weſtminſter, 
five or (ix Perſons were killed outright. by the 
Fall of Houſes and Chimneys ; eſpecially one 
Mr. Late Blith an Attorney, that lived at or near 
Stamford in the County of Lincoln, was killed that 
Day by the fall of a Riding- Houſe not far from 
Pickadilla ; and there are ſome very remarka- 
ble Circumſtances in this Man's Caſe, which do 
make his Death to appear at leaſt like a moſt e- 
minent Judgment and ſevere Stroak of the Lord's 
Hand upon him. 

From other Parts likewiſe we have received 
certain Information, that divers Perſons were 
killed by the EffeQts of this great Wind, 

At Chiltenham in Glouceſterſhire, a Maid was 
killed by the Fall of a Tree, in or near the 

Church- Vard. 

An honeſt Yeoman likewiſe of Scaldwel in 
Northamptonſhire, being upon a Ladder to fave 
his Hovel, was blown off, and fell upon a Plough, 
died outright, and never ſpoke Word more. 

Alſo at Tewksbury in Glouceſterſhire, a Man was 


blown from an Houſe, and broken to Pieces. 


At Elsbury likewiſe in the ſame County, a 
Woman was killed by the Fall of Tilesor Bricks 
from an Houſe. | 

And not far from the ſame Place; a Girl was 
killed by the Fall of a Tree. 

Near Northampton, a Man was killed by the 
Fail of a great Barn. 

Near Colcheſter, a Young-man was killed by 
the Fall of a Wind- mill. 

2 Not 
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Not far from Toſwich in Suffolk, a Man was 
killed by the Fall of a Barn. 
And about two Miles from the ſaid Town 


of Ipſwich, a Man was killed by the Fall of 2 | 


ws” TEN | 
At Laygton, or near to it, in the County of 
Leicefter, one Mr. Roberts had a Wind-mill 


blown down, in which were three Men; and] 
by the Fall of it, one of them was killed outright, 8 
a {econd had his Back broken, and the other had 


his Arm or Leg {truck off; and both of them 


(according to our beit Information) are ſince 


dead. | 
Several orher Inſtances there are of the like 


Nature; but it would be too tedious to mention i 
them: Let theſe therefore ſuffice to ſtir us up 


to Repentance, leſt we likewiſe periſh. 


There are alſo many Effects of this Storm 2 


which are cf another Nature, whereof we 
ſhall give this following brief Account. 


The Wind hath very much prejudiced many | 


Churches in ſeveral Parts of the Nation. 

At Tewksbary in Gloncefterſhire, it blew,down 
a very fair Window belonging to the Church 
there, both the Glaſs, and the Stone-work alſo; 
the Doors likewiſe of that Church were blown 
open, much of the Lead torn up, and ſome 
Part of a fair Pinnacle thrown down, 

Alſo at Red-Marly and Newiz, not far from 


Teoksbary, their Churches are extreamly broken | 
and ſhatter'd, if not a conſiderable part of them] 


blown down. Ihe like was done to moſt, if 
not all the Fublick Meetinę · places at Glouceſter 


City 


1 


4 


City. And it is reported, that ſome Hundreds 
pf Pounds will not ſuffice to repair the Damage 
one to the Cathedral at Worceſter, eſpecially 


na that Part that is over the Quire. 

fa The like Fate happen'd to many more,of 
hem, as Hereford, and Leighton Beaa-deſart in 

y of BB: 4ford{bire, and Eaton-Soken in the fame Coun- 

mill y; where they had newly erected a very fair 

and NCroſs of Stone, which the Wind blew down: 

zt, Wind, as ſome of the Inhabitants did obſerve, 


hat was the firſt Damage which that Town 
uſtained by the Storm, though afterwards in o- 
her reſpects alſo they were in the ſame Condt- 
ion with their-Neighbours. The Stecples alto, 

and other Parts of the Churches of Shezley, 
addon, and N volſton in the County of Bucks, 
ave been very much rent and torn by theWind. 
he Spire of. Finchinſield Steeple in the County 
of Eſſex, was blown down, and it brake through 
he Body of the Church, and ſpoiłd many of 
the Pews ; ſome Hundreds of Pounds will not 
repair that Loſs. But that which is moſt re- 
Emarkable of this kind, is, the Fall of that moſt 
famous Spire, or Pinnacle of che Tower-Church 
in Ipſwich: it wes blown down upon the Body 
of the Church, and fell reverſed, the ſharp End 
of the Shaft ſtriking through the Leads on the 
South- ſide of the Church, carried much of the 
Timber-work down before it into the Alley 


om jult behind the Pulpit, and took oft one Side of 
ten WF the Sounding; board over the Fulpit: it ſhatter- 
em i ed many Pews: The Weather-Cock, and the 


„ 1 fron upon which ir ſtood, broke off as it fell; 
1 my F 3 but 
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but the narroweſt Part of the Wood-work, 
upon which the Fane ſtood, fell into the Alley, 
broke quite through a Grave-ſtone, and ran 
| ſhoring under two Coffins that had been placed 
US there one on another ; that Part of the Spire | 
is which was pluck'd up was about three Yards 
. deep in the Earth, and it is believed ſome Part 
of it is yet behind in the Ground: ſome Hun- 
dreds of Pounds will not make good the Detri- 
m_ done to the Church by the Fall of this Pin- 
nacle. | 
Very great Prejudice has been done to pri- 
vate Houſes; many of them blown down, and 
others extreamly ſhattered and torn, It is 
thought that five thouſand Pounds will not 
make 5 the Repairs at Audley- End Houſe, 
which belongs to the Earl of Suffolk. A good 
Part alſo of the Crown-Office in the Temple is 
blown down. The Inſtances of this kind are 
ſo many and ſo obvious, that it would necdleſly | 
take up too much time to give the Reader an 
Account of the Collection of them; only there 
has been ſuch a wonderful Deſtruction of Barns, 
that (looking ſo much like a Judgment from 
the Lord, who the laſt Year took away our Corn, 


F and this our Barns) we cannot but give a 
1 ſhort Account of ſome Part of that Intelli- W 
231 gence Which hath come to our Hands of that 


1 Nature. 
A Gentleman, of good Account, in 1y/wich, | 
| afficms, that in a few Miles riding that Day, 
4 there was eleven Barns and Out- houſes blown iſ 
if down in the Road within his View; and with- 

* 4 | | | in 1 
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in a very few Miles of Tpſmich round about, a- 
bove thirty Barns, and many of them with Corn 
in them, were blown down. At Sout hold not 
far from the Place before-mentioned, many new 
Houſes and Barns (built ſince a late Fire that 
happened there) are blown down; as alſo a Salt- 
houſe is deſtroyed there: anda thouſand Pounds, 
as it is believed, will not make up that particular 
Loss. 

From Tewksbary it is certified, that an incredi- 
ble Number of Barns have been blown down 
in the {mall Towns and Villages thereabouts. 
At Twyning, at leaſt eleven Barns are blown 
down. Ja Aſbchurch Pariſh ſeven or eight. At 
Lee, five. At Norton, a very great Number, 
three whereof belonging to one Man. The great 
Abby-Barn alſo at Tewtsbary is Blown down. 

It is credibly reported, that within a very few 
Miles Circumference in Worceſterſhire, about an 
hundred and forty Barns are blown down. At 
Finchinfield in Eſſex, which is but an ordinary 
Village, about ſixteen Barns were blown down. 
Alſo at a Town called Wilchamſted in the Coun- 
ty of Bedford (a very ſmall Village) fifteen Barns 
at leaſt are blown down. But eſpecially the 
Parſonage Barns went to wrack in many Places 
throughout the Land: In a few Miles Compaſs 
in Bedfordſhire, and ſo in Northamptonſhire, and 
other Places, eight, ten, and twelve are blown 
down; and at 7zelding Parſonage in the County 
of Bedford (out of Which was thruſt by Op- 
preſſion and Violence the late Incumbent) all 
the Barns belonging to it are down. The In- 
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R ances alſo of this kind are innumerable, which 


we {hall therefore * to make further men- 
tion of. - 


We have alſo a large Account of the blowing 
down of a very great and conſiderable Number 


of Fruit-Trees, and other Trees in ſeveral 


Parts; we ſhall only pick out two or three Paſſa- 
ges Which are the moſt remarkable. In the 
Caustries of Glouceſter, Hereford, and Worceſter, 
ſevetai Perſons have loſt whole Orchards of 
Fruit trees; and many particular Mens Loſs 
hath amounted to the Value of forty or fifty 
Pounds at the leaſt, meerly by Deſtruction of 
their Fruit Trees: and ſo in other Parts of Eng- 
land proportionably the like Damage hath been 
ſuſtained in this Reſpect. And as for other 
Trees, there has been a great Deſtruction made 
of them in many Places by this Storm. Several 
were blown down at Vlampton- Court. And three 


| thouſand braveOaks ar leaſt, hut in one principal 


Part of the Foreſt of Dean, belonging to his 
Majeſty. Ia a little Grove at /,, belonging 
to the Lord of Herford (which together with 
the Spice of the Steeple before. mentioned, were 
the moſt conſiderabiæ Ornaments of that Town) 
are blown down ar leaſt two hundred goodly 
Trees, one of which was an Aſh, which had 
ten Load of Wood upon 1 it: there are now ſew 
Trees lefe there. 

In Bramion Bryan Park in the County a He- | 
refora, belonging to Sir Edward Harly, one of the | 
late Knights of the Bath, above thirteen hundred 
Frees are blown down; and above ſix hundred 
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in Hopton Park not far from it: and thus it is pro- 
portionably in moſt Places where this Storm was 
felt. And the Truth is, the Damage which« 
the People of this Nation have ſuſtained upon all 
Accounts by this Storm, is not eaſily to be va- 
lued : ſome ſober and diſcreet People, who have 
endeavoured to cornpute the Loſs of the ſeveral 
Countries one with another, by the Deſtruction of 
Houſes and Barns, theblowing away of Hovels 
and Ricks of Corn, the falling of Trees, Cc. do be- 
lieve it can come to little leſs than two Millions 
of Money. 

There are yet behind many Particulars of a 
diſtinct Nature from thoſe that have been ſpo- 
ken of; ſome whereot are very wonderful, and 
call for a very ſerious Obſervation of them. 

In the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, eſpe- 
cially on the Bridge and near Malling ford. Houſe, 
ſeveral Perſons were blown down one on the 
Top of another. 

In Hertfordſhire, a Man was taken up, carried 
r Pole in Length, and blown over a very high 
Hedge; and the like in other Places. 

The Water in the River of Thames, and o- 
ther Places, was in a very ſtrange manner 
blown up into the Air: Yea, in the new Pond 
in James's Park, the Fiſh, to the Number of at 
[catt two Hundred, where blown out and lay 
by the Bank- ide, whereof many were Eye- 
witneſſes. | 

At Mozeclack in Sarry, the Birds, as they at- 
tempted to fly, were beaten down to the Ground 
by the Violence of the Wind. 


At 
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At Epping in the County of Eſſex, a ve 
great Oak was blown down, which of it Cl 
was raiſed again, and doth grow firmly ar this 
Day. 

Ar Taunton, a great Tree was blown down, 
the upper Part whereof reſted upon a Bric': or 


Stone-wall, and aſter a little time, by tb 
of the Wind, the lower part of tje was 
blown quite over the Wall. 

In the City of Hereford, ſevenr ere, 
by the Violence of the Wind 25 {+1 the 


Ground; one Man (as it is cre:bly ported) 
at leaſt ſix Yards. 

The great Fane at Whitehal was blown down; 
and one of the four which were upon the white 


Tower, and two more of them ſtrangely bent; 


which are to be ſeen at this Day, to the Admi- 
ration of all that behold them. 4 
The ſeveral Triumphant Arches in the City of 


London were much ſhattered and torn ; That in 


Leaden- Hall. ſtreet loſt the King's Arms, and ma- 
ny other rare Pieces that were affixed to it; That 
in Cheapſide, which repreſented the Church, ſuf- 
tered very much by the Fury of the Storm; 
and a great Part of that in Fleetſtreet (which re- 
preſented Plenty) was blown down : bur, bleſſed 
be God, none as we hear of were either killed 
or hurt by the Fall of it. 

The Wind was fo ſtrong, that it blew down | 
ſeveral Carts loaded with Hay in the Road be- 


tween Barnet and London; and in other Roads 


leading to the City of London. 
| Norwich 
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Norwich Coach, with four or ſix Horſes, was 
not able to come towards London, but ſtayed 
by the way till the Storm was ſomewhat aba- 
ted. 

It is alſo credibly reported, That all, or ſome 
of the Heads which were ſet up upon MWeſtmin- 


ſter-Hall, were that Day blown down. 


There was a very dreadful Lightning which 
did at firſt accompany the Storm, and by it ſome 
of his Majeſty's Houſhold conceive that the Fire 
which happened at Whitehall that Morning, was 
kindled ; as alſo that at Greenwich, by which 
(as we are informed) ſeven or eight Houſes 
were burnt down. 


Thus far the Author of Mirabilis Annis. 


*Tis very obſervable, that this Storm blew 


from the ſame Quarter as the laſt, and that they 
had leſs of it Northward than here; in which 
they were much alike. 

Nou as theſe Storms were perhaps very furi- 
ous in fome Places, yet they neither came up 
to the Violence of this, nor any way to be come 
pard for che Extent, and when ruinous in one 
Country, were hardly heard of in the next. 


But this terrible Night ſhook all Europe; and 


how much farther it extended, he only knows 
who has his way in the Whirlwind, and in the 


Storm, ami the Clouds are the Duſt of his 


beet, | 
As this Storm was firſt felt from the Weſt, 
ſome have conjectur'd that the firſt Generation 
or rather Collection of Materials, was from the 
| Con- 
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Continent of America, poſſibly from that part 
of Florida and Virginia where, if we reſpect na- 
tural Cauſes, the Confluence of Vapours rais'd 
by the Sun from the vaſt and unknown Lakes 
and Inland Seas of Water, which as ſome relate 
are incredibly large as well as numerous, might 
afford ſufficient Matter for the Exhalation; and 
where time adding to the Preparation, God, 
who has generally confin'd his Providence to 


the Chain of natural Cauſes, might muſter to- 


gether thoſe Troops of Combuition till they 
made a ſufficient Army duly proportion'd to the 
Expedition delign'd, 

I am the rather inclin'd to this Opinion, be- 
cauſe we are told, they felt upon that Coaſt an 
unuſual Tempeſt a few Days before the fatal 
27th of November. 

I confeſs, 1 have never ſtudied the Motion 
of the Clouds ſo nicely, as to calculate how 
long time this Army of Terror might take up 
in its furious March; poſhbly the Velocity of 
its Motion might not be fo great at its firſt ſet- 
ting out as it was afterward, as a Horſe that is 
to run a Race does not immediately put himſelf 
into the height of his Speed: and tho? it may be 
true, that by the length of the way the force of 
the Wind ſpends it ſelf, and ſo by degrees cea- 


ſes as the Vapour finds more room for Dilation; 


beſides, yer we may ſuppoſe a Conjunction of 
{ome contederateMatter which might fall in with 
it by the way, or which meeting it at its Arri- 
val here, might join Forces in executing the 
Commiſſion receiy'd from above, all natural 

| Cau- 
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Cauſes being allow'd a Subſerviency to the 
Direction of the great ſupream Cauſe; yet 
where the vait Collection of Matter had its 
firſt Motion, as it did not all take Motion in one 
and the ſame moment, ſo when all the Parts had 
felt the Influence, as they advanc'd and preſs'd 
thoſe before them. the Violence mult increaſe in 
proportion: and thus we may conceive that the 
Motion might not have arriv'd at its Meridian 
Violence till it reach'd our Iſland ; and even 
then it blew ſome Days with more than com- 
mon fury, yet much leſs than that laſt Night of 
its force; and even. that Night the Violence was 
not at its ektremity till about an hour before 
Sun riſe, and then it continued declining, tho? it 
blew a full Storm for four Days after it. 

Thus Providence, by whoſe ſpecial Direction 
the Quantity and Conduct of this Judgment 
was manag'd, ſeem'd to proportion things ſo, 
as that by the courſe of things the proportion of 
Matter being, ſuited to Diſtance of Place, the 
Motion ſhou'd arrive at its full Force juſt at the 
Place where its Execution was to begin. 

As then our Iſland was the firit, this way, to 
receive the Impreſſions of the violent Motion, 
it had the terribleſt Effects here; and continue 
ing its ſteady Courſe, we find it carried a true 
Line clear over the Continent of Europe, tra- 
vers d England, France, Germany, the Baltic 
Sea, and paſſing the Northern Continent of 
Sweedland, Finland, Muſccuy, and part of Tarta- 
ry, muſt at laſt loſe it felt in the vaſt Northern 
Ocean, Where Man never came, and * 
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2 faiPd; and its Violence cou'd have no effect, but 
upon the vaſt Mountains of Ice and the huge 
| Drifts of Snow, in which Abyſs of Moiſture and 
. Cold it is very probable the Force of it was 
q check'd, and the World reſtor'd to Calmneſs 
| and Quiet: and in this Circle of Fury it might 
find its End not far off from where it had its 
Beginning, the Fierceneſs of the Motion perhaps 
not arriving to a Period, till having paſs'd the 
Pole, it reached again the Northern Parts of 
America. | 
The Effects of this impetuous Courſe, are the 
proper Subjects of this Book; and what they 
might be before our Iſland felt its Fury, who 
can tell? Thoſe unhappy Wretches who had 
the misfortune to meet it in its firſt Approach, 
can tell us little, having been hurried by its ir- 
reſiſtible Force directly into Eternity: how ma- 
ny they are, we cannot pretend to give an Ac- 
count; we are told of about ſeventeen Ships, 
which having been out at Sea are never heard 
of: which is the common way of Diſcourſe of 
Ships founder d in the Ocean: and indeed all we 
can ſay of them is, the fearful Exit they have 
| made among the Mountains of Waters, can on- 
| ly be duly reflected on by thoſè who have ſeen 
thoſe Wonders of God in the Deep. 

Yet I cannot omit here to obſerve, That this 
Loſs was in all probability much leſs than it 
would otherwiſe have been; becauſe the Winds ** 
having blown with very great Fury, ar the * 
ſame Point, for near fourteen Days before the / * 
Violence grew to its more uncommon * 

al 
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all thoſe Ships which were newly gone to Sea 

were forc'd back, of which ſome were driven 9 

into Plymouth and Falmouth who had been above 

a hundred and fifty Leagues at Sea; others, | 

which had been farther, took Sanctuary in Ire- 19 

land. | 10 
On the other hand, All thoſe Ships which 3 | 


were homeward bound, and were within 500 
Leagues of the Exgliſh Shore, had been hurried 13 
ſo furiouſly on afore it ¶ as the Seamen ſay ) that 1 | 
they had reach'd their Port before the Extre- 1 
mity of the Storm came on; ſo that the Sea was 14 
as it were {wept clean of all Shipping, thoſe ö | 
which were coming home were blown home N 
before their time; thoſe that had attempted to 
put to Sea, were driven back again inipight of 
all their Skill and Courage: for the Wind had i 
blown ſo very hard, directly into the Channel, 4 
that there was no poſſibility of their keeping the 4 
Sea whoſe Courſe was not right afore the Wind. 4 
On the other hand, theſe two Circumſtances 2 If 
had fill'd all our Ports with unuſual Fleets of 
Ships, either juſt come home or outward-bound, 
and conſequently the Loſs among them was ve- ' i id 
ry terrible; and the Havock it made among 4 | 
them, tho? it was not ſo much as every body 1 | 
expected, was ſuch as no Age or Circumſtance EP. 


can ever parallel, and we hope will never feel (1 if 

again. ' wy.” 

Nay, ſo high the Winds blew even before 1 

that we call the Storm, that had not᷑ that intole- 0 

rable Tempett follow d fo ſoon after, we ſhould 1 Ui 

\ have counted thoic Winds extraordinary high - : 4 
an 8; 


"if 


| 
a 
| 
f 
J 


1 ( 64 ) 


and any one may judge of the Truth of the 
from theſe few Particulars; That the RH. 


Fleet, compos d of near a hundred Sail, which 


Hhappen'd to be then upon the Coaſt, was abſo- 


lutely diſpers'd and ſcatter'd, ſome got into 
Newcaftle, ſome into Hull, and ſome into Yar. 
mouth Roads; two founder'd in the Sea; one or 
two more run a-{hore, and were loſt ; and the 
Reſerve Frigat, their Con vOo/, founder'd in Tax. 
mouth Roads, all her Men being loſt, and no 
Boat from the Shore durit go off to relieve her, 
tho? it was in the Day-time, but all her Men 
periſhed. 

In the ſame previous Storms the 
Man of War was loſt off of Harwich ; but by 
the help of ſmaller Veſſels moſt of her Men 
were ſav'd. | 

And {o high the Winds blew for neat a Fort- 
night, that no Ship ſtirr'd out of Harbour; and 
all the Veſſels, great or ſmall, that were out at 
Sea, made for ſome Port or other for ſhelter. 

In this juncture of time it happen'd, that to- 
gether with the Raſſia Fleet, a great Fleet of 
Laden Colliers, near 300 Sail, were juſt put 
out of the River Tine: and theſe being generally 
deep and unweildy Ships, met with hard mea- 
ſure, tho? not ſo fatal to them as was expected: 
ſuch of them as could run in for Humber, where 


a great many were lolt afterwards, as I ſhall 


relate in its courſe; {ome got ſhelter under the 
high Lands of Cromer and the Northern Shores 
of the County of Norfolk, and thę greater num- 
ber reach'd into Tarmonrl Roads, | 
80 


1 

So that when the Great Storm came, our 
Ports round the Sea-Coait of Englaud were ex- 
ceeding full of Ships of all ſorts: a brief account 
whereof take as follows. 

At Grinsby, Hull, and the other Roads of the 
Humber, lay about 80 Sail, great and ſmall, of 
which about 50 were Colliers, and part of the 
Raſſia Fleet as aforeſaid. 

In Tarmouth Roads there rode at leaſt 400 
Sail, being moſt of them Laden Colliers, Ruſſia 
Men, and Coaſters from Lynn and Hall. 

In the River of Thames, at the Nore, lay a- 
bout 12 Sail of the Queen's hir'd Ships and 
Store-ſhips, and only two Men of War. 

Sir Cloudſly Shovel was juſt arriv'd from the 
| Mediterranean with the Royal Navy: Part of 
them lay at Sr. Hellens, part in the Downs, and 
with 12 of the biggeſt Ships he was coming 


round. the Foreland to bring them into Chatham; 


and when the Great Storm began was at an 
Anchor at the Gunfleet, from whence the Aſſoci- 
ation was driven off from Sea as far as the Coaſt 
of Norway; What became of rhe reſt, I refer to 
a Chapter by it ſelf. | 

At Graveſend there rode five Eait India Men, 
and about 30 Sail of other Merchant-men, all 

outward bound. | 

| In the Downs 160 Sail of Merchant Ships out- 
ward bound, beſides that part of the Fleet which 
came in with Sir C/oud/ly Shovel, which conſiſt- 
ed of about 18 Men of War, with Tenders and 


Victuallers. | | 
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lay for the benefit of their Convoy ;” and the 
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At Portſmouth and Cowes there lay three 
Fleets; firſt, a Fleet of Tranſports and Tenders, 


who with Admiral Dzlks brought the Forces 


from Ireland that were to accompany the King 
of Spain to Lisbon; ſecondly, a great, Fleet 0 
Victuallers, Tenders, Store ſhips, and Tran. 
ports, Which lay ready for the ſame Voyage, 
together with about 40 Merchant - ſhips, who 


third Article was, the Remainder of the Grand 
Fleet which came in with Sir Cloudſly Shovel; 
in all almoſt 300 Sail, great and ſmall. 

In Phlmouth Sound, Falmouth and Milfori 
Havens, were particularly ſeveral ſmall Fleet; 
of Merchant-ſhips, driven in for Shelter and 
Harbour from the Storm, moſt homeward 
bound from the Iſlands and Colonies of Ame. 
FY1Cd, 1 

The Virginia Fleet, Barbadoes Fleet, and ſome 
Eat India Men, lay ſcatter'd in all our Ports, 
and in Xinſale in Ireland there lay near 80 Sail, 
hameward bound and richly laden. 

At Briſtol about 20 Sail of home-bound Wei 
India Men, not yet unladen. 

In Holland, the Fleet of Tranſports for Liabon 
waited for the King of Spain, and ſeveral Eng- 
liſh Men of War lay at Helvoet Sluice; the Dutch 
Fleet from the Texel lay off of Caaſanar, with 


their Forces on Board, under the Admiral Cal- 


lenberge. Both theſe Fleets made 180 Sail. 

I think I may very ſafely affirm, That hard- 
ly in the Memory of the oldeſt Man living, was 
2 juncture of Time when an Accident of this 
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nature could have happen'd, that ſo much Ship- 
ping, laden out and home, ever was in Port at 
one time. pls 5 : 

No Man will wonder that the Damages to 
this Nation were fo great, if they conlider theſe 2 
unhappy Circumſtances: it ſhou'd rather be | 
wonder d at, that we have no more Diſaſters | 
to account to Poſterity, but that the Navigation 171 
of this Country came off ſo well. I) 

And therefore ſome People have excus'd the 1 
Extra vagancies of the Paris Gazetteer, who af- 
firm'd in Print, chat there was 30000 Sea-· men = 
loſt in the ſeveral Ports of England, and 300 4 
Sail of Ships; which they ſay was a probable | 
ConjeQure ; and that conkidering the multitude = 1 
of Shipping, the Opennels of the Roads in the 
Downs, Yarmouth, and the Nore, and the prodi- _ 
gious Fury of the Wind, any Man would have | 
gueſs'd the ſame as he. 1 

'Tis certain, It is a thing wonderful to conſi- 
der, that eſpecially in the Downs and Tarmouth 
Roads any thing ſhou'd be fate: all Men that | 
know how wild a Road the firſt is, and what +1 
Crowds of Ships there lay in the laſt ; how al- 
moſt every thing quitted the Road, and neither 
Anchor nor Cable would hold; mult wonder 
what Shift or what Courſe the Mariners could 
direct themſelves to for Saicty. 

Some which had not a Matt ſtanding, nor an 
Anchor or Cable left them, went out to Sea 
wherever the Winds drove them; and lying 
like a Trough in the Water, wallow'd about 
till the Winds abarcd ; and after were driven, 
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' fome into one Port, ſome into another, as Pro- 
vidence guided them. 
In ſhort, Horror and Confuſion ſeiz d upon 
all, whether on Shore or at Sea: No Pen can de- 
. ſcribe it, no Tongue can expreſs it, no Thought 
= conceive it, unleſs ſome of thoſe who were in 
4 the Extretnity of it; and who, being touch'd 
* with a due ſenſe of the ſparing Mercy of their 
Maker, retain the deep Impreſſions of his Good. 
neſs upon their Minds, tho? the Danger be paſt: 
and of thoſe I doubt the Number is but few. 
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HE particular dreadful Effects of this 
Tempeſt, are the Subject of the enſuing 


der is not to expect that all the Particulars can 
be put into this Account, and perhaps many ve- 
ry remarkable Paſſages may never come to our 
Knowledge; yet as we have endeavour'd to 
turniſh our ſelves with the moſt authentick Ac- 
counts we could from all Parts of the Nation, 
and a great many worthy Gentlemen have con- 
tributed their Aſſiſtance in various, and ſome 
very exact Relations and curious Remarks; fo 
we pretend, not to be meanly furniſh'd for this 
Work. | „ 

Some Gentlemen, whoſe Accounts are but of 
common and trivial Damages, we hope will 
not take it il] from the Author, if they are not 
inſerted at large; for that we are willing to put 
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Part of this Hiſtory: And tho? the Rea- 
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in nothing here common with otherAccidents of 
like nature; or vvhich may not be vvorthy of a 
Hiſtory and a Hiſtorian to record them; nothing 
but, what may ſerve to aſſiſt in convincing Po- 
ſterity that this was the molt violent Tempeſt 
the World ever ſaw. | 

From hence *twill follow, that thoſe Towns 
who only had their Houſes until'd, their Barns 
and Hovels levell'd with the Ground, and the 

like, will find very little notice taken of them 
in this Account; becauſe if theſe were to be 
the Subject of a Hiſtory, I preſume it mult be 
equally voluminous with Fox, Grimſton, Holin- 
ſhead or Stom. : | 
Nor ſhall I often trouble the Reader with the 
Multitude or Magnitude of Trees blown down, 
whole Parks ruin'd, fine Walks defac'd, and 
Orchards laid flat, and the like : and tho? I had, 
my ſelf, the Curioſity to count the Number of 
Trees, in a Circuit I rode, over moſt part of 
Kent, in which being tired with the Number, 
I left off reckoning after J had gone on to 17000 
and tho' I have great reaſon to believe I did not 
' obſerve one halt of the Quantity; yet in ſomeParts 


of England, as in Devonſbire eſpecially, and che 


Counties of Worceſter, Glouceſter, and Herefora, 
which are full ot very large Orchards of Fruit- 
Trees, they had much more miſchief: 

In the Purſuir of this Work, I ſhall divide it 
into the following Chapters or Sections, that | 
may put it into as good Order as poſſible. 


1. Of 


(777 


i. Of the Damage in the City of London, &c. 
| - 1n the Countries. 


2. | 
14 7 in the Royal Navy. 

A; _ e To Shipping in general. 

5, by Earthquake. 

6 by High Tides. 


7. Remarkable Providences and Deliverances. 
8. Hardned and blaſphemous Contemners both 
of the Storm and its Effects. 7 
9. Some Calculations of Damage ſuſtain'd. 

10. The Concluſion. 


We had deſign'd a Chapter for the Damages 
abroad, and have been at no ſmall Charge to 
procure the Particulars from foreign Parts ; 
which are now doing in a very authentick man- 
ner: but as the World has been long expecting 
this Work, and ſeveral Gentlemen who were 
not a little contributing to the Information of 
the Author, being unwilling to ſtay any longer 
tor the Account, it was reſolved to put it into 
the Preſs without any farther Delay: and if the 
foreign Accounts can be obtain d in time, they 
ſhall be a Supplement to the Work; if not, 
ſome other Method ſhall be found out to make 
them publick. 
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I. Of the Damages in the City of London, 


and Parts adjacent. 


Indeed the City was a ſtrange Spectacle, the 
Morning after the Storm, as ſoon as the People 
could put their Heads out of Doors : though I 
believe, every Body expected the Deſtruction 
was bad enough ; yet I queſtion very much, if 
any Body believed the Hundredth Part of what 
they faw. | 

The Streets lay ſo covered with Tiles and 
Slates, from the Tops of the Houſes, eſpecially 
in the Out · parts, that the Quantity is incredible: 
and the Houſes were ſo univerſally ſtript, that 


all the Tiles in Fifty Miles round would be able 


to repair but a ſmall Part of it. 

Something may be gueſt at on this Head, 
from the ſudden Riſe of the Price of Tiles; 
which rife from 21 s. per Thouſand to 6 /. for 
plain Tiles; and from 5os. per Thouſand for 
Pantiles, to 10 J. and Bricklayers Labour 
to 55. per Day: And tho after the firſt Hurry 
the Prices fell again, it was not that the Quan- 
tity was ſupply'd ; but becauſe, 

It, The Charge was ſo extravagant, that 
an univerſal Neglect of themſelves, appeard 
both in Landlord) and Tenant ; an incredible 
Number of Houſes remain'd all the Winter un- 
covered, and expos d to all the Inconveniences 
of Wet and Cold; and are fo even at the Wri- 
ting of this Chapter. 

| 2. Thoſc 
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2. Thoſe People who found it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to cover their Houſes, but were unwil- 
lling to go to the extravagant Price of Tiles; 
chang'd their Covering to that of Wood, as a 
preſent Expedieat , till the Seaſon for making 
of Tiles ſhould come on; and the firſt Hurry 
being over, the Prices abate: and *tis on this 
Score, that we ſee, to this Day, whole Ranks of 
Buildings, as in Chriſt Church Hoſpital, the Tem- 
ple, Asks- Hoſpital, Old-ſtreet, Hog ſden-Squares, 
and infinite other Places, covered entirely with 
Deal Boards; and are like to continue ſo, per- 
haps a Year or two longer, for Want of Tiles, 

Theſe two Reaſons reduc'd the Tile-Mer- 
chants to ſell at a more moderate Price: But tis 
not an irrational Suggeſtion, that all the Tiles 
which ſhall be made this whole Summer, will 
not repair the Damage in the covering of Houſes 
within the Circumference of the City, and Ten 
Miles round. 

The next Article in our Street Damage was, 
the Fall of Chimneys; and as the Chimneys in 
the City Buildings are built in large Stacks, the 
Houſes being ſo high, the Fall of them had the 


more Power, by their own Weight, to de- 


moliſh the Houſes they fell upon. 

"Tis not poſſible to give a diſtinct Account of 
the Number, or particular Stacks of Chimneys, 
which fell in this fatal Night; but the Reader 
may gueſs by this Particular, that in Cænbray- 
Houſe, commonly ſo called, a great Houſe near 
Iſlington, belonging to the Family of the Comp- 
tons, Earls of Northampton, but now let out in- 
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to Tenements ; the Collector of theſe Remarks 
counted Eleven or Thirteen Stacks of Chimneys, 
either wholly thrown 1n, or the greateſt Parts 
of them at leaſt, what was expos'd to the Wind, 
blown off, I have heard Perſons, who pre- 
tended to obſerve the Deſolation of that terrible 
Night very nicely ; and who, by what they had 
ſeen and enquired into, thought themſelves ca- 
pable of making ſome Calculations, affirm, They 
could give an Account of above Two Thouſand 
Stacks of Chimneys blown down in and about 
London; beſides Gable Ends of Houſes, ſome 
whole Roofs, and Sixteen or Twenty whole 
Houſes in the Out-Parts. 


Under the Diſaſter of this Article, it ſeems moſt. 


proper to place the Loſs of the Peoples Lives,who 
fell in this Calamity ; ſince molt of thoſe, who 
had the Misfortune to be killed, were buried, or 


beaten to Pieces with the Rubbiſh of the ſeveral 
Stacks of Chimneys that fell. 


Of theſe, our Weekly Bills of Mortality gave 


us an Account of Twenty One; beſides ſuch as 


were drown'd in the River, and never found : 
and beſides above Two Hundred People very 
much wounded and maim'd. 

One Woman was kilPd by the Fall of a Chim- 
ney in or near the Palaceof St. James's, and a Stack 
of Chimneys falling in the new unfiniſh'd Build- 
ing there, and carried away a Piece of the Coin ot 
the Houſe, tg 

Nine Souldiers were hurt, with the Fall of 


the Roof of the Guard-houſe at Whizehall, but 


none of them died. 
- A Di- 


” 

A Diſtiller in Dae. ſtreet, with his Wife, and 
Maid-ſervant, were all buried in the Rubbiſh 
of a Stack of Chimneys, which forced all the 
Floors, and broke down to the, Bottom of the 
Houſe; the Wife was taken out alive, though 
very much bruiſed, but her Husband and the 
Maid loſt their Lives. 

One Mr. Dyer, a Plaiſterer in Fetter-Lane 
finding the Danger he was in by the ſhaking of 
the Houſe, jumpt out of Bed to fave himſelf; 
and had, in all Probability, Time enough to 
have got out of the Houſe, but ſtaying to ſtrike 
a Light, a Stack of Chimneys fell in upon him, 
kilPd him, and wounded his Wife. 

Two Boys at one Mr. Parefoy's, in Croſs-ſtreet 
Hatton-Garden, were both kill'd, and buried in 
the Rubbiſh of a Stack of Chimneys ; and a 
third very much wounded. 

A Woman in Jewin-ſtreet, and Two Perſons 
more near Alderſgate- ſtreet, were kill'd ; the firſt, 
as it is reported, by venturing to run out of the 
Houſe into the Street ; and the other Two by 
the Fall of a Houſe. | 

In Threadneedle. ſtreet, one Mr.Simpſon, a Scrive- 
ner being in Bed and faſt a- ſleep, heard nothin 
of the Storm; but the reſt of the Family being 
more ſenſible of Danger, ſome of them went 
up, and wak d him; and telling him their, own 
Apprehenſions, preſs'd him to rife ; but he too 
fatally ſleepy, and conſequently unconcern'd at 
the Danger, told them, he did not apprehend 
any Thing; and fo, notwithſtanding all their 
Perſuaſions, could not be prevailed with to riſe: 
they 
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they had not been gone many Minutes out of 
his Chamber, before the Chimneys fell in, 


broke through the Roof over him, and kilbd 
him in his Bed. 
A Carpenter in White-Croſs-ftreet was kill'd 


_ almoſt in the ſame Manner, by aStack of Chim- 


neys of the Swan Tavern, which fell into his 
Houſe : it was reported, That his Wife earneſtly 
deſir'd him not to go to Bed; and had prevail'd 
upon him to ſit up till near two a Clock, but 
then finding himſelf very heavy, he would go 
to Bed againſt all his Wife's Intreaties ; after 
which, ſhe wak d him, and deſir'd him to riſe, 
which he refus'd, being ſomething angry for 
being diſturbd; and going to ſleep again, was 
kill'd in his Bed: and his Wife, who would 
not go to Bed, eſcap'd. 

In this Manner, our Weekly Bills gave us an 
Account of Twenty One Perſons kill'd in the 
City of London, and Parts adjacent. 

Some of our printed Accounts give us larger 
and plainer Accounts of the Loſs of Lives, than 
Iwill venture to affirm for Truth; as of ſeveral 
Houſes near Moor- Fields levell'd with the Ground: 
Fourteen People drowned in a Wherry going to 
Graveſend, and Five in a Wherry from Chelſey. 
Not that it is not very probable to be true; but 
as I reſolve not to hand any thing to Poſterity, 
but what comes very well atteſted, I omit ſuch 
Relations as I have not extraordinary Aſſurance 
as to the Fact. | 


The 
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The Fall of Brick-Walls, by the Fury of this 


Tempeſt, in and about London, would make 
a little Book of it ſelf; and as this affects the 


Out- Parts chiefly, where the Gardens and Yards 
are wall'd in, ſo few ſuch have eſcap'd : at St. 
7awes's a conliderable part of the Garden Wall; 
at Greenwich: Park there are ſeveral pieces of the 
Wall down for an Hundred Rods in a Place; 
and ſome much more, at Batzerſey, Chelſey, 
Putney, at Clapham, at Deptford, at Hackney, 
Iſlington, Hogſdew, Wood's Cloſe by St. Johms 
Street, and on every ſide the City, the Walls 
of the Gardens have generally felt the Shock 
and lie flat on the Ground twenty, thirty Rod 
of walling in a Place. 

The publick Edifices of the City come next 
under our Conſideration ; and theſe have had 
their Share in the Fury of this terrible Nighr. 

A part of her Majeſty's Palace, as is before 
obſery'd, with a Stack of Chimneys in the 
Centre of the new Buildings, then not quite fi- 
niſhed, fell with ſuch a terrible Noiſe as very 
much alarm'd the whole Houſhold. 


The Roof of the Guard-houſe at Whitehall, 


as is alſo obſerv'd before, was quite blown off; 
and the great Vane, or Weather-Cock atWhite- 
ball blown down. | 

The Lead, on the Tops of the Churches 
and other Buildings, was in many Places rolFd 
up like a Roll of Parchmeot, and blown in 
ſome Places clear off from the Buildings ; 
as at Weſtminſter Abby, St. Andrews Holbourn, 
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Chriſte Church Hoſpital, and abundance of other 
Places. 

Two of the new built Turrets, on the Top of 
St. Mary Alder mary Church, were blown off, 
whereof One ſell upon the Roof of the Church 


J 


of Eight Pinnacles on the Top of St. Albans 


Woodſtreet, Five of them were blown down ; 
Part of One of the Spires of St. Mary Overies 
blown off; Four Pinnacles on the Steeple of 
St. Michael Crooked Lane blown quite off: The 
Vanes and Spindles of the Weather-Cocks, in 
many Places, bent quite down; as on St. Mi. 
chael Cornhil, St. Sepulchres, the Tomer, and di- 
vers other Places. | 

It was very remarkable, that the Bridge over 
the Thames received but little Damage, and not 


in Proportion to what in common Reaſon might 


be expected; ſince the Buildings there ſtand 
high, and are not ſheltered, as they are in the 
Streets, one by another. 

If I may be allow'd to give this Philoſophical 


 Acoount of it, I hope it may not be abſurd; 


that the Indraft of the Arches underneath the 
Houſes giving Vent to the Air, it paſt there 
with a more than common Current; and con- 
{equently relieved the Buildings, by diverting 
the Force of the Storm: I ask Pardon of the in- 
genious Reader tor this Opinion, if it be not re- 
gular, and only preſent it to the World for 
Want of a better; it thole better furniſhed that 
Way will ſupply us with a truer Account, I 
{hall withdraw mine, and ſubmit to theirs. 55 
Fac 
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Fact however is certain, that the Houſes on the 
Bridge did not ſuffer in Proportion to the other 
Places; though all mult allow, they do not ſeem 
to be ſtronger built, than other Streets of the 
ſame ſort. 

Another Obſervation I cannot but make ; 
to which, as I have Hundreds of Inſtances, fo 
I have many more Witneſſes to the Truth of 
Fact, and the uncommon Experiment has made 
it the more obſerv'd. 

The Wind blew, during the whole Storm, 
between the Points of S. W. and N. W. not 
that I mean it blew at all theſe Points, but I 
take a Latitude of Eight Points to avoid Excep- 
tions, and to confirm my Argument; ſince 
what I am inſiſting upon, could not be a natu- 
ral Cauſe from the Winds blowing in any of thoſe 
particular Points. 

If a Building ſtood North and South, it muſt 
be a Conſequcnce that the Eaſt-fide Slope of 
the Roof muſt be the Lee-ſide, he out of the 
Wind, be weather'd by the Ridge, and conſe- 
quently receive no Damage in a direct Line. 

But againſt this rational way of arguing, we 
are convinced by Demonſtration and Experi- 
ment, after which Argument muſt be ſilent. It 
was not in one Place or I wo, but in many 
Places; that where a Building ſtood ranging 
North and South, the Sides or Slopes of the Roof 
to the Eaſt and the Weſt, the Eaſt- ſide of the 
Roof would be ſtript and untiled by the Vio- 
lence of the Wind; and the Welt Side, 
which 
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which lay open to the Wind, be found and un. 
touch'd. 

This, I conceive, muſt happen either where 
the Building had ſome open Part, as Windows 
or Doors to receive the Wind in the Inſide, 
which being puſht forward by the fucceedin 
Particles of the Air, muſt force its Way forwar 
and ſo lift off the Tiling on the Leward Side of 
the Building; or it muſt happen from the Poli- 
tion of ſuch Building near fome other higher 
Place or Building, where the Wind being re- 
puls d, muſt be forc'd back again in Eddies; 
and conſequently taking the Tiles from the 
lower Side of the Roof, rip them up with the 
more Eaſe. 

However it was, it appear'd in many Places, 
the Windward Side of the Roof would be whole, 
and the Leeward Side, or the Side from the 
Wind, be untiled; in other Places, a high Build- 
ing next the Wind has been not much hurt, 
and a lower Building on the Leeward Side of the 
high One clean ript, and hardly a Tile left upon 
it this is plain in the Building of Chriſt Charch 
Hoſpital in London, where the Building on the 
Weſt and South Side of the Cloyſter was at leaſt 
Twenty Five Foot higher than the Eaſt Side, 
and yet the Roof of the lower Side on the 
Eaſt was quite untiled by the Storm; and 
remains at the Writing of This covered 
with Deal Boards above an Hnndred Foot in 
Length. 


The 
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The blowing down of Trees may come in for 
another Article in this Part; of which, in Pro- 
portion to the Quantity, here was as much as in 
any Part of Fugland: Some printed Accounts 
12 of Seventy Trees inMoorfields blown down, 
which may be true; but that ſome of them 
were Three Yards about, as is affirmed by rhe 
Authors, I cannot allow : above a Hundred 
Elms in St, James's Park, tome whereof were of 
luch Growth, as they tell us they were planted 
by Cardinal Woolſey ; whether that Parc of it 
be true or not, 1s little to the Matter, but 
only to imply that they were "oy great Trees : 
about Baums, commonly call'd Mhirmore houſe, 
there were above Two Hundred Trees blown 
down, and ſome of them of extraordinary Size 
broken off in the middle. . 

And 'twas obſerv'd, that in the Morning after 
the Storm was abated, it blew ſo hard, the Wo- 
men, who uſually go for Milk to the Cow keep- 
ers in the Villages round the City, were not 
able to go along with their Pails on their Heads; 
and One, that was more hardy than the reſt, 
was blown away by the Fury of the Storm, and 
forced into a Pond, but by ſtrugling hard got 
out, and avoided being drowned; and ſome 
that ventured out with Milk the Evening after, 
had their Pails and Milk blown off from their 
Heads. 5 

'Tis impoſſible to enumerate the Particulars 
of the Damage fuffered, and of the Accidents 
which happened under theſe ſeveral Heads, in 
and about the City of London: The Houſes 
G look'd 


People; all Buſineſs ſeem'd to be laid aſide for 
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looked like Skeletons, and an univerſal Air of 
Horror ſeem d to ſit on the Countenances of the 


the Time, and People were generally intem 
upon getting Help to repair their Habitations, 

It pleaſed God ſo to direct things, that there 
fell no Rain in any conſiderable Quantity, ex. 
cept what fell the ſame Night or the enſuing 
Day, for near Three Weeks after the Storm, 
2 it was a Timeof the Year that is generally 

ripping. Had a wet Rainy Seaſon followed 
the Storm, the Damage which would have been 
ſuffered in and about this City to Houſhold 
Goods, Furniture and Merchandiſe, would have 
been incredible, and might have equall'd all the 
the reſt of the Calamity : but the Weather 
prov'd fair and temperate for near a Month after 
the Storm, which gave. People a great deal of 
Leiſure in providing themſelves Shelter, and for- 
tifying their Houſes againſt the Accidents of 
Weather by Deal Boards, old Tiles, Pieces of Sail 
Cloth, Tarpaulin, and the like. | 
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II. Of the Damages in the Country, 


As the Author of this was an Eye-witneſs and 
Sharer of the Particulars in the former Chapter ; 
ſo, to furniſh the Reader with Accounts as au- 
thentick; and which he has as much cauſe to de- 
pend upon as if he had ſeen them, he has the 
ſeveral Particulars following from like Eye wit- 
neſſes, and that in ſuch a manner, as I think 
their Teftimony is not to be queſtion'd, moſt of 
the Gentlemen being of Piety and Reputation. 

And as a Publication was made to deſire all 
Perſons who were willing to contribute to the 
forwarding this Work, and to tranſmit the Me- 
mory of ſo ſignal a judgment to Poſterity, that 
they would be pleas'd to ſend up ſuch authen- 
tick Accounts of the Miſchiefs, Damages, and 
Diſaſters in their reſpective Countries that the 
World might rely on; it cannot, without à great 
breach of Charity, be \nppos'd that Men mov'd 
by ſuch Principles, Without any private Intereſt 
or Advantage, would forge: any thing to im- 
poſe upon the World, and abuſe Mankind in 
Ages to come. | 

Intereſt, Parties, Strife, Faction, and parti- 
cular Malice, with all che {curvy Circumſtances 
attending ſuch things, may prompt Men to 
{train a Tale beyond its real Extent ; but, that 
Men ſhow'd invent a Story to amuſe Poſterity, 
in a Caſe where they have no manner of Motive, 
where the only Deſign is to preſerve the Re- 
membrance of Divine Vengeance, and put our 
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Children in mind of God's Judgments upon 
their ſinful Fathers, this would be telling a Lye 
for God's fake, and doing Evil for the ſake of 
ir ſelf, which is a {tep beyond the Devil. 
Belides, as moſt of our Relators have not 
only given us their Names, and fign'd the Ac. 
counts they have ſent, but have alſo given us 
Leave to hand their Names down to Poſterity 
with the Record of the Relation they give, we 
would hope no Man will be ſo uncharitable to 
believe that Men would be forward to ſet their 
Names to a voluntary Untruth, and have them- 
ſelves recorded to Poſterity for having, without 
Motion, Hope, Reward, or any other reaſon, 


impos'd a Falſity upon the World, and diſho- 


nour'd our Relation with the uſeleſs Banter of an 
Vntruth. 

Me cannot therefore but think, that as the 
Author believes himſelf ſufficiently back'd by 
the Authority of the Vouchers he preſents, fo 
alter what has been here premis'd, no Man will 
have'any room to ſuſpect us of Forgery. 

The enſuing Relation therefore, as to Dama- 
ges in the Country, ſhall conſiſt chiefly of Let- 
ters from the reſpective Places where ſuch things 
have happen'd ; only that as all our Letters are 
not conciſe enough to be printed as they are, 
where it is otherwiſe the Letter is digeſted into 


- a Relation only; in which the Reader is afſur'd 


wy have always kept cloſe to rhe matter of 

act, 
And firſt, I ſhall preſent ſuch Accounts as 
are entire, and related by Men of Letters, 
prin- 
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principally by the Clergy ; which ſhall be given 
you in their own Words. 

The firſt is from Stowmarket in Suffolk, where, 
by the Violence of the Storm, the fineſt Spire 
in that County, and but new built, viz, with- 
in thirty Years, was overthrown, and tell upon 
the Church. The Letter is ſign'd by the reve- 
rend Miniſter of the Place, and vouched by 
two of the principal Inhabitants, as follows. 


SIR, 


H ſeen an Advertiſement of a Deſign 
to perpetuate the Remembrance of the 
late dreadful Storm, by publiſhing a Collection 
of all the remarkable Accidents occaſion'd by it, 
and ſuppoling the Damage done to our Church 
to be none of the leaſt, we were willing to con- 
tribute ſomething to your Deſign, by ſending 
you an Account thereof as follows. 

We had formerly a Spire of Timber covered 
with Lead, of the height of 77 Foot; which be- 
ing in danger of falling, was taken down: and 
in the Year 1674, With the Addition of 10 
Loads of new Timber, 21 thouſand and 8 
hundred weight of Lead, a new one was erect- 
ed, 160 Foot high from the Steeple, with a 
Gallery at the height of 40 Foot all open, where- 
in hung a Clock-Bell of between 2 and 3 hun- 
dred Weight, The Spire ſtood bur 8 Yards a- 
bove the Roof of the Church; and yer by the 
extreme Violence of the Storm, a little before 6 
in the Morning the Spire was thrown down; 

6 and 


North, fell croſs the middle Wall, and broke 
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and carrying with it all the Battlements on the 
Eaſt ſide, it fell upon the Church at the diſtance 
of 28 Foot; for ſo much is the diſtance between 
the Steeple and the firſt Breach, which is on the 
North- ſide of the middle Roof, of the length of 
17 Foot, where it brake down 9 Spars clean, 
each 23 Foot long, and ſeverally ſupported with 
very itrong Braces, The Spire inclining to the 


off at the Gallery, the lower part falling in at 
the ajoreſaid Breach, and the upper upon the 
North lile, which is 24 Foot wide, with a flat 
Roof lately built, all new and very ſtrong: It 
carried all before it from ſide to ſide, making a 
Breach 37 Foot long, breaking in ſunder two 
large Beams that went a-croſs, which were 12 
Inches broad and 15 deep, beſides ſeveral other 
ſmaller. Beſides theſe two Breaches, there is a 
great deal of Damage done by the Fall of great 
Stones upon other parts of the Roof, as well as 
by the Wind's riving up the Lead, and a third 
part of the Pews broken all in pieces, every 
thing falling into the Church, except the Wes. 
ther-cock, which was found in the Church- 
yard, at a conſiderable diſtance, in the great 
Path that goes croſs by the Eaſt End of the 
Church, It will coſt above 400 7. to make al 
good as it was before, There were 3 ſingle 
Chimneys blown down, and a Stack of 4 more 
together, all about the ſame time; and ſome 


others ſo ſhaken, that they were forꝰd to be 


pull'd down; but, we thank God, no body 
hurt, tho one Bed was broken in 


eces that 
Was 


(87) 
was very oft lain in; no body lay in it that 
Night. Moſt Houſes ſuffered ſomething in their 
Tiling, and generally all round the Country, 
there is incredible Damage done to Churches, 
Houſes, and Barns, 
| Samuel Farr, Vicar. 
John Gaudy. | 
William Garrard. 


From Oxfordſhire we have an Account very 
authentick, and yet unaccountably ſtrange : but 
the reverend Author of the Story being a Gen: - 
tleman whoſe Credit we cannot diſpute, in ac- 
knowledgment to his Civility, and for the Ad- 
vantage of our true Delign, we give his Letter 
alſo verbatim. 


SIR, 


Mins with an Advertiſement of yours in 
IVI the Gazetrre of Monday laſt, I very much 
approved of the Defign, thinking it might be a 
great Motive towards making People, when 
they hear the Fate of others, return Thanks to 
Almighty God for his Providence in preſerving 
them. I accordingly was reſolved to ſend you 
all I knew. The Place where I have for ſome 
time lived is Beſſ-!/:igh, in Barkſhire, about four 
Miles S. W. of Oxoy. The Wind began with us 
much about One of the Clock in the Morning, 
and did not do much harm, only in untiling 
Houſes, blowing down a Chimney or two, 
without any Perſon hurt, and a few Trees: but 
what was me only. thing that was ſtrange, and 
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to be obſerved, was a very tall Elm, which was 
found the next Morning ſtanding, but perfectly 
twiſted round; the Root a little looſen'd, but 
not torn up. But what happened the Afternoon 
preceding, is abundantly more ſurprizing, and 


is indeed the Intent of this Letter. 


On Friday the 26th of November, in the After. 
noon, about Four of the Clock, a. Country Fel. 
low came running to me 1n a great Fright, and 
very earneſtly entreated me to go and fee a Pil- 
lar, as he call'd it, in the Air, in a Field hard 
by. I went with the Fellow; and when I came, 
taund it to be a Spout marching directly with 
the Wind: and I can think ot nothing I can 
compare it to better than the Trunk of an Ele- 
phant, which it reſembled, only much bigger. 
It was extended to a great Length, and {wept 
the Ground as it went, leaving a Mark behind. 
It croſſed a Field; and what was very ſtrange 


(and which I ſhould ſcarce have been induced 


to believe had I not my ſelf ſeen it, beſides ſeve- 
ral Country- men who were aſtoniſh'd at it) 
meeting with an Oak that ſtood towards the 
middle of the Field) ſnapped the Body of it 
aſunder. Afterwards croſſing a Road, it ſuck: 
ed up the Water that was in the Cart- ruts: then 
coming to an old Barn, it tumbled it down, 
and the Thatch that was on the Top was car- 
ried about by the Wind, which was then very 
high, in great confuſion. After this I followed 
it no farther, and therefore ſaw no more of it. 
But a Pariſhoner of mine going from hence to 
41nijey, in a Field about a quarter of a Mile of 
0 


„ 

of this Place, was on the ſudden knock'd down, 
and lay upon the Place till ſome People came by 
and brought him home; and he is not yet quite 
recovered. Having examined him, by all I can 
collect both from the Time, and Place, and Man- 
ner of his being knock d down, I muſt conclude 
it was done by the Spout, which, if its Force 
had not been much abated, had certainly kill'd 
him: and indeed I attribute his Illneſs more to 
the Fright, than the ſudden Force with which 
he was {truck down. 

I will not now enter into a Diſſertation on the 
Cauſe of Spouts, but by what I can underſtand 
they are cauſed by nothing but the Circumgy- 
ration of the Clouds, made by two contrary 
Winds meeting in a Point, and condenſing the 
Cloud till it falls in the Shape we ſee it; which 
by the twiſting Motion fucks up Water, and- 
doth much Miſchiet to Ships at Sea, where they 
happen oftner than at Land. Whichever of the 
two Winds prevails, as in the above-menti- 
oned was the S. W. at laſt diſſolves and diſſipates 
the Cloud, and then the Spout diſappears. 

This is all I have to communicate to you, 
wiſhing you all imaginable Succeſs in your Col- 


lection. Whether you infert this Account, I 


leave wholly to your own Diſcretion; but can 
aſſure you, that to moſt of theſe things, tho? ve- 
ry ſurprizing, I was my ſelf an Eye witneſs. I 
am, 

SIR, Por humble Servant, 


Dec. 12. 1703, Joſeph Ralton. 
The 
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The judicious Reader will obferve here, that 
this ſtrange Spout, or Cloud, or what elſe it may 
be call'd, was ſeen the Evening before the great 


Storm: from whence is confirm'd what I have 


ſaid before of the violent Agitation of the Air 
for ſome time before the Tempeſt, 

A ſhort, but very regular Account, from Wor. 
thampton, the Reader may take in the following 
Letter; the Perſon being of undoubred Credit 
and Reputation in the Town, and the Particu- 
lars very well worth remark, 


SIR, 


A Aving ſeen in the Gazerree an Intimation, 
that there would be a Memorial drawn 
up of the late terrible Wind, and the Effects of 
it, and that the Compoſer deſired Informations 
from credible Perſons, the better to enable him 
to do the ſame, I thought good to intimate what 
happen'd in this Town, and its Neighbourhood, 
1. The Weather- cock of All- Saints Church being 
placed on a mighty Spindle of Iron, was bowed 
together, and made uſeleſs. Many Sheets of 
Lead on that Church, as alſo on St. Giles and 
St. Sepulehires, rowled up like a Scroll. Three 
Windmills belonging to the Town blown down, 
to the Amazement ot all Beholders ; the mighty 
upright Poſt below the Floor of the Mills being 
ſnapt in two like a Reed. Two entire Stacks of 
Chimneys in a Houſe uninhabited fell on two 


ſeveral Roofs, and made a moſt amazing Ruin 


in the Chambers, Floors, and even to the lower 
| Win- 
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Windows.and Wainſcot, ſplitting and tearing it 
as if a Blow by Gun-powder had happen'd. The 
Floods at this inſtant about the South Bridge, 
from a violent 8. W. Wind, roſe to a great and 
amazing height; the Wind coming over or a- 
thwart large open Meadows, did exceeding da- 
mage in that part of the Town, by — 
down ſome whole Houſes, carrying whole Ro 
at once into the Streets, and very many leſſer 
Buildings of Tanners, Fell-mongers, Dyers, 
Glue-· makers, Cc. yet, through the Goodneſs of 
God, no Perſon killed or maimed: the mighty 

Doors of the Seſſions-houſe, barr'd and lock d, 
forced open, whereby the Wind entring, made 
a miſerable Havock of the large and los Win- 
dows: a Pinnacle on the Gaild- hall, with the 
Fane, was alſo blown down. To ſpeak of Hou- 
ſes ſhatter'd, Corn-ricks and Hovels blown from 
their Standings, would be endleſs. In Sir Tho- 
mas Sammell's Park a very great headed Elm was 
blown over the Park-Wall into the Road, and 

et never touched the Wall, being carried ſome 
Yards. 1 have confined my felt to this Town, 
If the Compoſer finds any thing agreeable to his 
Delign, he may uſe it or diſmiſs it at his Diſ- 
cretion. Such Works of Providence are worth 
recording. Iam 


Northewpren, Tour loving Friend, 
Dec. 12. 1703. 


Ben. Bullivant. 


The following Account from Berkly and other 
Places in Glouceſterſhire and Somerſerſhire, &c. are 
the ſad Effects of the prodigious Tide in the Se- 


Ten. 
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vern. The Wind blowing directly into the 
Mouth of that Channel we call the Severn Sea, 
forced the Waters up in ſuch quantity, that tis 
allovv'd the Flood vvas eight Foot higher than 
ever vvas knovvn in the Memory of Man; and 
at one Place, near Huntſpill, it drove ſeveral Veſ. 
ſels a long vvay upon the Land; from vvhence, 
no {ucceeding Tide riſing to near that height, 
they can never be gotten off: as vvill appear in 
the tvvo follovving Letters. | 


SIR, 


HIS Pariſh is a very large one in the Coun. 

ty of Glouceſter, on one Side whereof run- 

neth the River Severn, which by Reaſon of the 
Violence of the late Storm beat down and tore 
to pieces the Sea Wall (which is made of great 
Stones, and Sticks which they call Routes, a Yard 
and half long, about theBigneſs of ones Thigh ram- 
med into the Ground as firm as poſſible) in many 
Places, and levell'd it almoſt with the Ground, 
forcing vaſt Quantities of Earth a great Diſtance 
from the Shore, and Stones, many of which 
were above a Hundred Weight : and hereby the 


| Severn Was let in above a Mile over one part of 


the Pariſh, and did great Damage to the Land; 
it carried away one Houſe which was by the 
Sea-{ide, and a Gentleman's Stable, wherein 
was a Horſe, into the next Ground; and then 
the Stable fell to pieces, and ſo the Horſe came 
out. There is one thing more remarkable in 


this Pariſh, and *tis this: Twenty Six Sheets ot 
CM Lead, 
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Lead, hanging all together, were blown off from 
the middle Iſle of our Church, and were carried 
over the North Iſle, which is a very large one, 
without touching it; and into the Church- yard 
ten Yards diſtant from the Church; and they 
were took up all joyned together as they were 
on the Roof; the Plummer told me that the 
Sheets weighed each Three Hundred and a half 
one with another. This is what is molt obſervable 
in our Pariſh ; but I ſhall give you an Account of 
one thing (which perhaps you may have trom 
other Hands) that happen'd in another, call'd 
King ſcote, a little Village about Three Miles 
from Tedbary, and Seven from us; where Wl. 
| am King ſcote Eſq; has many Woods; among 
which was one Grove of very tall Trees, being 
each near Eighty Foot high ; the which he great- 
ly valued for the Tallneſs and Proſpect of them, 
and therefore reſolv'd never to cut them down: 
But it ſo happen'd, that Six Hundred of them, 
within the Compaſs of Five Acres were whol- 
ly blown down; (and ſuppos'd to be much ar 
the ſame time) each Tree tearing up the Ground 
with its Root; ſo that the Roots of moſt of the 
Trees, with the Turf and Earth about them, 
ſtood up at leaſt Fifteen or Sixteen Foot high; 
the lying down of which 'Trecs is an amazing 
Sight to,all Beholders. This Account was gi- 
ven by the Gentleman himſelf, whom I know ve- 


a ry well, IT have no more to add, but that I am, 
0 Tour humble Servant, wiſhing you good Succeſs 
n in your Undertaking, 

01 Jan, 24, Henry Head, Vicar of Berkly, 

d, = The 
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The Damage of the Sea - wall may amount to 
abaut five Hundred Pounds. 


LIR, 


Received. a printed Paper ſometime ſince, 
1 wherein I was deſiredto ſend you an Account 
of what happen d in the late Storm: and I ſhould 
have anſwered: it ſooner, but was willing to 
make ſome Enquiry firſt ahout this Country; 
and by what I can hear or learn, the diſmal Ac- 
cident of our late Biſnop and Lady was moſt 
remarkable; who was killed by the Fall of two 
Chimney Stacks, which fell on the Roof, and 


drove it in upon my Lord's: Bed} forced it 


quite through the next Flower down into the 
Hall, and buried them both in the Rubbiſh; 
and tis ſupposd my. Lord was getting up, for 
he was found ſome Diſtance from my Lady, 
who was found in her Bed; but my Lord had 
his Morning Gown on, ſo that tis ſuppos'd he 
was coming from the Bed juſt as it fell. We 
had likewiſe two ſmall Houſes blown: flat down 
juſt as the People were gone out to a Neighbour's 
Houſe ; and ſeveral other Chimney Stacks fell 


down, and ſome through the Roof, but no other 


Accident as to Death in this Town or near it: 
abundance of Tiles are blown off, and Ae wiſe 
Thatch in and about this Town, and ſeveral 
Houſes uncover'd, in the Country al about us, 
abundance of Apple and Elm Trees are rooted 
up by the Ground; and alſo abundance of Wheat 
and Hay-mows blown down: at 3 

"174 about 
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about twelve Miles from this Town, there was 
Four or Five ſmali Veſſels drove a-ſhoas which 
remain there ſtill, and. tis ſuppos'd cannot he 
got off; and in the {ame Pariſh, the Lide broke 
in Breaſt high; but all the People eſcap'd only 
one Woman, who was drowned, Theſe are 
all the remarkable Things that happen d near 
us, as I can hear of; and is all, but my 


humble Service; and beg Leave to ſubſcribe 


my ſelf | 
lin. 
Tour moſt humble Servant, 
Is in Somerſetſbire, : a 
| Feb. 8 oy 2888 Edith. Conyers. 
SIR, 


HE Dreadfui Storm did this Church but 
little Damage, but our Houſes were ter- 
terribly ſhaken hereabouts, and the Tide drown- 
ed the greateſt part of the Sheep on aur Com- 
mon; as it likewiſe did, beſides many Cows, 
hetween this Place and Briſtol; on the oppo- 
ſite Shore of Glamorg anſbire, as (L ſuppoſe 


you may alſo know) it brake down part of 


Chepſtow Bridge, o'er. the Wye, In the midſt of 
this Church-yard grew. a vaſt Tree, thought to 
be the moſt large and flouriſhing Elm in the 
Land which was torn up by the Roots, forac of 
which are really bigger than ones Middle, and ſe- 
veral than a Man's I high; the Compaſs of them 
curiouſly inter woven with the Earth, being from 
the Surface (or Turf) to the Baſis, full an Ell 

in 


3 : 


(96) 

in Depth, and Eighteen Foot and half in the 
Diameter, and yet thrown up near Perpendicu- 
lar; the Trunk, together with the loaden Roots, 
is well judg'd to be Thirteen Tun at leaſt, and 
the Limbs to make Six Load of Billets with Fag. 
gots; and, about 'T wo Years ſince, our Mini- 
ſter obſerv'd, that the circumambient Boughs 
dropt round above Two Hundred Yards : He 
hath given it for a Six ERS SEAT in our faid 
Church, with this Inſcription thereon ; Nov, 27, 
A. D. 1703. Miſerere, &c. 


Slimbrige near Severn 


Dec. 28. 173. William Frith Church - Warden, 


SIR, 


Y the late Dreadful Storm a conſiderable 
D Breach was made in our Town Wall, and 
Part of the Church Steeple blown down ; be- 
ſides moſt of the Inhabitants ſuffered very much 
by untiling their Houſes, Cc. and abundance of 
Trees unrooted: at the fame time our River 
overflowed, and drowned the low Grounds of 
both Sides the Town, whereby ſeveral Hundreds 
of Sheep were loſt, and ſome Cattle; and one 
of our Market Boats lifted upon our Key. This 
s a true Account of molt of our Damages. 
I am, 


Codif, Toar humble Servant, 
Jan. 10. 1703. | 


William Jones. 


SIR, 


1, 
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| Foncur d Sir, 


| FN Obedience to your Requeſt I have here 


* ſent you a particular Account of the da- 
2 8 . 50 1 72 

mages ſuſtain d in our Porifh by the late Vio- 
ent Storm; and becauſe that of our Church is 
the moſt material which T have to impart to 
you, I ſhall therefore begin with it. It is the 
ſineneſs of our Church which magnifies our 
preſent loſs, for in the whole it is a large and 


noble ſtructure, compos'd within and without 


of Aſaler curiouſly wrought, and conſiſting 
of a ſtately Roof in rhe middle, and two 


| Tiles runing a conſiderable length from one 
end of it to the other, makes a very beautiful 
Figure. It is alſo adorn'd with 28 admired 


and Celebrated Windows, which, for the va- 
ricty and fineneſs of the Painted Glaſs that was 


in them, do juſtly attract the Eyes of all cu- 


rious Travellers to inſpect and behold them; 


nor is it more famous for its Glaſs, than new- 
ly renown'd for the Beauty of its Scats and 


Paving, both being chiefly the noble Gift of 
that pious and worthy Gentleman Andrew Bar- 
ker, Eſq; the late Deccas'd Lord of the Man- 
nor. So that all things con ſider'd, it does 
equal, at lcaſt, if not excecd, any Parochial 
Church in Exg/and. Now that part of it 


| which moſt of all felr the fury of the Winds, 


was, a large middle Weſt Window, in Dimen- 
ſion about 15 Foot-wide, and 25 Foot high; 
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it reprefents the general Judgment, and is ſo 
fine a picce of Arr, that 1500 J. has formerly 
been bidden for it, a price, though very temp. 
ting, yet were the Pariſhoners ſo juſt and ho- 
neſt as to refuſe it. The upper part of thi; 
Window; juſt above the place where our $4 
viour's Picture is drawn fitting on a Rain. 
bow, and the Eaith his Foot-ſtool, is entirely 
ruin'd, and both ſides are fo ſhatter'd and 
torn, eſpecially the left, that upon a general 
Computation, a fourth part, at leaſt, is blown 
down and deftroy'd. The like Fate has ano- 
ther Weſt Window on the left ſide of the 
former, in Dimenſion about 10 Foot broad, 
and 15 Foot high, ſuſtain' d; the upper half 


of which is totally broke, excepting one Stone 


Munnel. Now if this were but ordinary 
Glaſs, we might quickly compute what our 
repairs would Coſt, but we the more lament 
our misfortune herein, becauſe the Paint of 
theſe two, as of all the other Windows in out 
Church, is ſtain d thro' the Body of the Glaſs; 
ſo chat if that be true which is generaly faid, 
that this Art is loſt, than have we an irretric- 
vable loſs. There are other damages about 
our Church, which, tho' not ſo great as the 


former, do yet as much teſtify how ſtrong 


and boiſterous the Winds were, for they un. 
bedded 3 Sheets of Lead upon the uppermol! 
Roof, and roll'd them up like ſo much Paper. 
Over the Church-porch, a large Pinnacle an 


two Battlements were blown down upon the 


leads 


nent 
nt of 
1 Out 
laſs; 
{aid, 
trie. 
bout 
the 
ronp 
um 
molt 
aper 
and 
n the 
[cads 


( 99) 7 
leads of it, butreſting there, and their fall be- 
ing ſhort, theſe will be repaird with little 
Coſt. This is all I have to fay concerning 
our Church: Our Houſes come next to be 
conſidered, and here I may tell you, that 
(thanks be to God) the effects of the Storm 
were not lo great as they have been in many 
other places; ſeveral Chimneys, and Tiles, 
and Slats, were thrown down, but no body 
kill'd or wounded. Some of the Poor, be- 
cauſe their Houfes were Thatchd, were the 
greateſt ſufferers ; but to be particular here- 
in, would be very frivolous, as well as vexa- 
tious. One Inſtance of Note ought not to 
omitted; on Saturday the 26th, being the day 
alter the Storm, about 2-a-Clock in the After- 
noon, without any previous warning, a ſud— 
den flaſh of Lightning, with a ſhore, but vio- 
lent clap of Thunder, immediately following 
it like the Diſcharge of Ordnance, fell upon 
a new and ſtrong built Houſe in the middle of 
our Town, and at the ſame time disjointed two 
Chimneys, melted ſome of the Lead of an 
upper Window, and ſtruck the Miſtreſs of 
the Houſe into a Swoon, but this, as appear'd 


afterwards, prov'd the effect more of fear, 


thanof any real conſiderable hurt to be found 
about her. I have nothing more to add, unleſs 
it be the fall of ſeveral Trees and Ricks of 
Hay amongſt us, but theſe being ſo common 
every where, and not very many in number 

2 here 
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here, Tſhall Conclude this tedious Scrible, and 
Subſcribe wy ſelf, 


"© & * 
Fait ford, Glouceſt. Tour moſt Obedient 
January 170. 


and Humble Servant, 


Edw. Shipton, 7c, 


LS 


The following Letters, tho in a homely ſtile, are 
written by very honeſt plain and ol ſer vin 
Perſons, to whom entire Credit may be given, 


BREWTON. 


STR, 


Ome time ſince I received a Letter 
0 from you, to give you an Account of 
the moſt particular Things that hapned in the 
late dreadful Tempeſt of Wind, and in the 
firſt Place is the Copy of a Letter from a Bro- 
ther of mine, that was an Exciſeman of A 
bridge, in the Weſt of our County of Somcr- 
ſet; theſe are his Words, 

What I know of the Winds in theſe Parts, 
arc, that it broke down many Trecs, and that 
the Houſe of one Richard Flænden, of Chartct- 
Houſe on Mendip, call'd Piney, was alwoll 

| : b:owil 
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blown down, and in ſaving their Houſe, they, 
and the Servants, and others, heard grievous 
nd RK Cricgand Scrieches in the Air. The Tower of 
| Comptin Biſhop was much ſhatter'd, and the 
Leads that cover'd it were taken clean away, 
and laid flat in the Church-Yard : The Houie 
of 7 Cray of that place, received much and 
| {range Damages, which together with his 
| part in the Sca-wall, amounted to 500 /. 
Near the Salt- works in the Pariſh of Burnham, 
was driven five trading Veſſels, as Colliers 
and Corn-dealers, berwixt Hales and Pridg- 
water, at leaſt 100 Yards on Paſture Ground. 
In the North Marſh, on the fides of Bri/tcl 
River, near Ven at Walton Weod/pring, the 
Waters broke with ſuch Violence, that it came 
ſix Miles into the Country drowning much 
Cattel, carrying away ſeveral Hay-ricks and 
Stacks of Corn: And ar a Farm at Churchill 
near Wrington, it blew down 150 Elms that 
grew molt in Rows, and were Jaid as Uniform 
as Soldiers lodge their Arms. 

At Cheddar near Axiridze, was much harm 
done in Applc-rrces, Houics, and ſuch like; 
but what's worth rewark, tho' not the very 
Night of the Tempeſt, a Company of wicked 
People being at a Wedding of one Thomas Mar- 
ball, John, the Father of the ſaid Thomas, be- 
Ing as moſt of the Company was very Drunk, 
after much filthy Diſcourſe while he was eat- 
ing, a ſtrange Cat pulling ſomething from his 

H 3 Tren- 
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Trenchard, he Curſing her, ſtoopt to take it 

up, and died immediately. | 
At Brewton what was moſt Remarkable, 
was this, that one John Dicer of that Town, lay 
the Night as the Tempeſt was, in the Barn 
of one John Seller, the Violence of the Wind 
broke down the Roof of the Barn, Fur fortu- 
nately for him there was aLadder which ſtaid up 
a Rafter, which would have fell upon the ſaid 
Fohn Dicer ; but he narrowly eſcaping being 
killed, did ſlide himſelf thro' the broken Roof, 
and ſo got over the Wall without any great 
hurt. What hurt was done more about that 
Town is not ſo conſiderable as in other Places; 
Such as blowing off the Thatch from a great 
many back Houſes of the Town ; for the 
Town is moſt tiled with a ſort of heavy Tile, 
that the Wind had no power to move ; there 
was ſome hurt done to the Church, which was 
not above 4o 5s. beſides the Windows, where 
was a conſiderable damage, the Lady Fitzhard- 
ing's Houſe ſtanding by the Church, the Bar- 
clement with part of the Wall of the Houle 
was blown down, which 'tis ſaid, above 20 
Men with all their ſtrength could not have 
thrown down; beſides, a great many Trees 
in the Park torn up by the Roots, and laid in 
very good Order one after another; it was 
taken notice that the Wind did not come in a 
full Body at once, but it came in ſeveral Guſts, 
as my ſelf have taken Notice as I rid the 
Country, that in half a Miles riding 1 could 
not 


„ 


not ſee a Tree down, nor much hurt to Hou- 
ſes, chen again I might for ſome ſpace fee the 
Trees down, and all the Houſes ſhattted: and 
have taken Notice that it run ſo all up che 
Country in ſuch a Line as the Wind fat; about 
One of the Clock it turn'd to the North Weſt, 
but at the beginning was at South Weit; 
I my ſelf was up until One and then J went 
to Bed, but the higheſt of the Wind was af- 
tet that, ſo that my Bed did ſhake with me. 


What was about Wincanton, was, that one 


Mrs. Gapper had 36 Elm-trees growing roge- 
ther in a Row, 35 of them was blown down ; 


and one Fazeh:/ of rhe fame Town, and his. 


Family being a Bed did ariſe, hearing the 
Houſe begin to Crak, and got out of the Doors 
with his whole Family, and as ſoon as they 
were out the Roof of the Houſe fell in, and 


the Violence of rhe Wind took of the Chi 


dren's Head-cloaths, that they never faw them 
after wards. 


At Evercreech, three Miles from Breton, 
there were a poor Woman beg'd for Lodging 
in the Barn of one Hamond Pem that tame 
Night that the Storm was, ſhe was wer rhe 
Day before in Travelling, fo ſhe hung up her 
Cloaths in the Barn, and lay in the Straw ; 
but when the Storm came it bie down the 
Roof of the Barn where ſne lay, and ſie nar- 
rowly eſcaped with her Life, being much 

H 4  bruif? 


. us 0B SAT 


. r . 
RE) * 
— 4 ** * 


3 * 
— — — 


- — 
* 
— — 


. - w4 << : 1 


» 
—— 


1 
5 


— 
* 


— 


—— a er 


— 
ND . > > yas, 


A 
” 3 


— — 


w Cy 


6104) 
bruiſed, - and got out almoſt naked through 
the Roof where it was broken moſt, and went 
to the dwelling Houſe of the ſaid EAmond Pe. 
»y, and they did ariſe, and did help her to 
ſomething to cover her, till they could get 
out her Cloaths; that place of Evercreech te- 
ceived a great deal of hurt in their Houſes, 
which is too large to put here. 


At Batcomb Eaſterly of Evercreech, they had 
a great deal of Damage done as] ſaid before, it 
lay exactly with the Wind from Ewvercreech, 
and both places received a great deal of Da- 
mage; there was one Widow Walter lived in a 
Houle by it ſelf, the Wind carried away the 
Roof, and the Woman's pair of Bodice, that 
was never heard of again, and the whole Fa- 
mily eſcaped narrowly with their Lives; all 
the Battlements of the Church on that ſide of 
the Tower next to the Wind was blown in, 
and a great deal of Damage done to the 
Church. 

At Shipton Mallet was great Damages done, 
as J was told by the Poſt that comes to Brew- 
ton, that the Tiles of the Meeting Houſe was 
blown off, and being a ſort of light Tiles they 
flew againſt the Neighbouring Windows, and 
broke them to pieces: And at Chalton near 
Shepton Mallet at one Allot s, the Roof was 
carried from the Walls of the Houſe, and the 
Houſe mightily ſhaken, and ſeemingly the Foun- 
dation removed, and in the m—_— 

oun 
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found a Foundation Stone of the Houſe upon 
the top of the Wall, where was a ſhew in the 
Ground of its being driven out. At Dinder 
within two Miles of Shepton, there was one 

on Allen, and his Son, being our of Doors 
in the midſt of the Tempeſt, they ſaw a great 
Body of Fire flying on the fide of a Hill, 
call'd Dinder-hill, about half a Mile from 
them, with a Shew of black in the midſt of it, 
and another Body of Fire following it, ſome- 
thing ſmaller than the former. 

There has been a ſtrange thing at But/y, 
eight Miles from Brewten, which was though: 
to be Witchcraft, where a great many unuſual 
Things happened to one Pope, and his Family, 
eſpecially ro a Boy, that was his Son, that 
having lain ſeveral Hours Dead, when he 
came to himſelf, he told his Father, and ſeve- 
ral of his Neighbours, ſtrange Stories of his 
being carricd away by ſome of his Neigh- 
bours that have been counted wicked Perſons; 
the Things have been ſo ſtrangely related 
that Thouſands of People have gone to ſee 
and hear it; it laſted about a Year or more: 
Bur ſince the Storm I have inquired of the 
Neighbours how it was, and they tell me, 
thar ſince the lare Tempeſt of Wind the Houſe 
and People have been quiet; for its generally 
{aid, that there was ſome Conjuration in quiet- 
ing of that Houſe. If you have a deſire to hear 
any farther Account of it, Iwill make it my 
Buſineſs to inquire farther of it, for there _ 
| luc 
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ſuch Things happened in that time which is 


ſeldom heard of, 
; Tour humble Servant, 


Hu. Aſh. 


Our Town of Butly Hes in ſuch a place, that ns 
Polt-Houſe is in a great many Miles of it, or 
you ſhould hear oftner. 


8 FM, 

Received yours, deſiring an Account of 
the Damage done by the late great Wind 
about us. At Milſnorton, three Miles from 
Wittney, the Lead of the Church was rouled, 
and gteat Damage done to the Church, many 
great Elms were tore up by the Roots: At 
Helſord, two Miles from us, a Rookery of 
Elms, was moſt of it tore up by the Roots: 
At Cocteup, two Miles from us, was a Barn 
blown down, and ſeveral Elms blown down 
a Croſs the High- way, ſo that there was no 
paſſage; a great Oak of about nine or ten 
Loads was blown down, having a Raven ſitting 
in it, his Wing - ſeathers got between two Bows, 
and held him faſt; but the Raven received no 
hurt: At Ducke/ton, a little thatch't Houle 
was taken off the Ground-pening, and remov- 
ed a diſtance from the place, the covering not 
damaged. Hay-recks. abundance are torn to 


pieces: At Wittaey, ſix Stacks of Chimneys 
blows 


15 


10 
or 


| Wittney, Oxfordſh. 


| Roof, were all prefery'd. 
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blown down, one Houſe had a ſheet of Lead 
taken from one ſide and blown over to the o- 


ther, and many Houſes were quite torn to pieces; 
ſeveral Hundred Trees blown down, ſome 


broke in the middle, and ſome torn up by the 


| Roots. Bleſſed be God, I hear neither Man, Wo- 
man nor Child that received any harm about us. 


Towr Servant, 


Richard Abenell. 


. 
— — 
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ILMISTER, Somerſet. 


| Brief but exact Remarks on the late Dreadfu. 


Storms of Wind, as it affected the Town, and 
the Parts adjacent. 


MPRIMUS. AtAſtil-Pariſh 3 Miles Weſt 
from this Town, the Stable belonging 


| tothe Hare and Hounds Inn was blown down, 
in which were three Horſes, one kill'd, ano- 
| ther very much bruiſed. | 

|, 2. At Jurdans, a Gentleman's Scat in the 


ſame Pariſh, there was a Brick Stable, whote 


| Roof, one Back, and one End Wall, were all 
{ thrown down, and four foot in depth of the 
| Fore Wall; in this Stable were 4 Horles, which 


by reaſon of the Hay-loft that bore up the 
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3. At Sevington Pariſh, three Miles Eaf. 
from this Town, John /1uthens had the Roof 
of a new built Hovſe heaved clean oft ths 
Walls. Note, the Houſe was not glazed, and 
the Roof was thatch'd. | 

4. In White Lar#iagton Park, a Mile Eaſt 
from this Town, beſides four or {ive hundred 
tall Trees broken and blown down, (admira— 
ble ro behold, what great Roots was turned 
| up) there were three very large Beaches, two 
| of them that were near {ive Foot thick in the 
. Stem were broken off, one of them near the 
13 Root, the other was broken oft twelve Foot 
. above, and from that place down home to the 
| Root was ſhattered and flown ; the other that 
| Was not broken, cannot have leſs than forty 
14 Waggon Loads in it; a very fine Walk of Trees 
before the Houſe all blown down, and broke 
down the Root of a Pidgeon Houſe, the Rooke- 
BY ry carried away in Lanes, the Lodg-Houſe da- 
I maged in the Roof, and one End by the fall of 
1 Trees. In the Garden belonging to the Houle, 
was a very fine Walk oi tall Firrs, twenty of 
which were broken down. 

5. The damage in the Thatch of Houſes, 

4 ( which is the uſual Covering in theſe Parts) 
| 3 is ſo great and general, that the price of Recd 
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aroſe from twenty Shillings to fifty or thre: 
Pounds a Hundred; inſomuch that to ſhelter 
themſelves from the open Air, many poor 
People were glad ro uſe Bean, Helm and Furlc. 
ro thatch their Houſes with, Things 

ncver 
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„ 
never known to be put to ſuch Uſe before. 

6. At Aiusſton, a Mile diſtance from this 
Town, the Church was very much ſhattered 
in its Roof, and Walls roo, and all our Coun- 
try Churches much ſhattered, ſo that Churches 
and Gentlemen's Houſes which were tiled, 
were ſo ſhatter d in their Roofs, that at pre- 
ſent, they are generally patch'd with Reed, 
not in Compliance with the Mode, but the Ne- 
ceſſityof the Times. 

7. At Broadway, two Miles Weſt of this 
Town, Hugh Betty, his Wife, and four Chil- 
dren being in his Houſe, it was by the vio- 
lence of the Storm blown down, one of his 
Children Killed, his Wife wounded, bur reco- 
yered, tne reſt eſcaped with their Lives. A 
large Alms-houſe had moſt of the Tile blown 
oft, and other Houſes much ſhattered ; a very 
large Brick Barn blown down, Walls and Roof 
to the Ground. | 

8. Many large Stacks of Wheat were broken, 
ſome of the Sheaves carried two or three Hun- 
dred Yards from the Place, many Stacks of 
Hay turned over, ſome Stacks of Corn heaved 
oft the Stadle, and ſet down on the Ground, 
and not broken. 

9. Dowliſh Walt, two Miles South Eaſt, 
the Church was very much ſhattered, ſeveral 
Load of 5:0n:s fell down, not as yet repair'd, 
therefore can't expreſs the damage. A very 
large Barn broken down that ſtood near the 
Church 
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Church, much damage was done to Orchard, 
not only in this Place, but in all places round, 
ſome very fine Orchards quite deſtroyed; 
ſome to their great Coſt had the Trees ſet up 
right again, bur a Storm of Wind came after, 
which chrew down many of the Trees again ; 
as to Timber Trees, almoſt all our high Trees 
were broken down in that violent Storm. 
10. In this Town Henry Dunſter, his Wik 
and 2 Children, was in theic Houſe when it was 
blown down, but they all eſcaped with their 
Lives, only one of them had a ſmall Bruiſ: 
with a piece of Timber, as ſhe was going out 
of the Chamber when the Roof broke in. 
The Church, in this Place, ſcap'd very well, 
as to its Roof, being cover'd with Lead only 
on the Chancel ; the Lead was at the top of 
tac Roof heaved up, and roll'd together, mote 
than ten Men could turn back again, without 
cutting the Sheets of Lead, which was done 
to put it in its place again: But in general the 


 Houles much broken and ſhatter'd, beſides the 


fall of ſome. 


This is a ſhort, but true Account. I have 
heard of ſeveral other things which I have ne 
mentioned, becauſe I could not be poſitive in 
the truth of them, unleſs J had ſeen ir. This is 
what I have been to ſee the truth of, You may 
enlarge on theſe ſhort Heads, and methodize 
'em as you ſee good. 

At Henton St. George, at the Lord Pawter's, 
a new Brick Wall was broken down by = 

Win 


E 


Wind for above 100 ſoot, the Wall being built 
not above 2 years ſince, as allo above 60 Trees 


near 100 foot high. 


At Barrington, about 2 miles North of this 
Town, there was blown down above cight- 


ſcore Trees, being of an extraordinary height, 


at the Lady Strouds. 


— 2 — 


As we ſhall not crow'd our Relation with may 


Letters from the ſame places, ſo it cannot Le 
amiſs to let the World have, at leaſt, one Au- 
thentick Account from moſt of thoſe Place: 
where any Capital Dam ages have been ſuſtain'd, 
and to ſumm up the reſt in a general Head at 
the end of this Chapter. 


From Wiltmire we have the following Account 


from the Reverend the Miniſter of Upper Don- 
head near Shaftsbury ; to which the Reader 
is referr'd as follows. 


SIR, 


S the Undertaking you are engag'd in, 

to preſerve the Remembrance ot the late 
dreadful Tempeſt, is very commendable in it 
ſelf, and may in ſeveral reſpects be ſerviceable 


not only to the preſent Age, but alſo to Po- 


ſterity; fo it merits a ſuitable Encouragement, 


and, tis hop'd, it will meet with ſuch, from all 
that have either a true ſenſe of Religion, or 
have 
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have had any ſenſible ſhare of the care of Pro. 
vidence over them, or of the goodneſs of God 
unto them in the Land of the Living, upon 
that occaſion. There are doubtleſs vaſt num- 
bers of People in all Parts (where the Tem— 
peſt raged ) that have the greateſt reaſon ( as 


the Author of this Paper for one hath) to ble!; 
God for their wonderful preſervation, and to 


tell it to the Generation following. Bur to 
detain you no longer with Preliminarics, | 
ſhall give you a faithful Account of what oc- 
currd in my Neighbourhood (according to 
the Conditions mention'd in the Advertiſe- 
ment in the Gazette) worthy, at leaſt, of my 
notice, if not of the Undertakers; and J can 
aſſure you, that the ſeveral Particulars were 
either ſuch as I can vouch-for on my own cer- 
tain Knowledge and Oblervation, or elle fuch 
as I am fatisfy'd of the truth of by the Teſti. 
mony of others, whole Integrity I have no 
reaſon to ſuſpect. I will ſay no more than 
this in general, concerning the Storm, that, at 
its height, it ſeem'd, for tome hours, to be a 
perfect Hurrican, the Wind raging from every 
Quarter, eſpecially from all the Points of 
the Compals, from N. E. to the N. V. as the 
diſmal Effects of it in theſe Parts do evident- 
ly demonſtrate, in the demoliſhing of Buzl- 


dings (or impairing em at beſt) and in the 


throwing up vaſt numbers of Trecs by the 


Roots, or ſnapping them off in their Bodies, 


or larger Limbs. But as to ſome remarkable 
Par- 
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Particulars, you may take theſe following, 


15 VIZ. 
d 1. The Pariſu- Church receiv'd little dam- 
on mage, tho it ſtands high, the chief was in ſome 
* of Me Windows on the N. fide, and in the fall of 
* the Top ſtone of one of the Pinnacles, which fell 
_ on a Houſe adjoining to the Tower with little 
18 hurt to the Roof, from which glancing it reſt- 
* cd on the Leads of the South. Iſſe of the 
* Church. Ar the fan of it an aged Woman li- 
{ ving in the ſaid Houſe on which the Stone fell, 
85 heard horrible Scrieches (as ſhe conſtantly a- 
8 verrs) in the Air, but none before nor after- 
C- wards. | . Ps 
9 2. Two ſtone Chimney- tops were thrown 
* down, and 2 broad Stones of cach of them lay 
. at even poize on the reſpective ridges of both 
1 the Houles, and tho' the Wind fart full againſt 


uu. Jose of chem to have thrown it off, (and then 
25 it had fallen over a Door, in and out at which 


10 a > pe 
0 ercral People were paſling during che Storm) 
an 5 7: ( 

= and tho' the other fell againſt the Wind, yet 
* neither of the ſaid Stones ſtirr'd. 


, 3. A Stone of near 400 Weight, having 
TY hia about 7 Years under a Bank, defended 
from the Wind as it then ſate, tho' it lay fo 


85 long as to be fix d in the ground, and was as 
ent much out of the Wind, as could be, being 
. : fenced by the Bank, and a low Stone-wall up- 
PK on the Bank, none of which was demoliſh d, 
_ tho 2 imall Holms ſtanding in the. Bank be- 


be ween the Wall, and the Stone, at the foot of 
1 | the 


forced to fit alone for feycral hours ( till the 


= 
the Bank were blown up by the roots; I ſay, 
this Stone, tho' thus fenced from the Storm, 
was carried from the place where it lay, into 
an hollow-way beneath, at leaſt ſeven Yards 
from the place, where it was known to haye 
lain for 7 Years beforc. | 

4. A Widdow-woman living in one part of 
an Houſe by her ſelf, kept her Bed till the 
Houſe over her was uncover'd, and ſhe ex- 
pected the fall of the Timber and Walls; but 
getting below Stairs in the dark, and open. 
ing the Door to fly for ſhelter, the Wind was 
ſo ſtrong in the Door, that ſhe could neither 
get out at it, tho' ſhe attempted to go out 
on her knees and hands, nor could ſhe ſhut 
the Door again with all her ſtrength, bur was 


Storm flacken'd, ) fearing every Guſt would 
have buried her in the Ruins; and yet it 
pleas d God to preſerve her, for the Houſe 
© tho' a feeble one) ſtood over the Storm. 

5. Another, who made Malt in his Barn, 
had been turning his Malt ſometime before 
the Storm was at its height, and another of the 
Family being defirous to go again into the 
ſaid Barn ſometime after, was diſſwaded from 
it, and immediately thereupon the ſaid Barn 
was thrown down by the Storm. 

6. But a much narrower Eſcape had one, 
for whoſe ſafety the Collector of theſe Paſla- 
ges has the greateſt reaſon to bleſs and praiſe 
the great Preſerver of Men, who was twice 

| in 


ſay, 
orm, 
into 
ards 
have 


rt of 
the 
ex. 
but 
pen. 
was 
ither 
Out 
ſhut 
t Was 
| the 
ould 
et it 
louſe 


Barn, 
efore 
f the 
o the 
from 
Barn 


one, 
Patla- 
Yraiſe 
FWICE 
in 


7 


461 

in his Bed that diſmal Night ( tho' he had 
warning ſufficient to deter him the firſt time 
by the falling of ſome of the Seiling on his 
Back and Shoulders, as he was preparing to 
go to Bed) and was altogether inſenſibſe of 
the great danger he was in, till the next morn- 
ing after the Day- light appear d, when he 
found the Tiles, on the ſide of the Houſe op- 
poſite to the main Streſs of the Weather, 
blown up in two places, one of which was o- 
ver his Beds-head (about 9 foot above it) in 
which 2 or 3 Laths being broken, let down 
a Square of 8 or 10 Stone Tiles upon one 
ſingle Lath, where they hung dropping in- 
ward a little, and bended the Lath like a Bow, 
but fell not: What the conſequence of theit 
Fall had been, was obvious to as many as ſaw 
it, and none has more reaſon to magnify God's 
great Goodneſs, in this reſcue of his Providence, 
than the Relater. 

7. A young Man of the ſame Pariſh, who 
was ſent abroad co look after ſome black Car- 
tlc and Sheep that fed in an Incloſure, in, or 
near to which there were {ome Stacks of 
Corn blown down, reports, That tho' he had 
much difficulty to find the Incloſure in the 
dark, and to get thither by reaſon of the Tem- 
peſt then raging in the height of its fury ; 
yet being there, he ſaw a mighty Body of Fire 
on an high ridge of Hills, about 3 parts of a 
Mile from the ſaid Incloſure, which gave to 
clear a Light into the Valley below, as that 
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by it che ſaid young Man could diſtinctly de. 
icry all the Sheep and Cattle in the ſaid Pa. 
ſture, o as ro perecive there was not one 
wanting. | ; 

8. Ac Aſbegrove, in the ſame Pariſh (where 
many tall Trees were ſtanding on the ſleep ſide 
of an Hill) there were two Trees of conſiderable 
bigneſs blown. up againſt the ſide 07 the Hill, 
which ſeems ſomewhat ſtrange, to ſuch as 
have ſeen how many are blown, at rhe ſame 
place, a quite contrary way, 7. ©. down the 
Hill; and to fall downwards was to fall wich 
the Wind, as upward, was to fail againſt it. 

9. One in this Neighbourhood had a Pop- 
lar in his Back-fide of near 16 Yards high 
blown down, which flanding ncar a imall 
Current of Water, the Roots brought up acar 
a Tunof Earth with them, and there the Tree 
lay for ſome days after the Storm; bur when 
the Top or Head of the Trce was ſaw'd off 
from the Body ( tho' the Bouglis were nothing 
to the weight of the But End, yet) the Tree 
mounted, and fell back into irs place, aad 
{tood as upright without its Head, as ever it 
had done with it. And the fame happen'd 
at the Lady Banks her Houſe near SH“, 
where a Wall-nut-Trzz was thrown down 
in a place that declin d fomewhar, and after 
the greater Limbs had been cut off in the day 
time, went back in the Night following, of it 
ſelf, and now ſtagds in the fame place and 


poſt ure it ſtood in before it was blown down. 
I faw 


de- 
pa- 
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as 
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ii | 
J faw it ſtanding the 14th of this Inftant, and 
could hardly perceive any Token of its hay- 
ing buen Down, fo very exactly it fell 
back into it's place. This is ſomewhat the 
more remarkable, becauſe the Ground (as I 
ſaid) was declining, and conſequently the 
Tree raiſed againſt the Hill. To this I hal! 
Jon add, at preſent, that | 
10. This Relaror lately riding thro” a neigh- 
bouring Pariih, fav two Trees near two Hou 
es thrown beſides the laid Houſes, and very 
near each Houle, which yet did little or no 
harm, when if they had fallen wich the Wind, 
they mult needs have fallen directiy upon the 
ſaid Houſes. And 
rt. That this Relator had two very tall 
Elms throhn up by the Roots, which fell in 
among five young Walnut Trees, wichout in- 
juring a Twig or Bud ot either of them, as 
rais'd the admiration of tech as faw it. 
12. In the fame place, the Top of another 
Elm yet ſtanding. was carry d of from the 
Body of the Tree, a good part of 20 Yaras. 


SIR; I ſhall trouble you no further at pre- 
ſent, you may perhaps think this enough, and 
too much; but however that may be, you, or 
your ingenious Undertakers are left at hbercy 
to publiſn ſo much, or ſo little of this Narra- 
tive, as ſhall be thought fic for the Service of 
the Publick. I muſt confeſs the parcicujar De- 


Hyerances were what chiefly induced me to let 
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FE. | 
Pen to Paper, tho” the other Matters are Conſi. 


derable, but whatever regard you ſhew to the 
latter, in Juſtice you ſhould publiſh the 


former to the World, as the Glory of God is 


therein concern d more immediately, to pro- 
more which, is the only aim of this Paper. 
And the more effectually to induce you to do 
me Right, for contributing a ſlender Mite 
rowards your very laudable Undertaking ) ! 
make no manner of Scruple to ſubſcribe my 


ſelf, | 
Upper Donhead, Sir, Tours, &c. 


Decemb. 18th 1703. Rice Adams, 
Rector of Upper-Donhead Wilts near Shaftsbury. 


From C ittleton in Worceſterſhire, and Middic- 
ton in Oxfordſhire, the follow ing Letrers may 
be a Specimen of what thoſe whole Conntries 
felt, and of which we have ſeveral other par- 
ticular Accounts. 


SIR, 
Ublick notice being given of a deſigned 
Collection of the moſt Prodigious, as 

well as lamentable Effects of the laſt dreadful 
Tempeſt of Wind. There are many Perſons 
hereabouts, and I ſuppoſe in many other pla- 
ces, wiſh all ſpeedy furcherance and good Suc- 
ceſs to that io uſeful and pious me} 
1 3 1 


| 


(119) 

for it may very well be thought to have a 
good Influence both upon the preſent Age, 
and ſucceeding Generation, to beget in them 
a holy admiration and fear of chat tremendous 
Power and Majeſty, which as one Prophet 
tells us, Can ſeth the V. apours to aſcend from 1/2 
Ends of the Harth, and bringeth t the Wind out of 
his Treaſures, and as the Prieſt faith, hath #6 
done his marvellous Works, that they ought to te 
bad in remembrance. As to theſe Villages of 
Littleton in Worceſterſhire; 1 can only give this 
Information, that this violent Hurricane viit- 
red us alſo in its paſſage, to the great Terror 
of the Inhabitants, ' who although by the gra- 
cious Providence of God all eſcaped with their 
Lives and Limbs, and the main Fabrick of 
their Houſes ſtood ; rho' with m 1 ſhaking, 
and ſome damage in the Roo of many ot 
them: Yet when the Morning Light appca- 
red after that diſmal Night, they were fyr- 
pris'd with freſh apprehenſions of the Dangers 
eſcaped, when they diſcover'd the fad Havock 
that was made among the Trees of their Or- 
chards and Cloſes, very many Fruit Trees, 
and many mighty Elms being torn up, and 
one Elm above the reſt, of very great Bulk and 
ancient Growth! oblerved, which might have 
defied the Strength of all the Men and Tcams 
in the Pariſh, (tho' alſaulred in cv cry Branch 
with Roaps and Chains) was found torn 1 up 
by the Roots, all ſound, and of vaſt Strength 
and Thickneſs, and with its fall ( as was 
14 | thought) 
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6120) 
thought) by the help of the ſame impetuous 
Guſts, broke oft in che middle of the Timber 
another great Elm its Fellow, and next Neigh. 
bour. And that which may excrcile the 
Thoughts of the Curious, ſome little Houſes 
and Out-houſes that ſeemed to ſtand in the 
ſame Current, and without any viſible Bur- 
rough or Shelter, eſcaped in their Roofs, with. 
our any, or very little Damage: What Acci- 
dents of Note hapned in our Neighbouring 
Pariſhes, I ſuppoſe you may receive from o- 
ther Hands. This, (I thank God) is all that 


I have to tranſmit unto you from this place, 


but that I am a Well-wiſher to your Work in 
Hand, Aud your Flumble Servant, 


Littleton, Decem. 20. | | Ralph Norris, 


— — 


Middleton - Ston) in Oxfordſhire, Nov. 26. 1703. 


HE Wind being SouthWeſt and by Well, 
it began to blow very hard at 12 of the 
Clock at Night, and about four or ſive in the 
Morning Nov. 27. the Hurticane was very 
terrible; many large Trees were torn up by 
the Roots in this Place; the Leads of the 
Caurch were Roll'd up, the Stone Battlements 
ot the Tower were blown upon the Leads, ſe- 
veral Houſes and Barns were uncover'd, part 
of a nc built Wall of Brick, belonging _ 

We Stable 
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parted, but as they lay upon the Iſle, which 


( 121 
Stable was blown down, and very much dam- 
mage, of the like Nature, was done by the 
Wind in the Towns and Villages adjacent. 


William Offley, Rector of Middleton-Stony. 
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From Leamington Haſting, near Dun - Church 


in Warwickſhire, we have. #he following Ac- 
t I WO»: 2 


G8 8 | Fic rtii 
Find in the Advertiſments a Deſire to have 
an Account of what happen'd remarkable 

in the late terrible Storm in the ' Country ; the 

Stories every where are very many, and ſeve- 

ral of them ſuch as will ſcarce gain Credit; one 

of them I ſend here an Account of being an 

Eye Witneſs, and living upon the place: The 


Storm here began on the 26th of Nowem. 1703. 


about 12· a · clock, but the ſevereſt Blaſts were 
between 5 and ſix in the Morning, and between 
Eight and Nine the 27th 1 went up to the 
Church, where I found all the middle Iſle 


clearly ſtript of the Lead from one Eud to 


the other, and a great many of the Sheets 
lying on the Eaſt End upon the Church, roll d 
up like a piece of Cloth: I found on the 


Ground ſix Sheets of Lead, at leaſt 50 Hun- 


dred weight, all joyn d together, not the leaſt 


ſix 


/ 


Cans) 

ſix Sheets of Lead were fo carried in the Air 
by the Wind fifty Yards and a Foot, mea- 
ſured by a Workman exactly as cou'd be, 
from the place of the Iſſe where they lay, to 
the place they fell; and they might have been 
carried a great way further, had they not hap- 
pen d in their way upon a Tree, ſtruck off an 
Arm of it near 17 Yards high; the End of one 
Sheet was twiſted round the Body of the Tree, 
and the reſt all joyn d together lay at length, 
having broke down the Pales fitſt where the 
Tree — and lay upon the Pales on the 
Ground, with one End of them, as J ſaid be- 
ſore, round the Body of the Tree, 

At the ſame time at Marſon, in the County 
of Varwict, about 4 Miles from this place, a 
great Rick of Wheat was blown off from its 
Staddles, and ſet down without one Sheaf re- 
moy'd, or diſturb'd, or without ſtanding a- 
way 20 Yards from the place. 

If you have a mind to be farther ſaisfied in 
this Matter, let me hear from you, and J will 
endeayour it: But I am in great haſt at this 
time, which forces me to be confus d. 


J am your Friend, 


E. Kingsburgh, 


The 


Che 
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The following, Account we have from Farcham 
' and Chriſt Church in Hampſhire, which are 
alſo well atteſted, | 


SIR. 
Received yours, and in Anſwer theſe are 
to acquaint you; That we about us came 


4 


no ways behind tlie reſt of our Neighbours 
in that mighty Storm or Hurricane. As for 


our own Pariſh, very few Houſes or Outhou- 
ſes eſcape. There was in the Pariſh of Fare- 
ham ſix Barns blown down, with divers other 
Outhouſes, and many Trees blown up by the 
Roots, and other broken off in the middle; by 
the fall of a large Elm, a very large Stone 
Window at the Weſt End of our Church was 
broken down; there was but two Stacks of 
Chimneys thrown down in all our Pariſh rhat 
I know of, and thoſe without hurting any Per- 
ſon. There was in a Coppice called Pupal Cop- 
pice, an Oak Tree, of about a Load of Tim- 
ber, that was twiſted off with the Wind, and 
the Body that was lefc ſtanding down to the 
very Roots ſo ſhivered, that if it were cut in- 
to Lengths, it would fall all in picces. Not- 
withſtanding ſo many Trees, and fo much Our- 
Houſing was blown down, I do not hear of 
one Beaſt that was killed or hurt. There was 
on the Down called Port/down, in the Pariſh of 
Southwick, within three Miles of us, a Wind- 


\ Mill was blown down, that had nor been up 


very 


* - 
b 
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4 4 
very many Years, with great damage in the 
ſaid Pariſh to Mr. Norton, by the fall of many. 
1 Chimneys and Trees. The damage ſuſtained 
[| by us in the Healing is ſuch, chat we are obi. 
* ged to make uſe of Slit Deals to ſupply tlie 
| want of Slats and Tyles until Summer come 
14 to make ſome. And ſo much Thatching wan- 
12 ting, that it cannot be all repaircd till after 2. 
1 nother Harveſt. As for Sca Affairs about us, 
by we had but one Veſſel abroad at that time, 
1 which was one John Watſon, the Maſter of 
7 Which was never heard of yet, and I am 
A afraid never will; I have juſt reaſon to lament 
Y her Loſs, having a great deal of Goods aboard 
| k of her. If at any time any particular Relati. 
1 on that is true, come to my knowledge in any 
convenient time, I will not fail to give you an 
Account, and at all times remain 


1 Fare ham, Tour Servant, 
* ; 
N January the 23d. 170. Hen. Stanton. 


% % 


_ | 
K Anſwer to yours, relating to theDamages 


done by the late Storm in, and about ov! 
Town. 


(125) 


Town, is, that we had great part of the Roof 
of our Church uncover d, which was cover'd 
with very large Purbick-ſtone, and the Battle- 
ments of the Tower, and part of the Leads 
blown down, {ome Stones of a vaſt weight 
blown from the Tower, ſeveral of them be- 
tween two or three hundred weight, were 
blown ſome Rods or Perches diſtance from the 
Church; and 12 Sheets of Lead rouled up 
together, that 20 Men could not have done 
the like, to the great Amaſement of thoſe 
that ſaw 'em: And ſeveral Houſes and Barns 
blown down, with many hundreds of Trees 
of all ſorts; ſeveral Stacks of Chimneys being 
blown down, and particularly of one Thomas 
Spencer's of this Town, who had his Top of a 
Brick Chimney taken off by the Houſe, 
and blown a croſs a Cart Road, and lighting 
upon a Barn of Richard Holloway's, broke 


.down the end of the {aid Barn, and fell up- 


right upon one End, on a Mow of Corn in the 
Barn; but the ſaid Spencer and his Wife, al- 
tho they were then ſitting by the Fire, knew no- 
thing thereof until the Morning: And a Stack 
of Chimneys of one Mr. Imber's fell down 


upon a young Gentlewoman's Bed, ſhe having 


but juſt before got out of the ſame, and ſeveral 
Ouc-houſes and Stables were blown down, fome 


Cattel killed and ſome Wheat-ricks entirely 


blown oft their Stafolds; and lighted on their 
bottom without any other damage; this is al 


1 % 
Fig 
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the Relation I can give you that is Remark- 


able about us, | 
I remain your Friend and Servant, 


William Mitchel. 


At Ringwood and Fording-Bridge, ſeveral 
Houſes and Trees are blown down, and 
many more Houſes uncovered. 


— _—_ — — 
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From Oxford the following Account was ſent, 
encloſed in the other, and are confirm'd by Let. 
ters. from other Hands. | 


SIR, 


H E inclos'd is a very exact, and I am 

ſure, faithful Account of the Damages 
done by the late Violent Tempeſt in Oxford. 
The particulars of my Lord Biſhop of Bath 
and Wells, and his Ladies Misfortune arc as 
follows, The Palace is the Relicks of a very 
old decay'd Caſtle, only one Corner is ncw 
built; and had the Biſhop had the good For- 
tune to have lain in thoſe Apartments that 
Night, he had fav'd his Life. He perceiv'd 
the fall before it came, and accordingly jump't 
out of Bed, and made towards he Door, 
where he was found with his Brains daſh d 
out; his Lady perceiving it, wrapt all che 


Bed-cloaths about her, and in that manner 4 
foun 
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. 
found ſmother'd in Bed. This account is Au- 
thentick, 


J am, Sir, yours, 


J. Bagſhot. 


Dec. 9. 1703. 
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SIR, | 

Give you many thanks for your account 

from London : We were no leſs terrificd in 
Oxon with the Violence of the Storm, tho' we 
ſuffer d in compariton but little Damage. The 
molt conſiderable was, a Child kill'd in St. 
Giles's by the fall of an Houle; two Pinna- 
cles taken off from the Top of Magdalen 
Tower, one from Merton; about 12 Trees 
blown aown in Chri/? Church long walk, ſome 
of the Battlements from the Body of the Ca- 
thedral, and two or three Ranges of Rails on 
the Top of the great Quadrangle: Part of the 
great Elm in Univerſity Garden was blown 
oſt, and a Branch of the Oak in MagMaloy 
walks; the reſt of the Colleges ſcaped tolera- 
bly well, and the Schools. and Theatre intire- 
ly. A very remarkable paſſage happened ar 
Queen's College, ſeveral Sheets of Lead judg- 
ed near 6000/7. weight, were taken off from 
the Top of Sir J. Milliamſon's Buildings, and 


blown againſt the Weſt- end of Sr. Peter's 


Church with fuch Violence, that they broke 
an Iron-bar in the Windo, making tuch a 


pro- 
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prodigious Noiſe. with the fall, that ſome who 
heard it, thought the Tower had been fal. 
ling. The reſt of our Loſſes conſiſted for the 
molt part in Pinnacles, Chimneys, Trees, Slates, 
Tiles, Windows, &c. amounting in all, accord. 
ing to Computation, to not aboye 1000 /. 


Ox. Dec. 7. 1703. 
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From Kingſtone-· uvpon- Thames, the following 
Letter ic very particular, and the truth of it 


may be depended upon. 


. 


|| Have inform'd my ſelf of the following 
Matters; here was blowndown a Stack of 
Chimneys of Mrs. Copper, Widow, which fel 
on the Bed, on. which ſhe lay; but ſhe being 
juſt got up, and gone down, ſhe. received no 
harm on her Body : Likewiſe, here was a 
Stack of Chimnies of one Mr. Robert Banſor/” 
blown down, which fell on a Bed, on which his 
Son and Daughter lay, he was about 14 years 
and*the Daughter 16 ; but they likewile were 
Juſt got down Stairs, and reccived no harm: 
A Stack of Chimnies at the B.- Inn was 
blown down, and broke way down into the 
Kitchen, but hurt no Body: Here was a new 
Brick Malt-Houſe of one Mr. Francis Bol 
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plown down, had not been built above two 


Years, blown off at the ſecond Floor; beſides 
many Barns, and out Houſes; and very few 
Houſes in the Town but loſt Tiling, ſome 
more, ſome and Multitudes of Trees, in 
particular. Elms of one Mr. John Bowles, 
Shooc- maker About 30 Apple-trees of one 
Mr. Peirce s And of one John And, ew, a Gar- 
diner, 100 Apple-trees blown to the Ground: 
One Valter Kent, Eſq; had about 20 Rod of 
new Brick-wall of his Garden blown down: 
One Mr. Tiringam, Gentleman, likewiſe about 
10 Rod of new Brick- wall blown down: Mr. 
Ceorge Cole, Merchant, had alſo ſome Rods of 
new Brick wall blown down : Alſo Mr. B/itha, 
Merchant, had all his Walling blown down, 


and other extraordinary Loſſes. Theſe are 


the moſt conſiderable Damages done here, 


Tour humble $ ervant, 
C. Caſtleman. 


8 * 
_ _ 
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From Teuxbury in Glouceſterſhire, and from 
Hatfield in Herefordſhire, the following Let- 


ters are ſent us from the Miniſters of the re- 
Jpedtive Places. | 


SIR, 


UR Church, tho' a very large one, 
ſuffered no great diſcernable Damage. 
The 
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The Lead Roof, by the force of the Wind was 
ſtrangely ruffled, but was laid dowa without 


any great coſt or trouble. Two well-growa 


Elms, that ſtood before a fort of Alms-houſe 
in the Church yard had a villerent Treatment; 
the one was broken h-rt in the Trunck, and 
the head turn d Southward, che uther tore up 
by the Roots, and caſt Northward: Divers 
Chimnics were blown down, to the great Da- 
mage and Conſternation of the Inhabitants: 
And one riſing in the middle of two Cham- 
bers fell ſo violently, that it broke thro' the 
Roof and Cicling of the Chamber, and fell by 
the Bed of Mr. ii”. M. and bruiſed ſome part 
of the Bed teaſter and Furnirure ; but himlclf, 
Wife and Child were ſignally preſerved: An 
Out-houſe of Mr. F. M (containing a Stable, 
Mill-houle, and a ſort of Barn, judged about 
40 Four in length) (landing at the end of our 
Town, aud much expos'd to the Wind, intirc- 
ly fell, which was the moſt conſiderable Da- 
mage : Not one of our 'Town was killd, or 
notably hurt; tho! ſcarce any but were terri- 
bly alarm'd by the dreadful Violence of it, 
which remitted about five in the Morning: 
The beautiful Cathedral Church of Goce/ter 
ſuſler d much; but of that J ſuppoſe you will 


have an account from ſome proper Hand: This 


J was willing to {ignific to you, in anſwer to 
your Letter, not that I think them worthy 
of a publick Memorial; but the Preſervation 

of 


i 
of V. M. his Wife and Child was remark- 
able, ; 


| Tour unknown Friend 
Teuxbury Jan. 
12. 1701. and Servant, 


John Matthews. 


Biſhop's Hatfield, Decem. 9. 1703. 


SIR, 


Perceive by an Advertiſcment in the Ca- 

zette of laſt Monday, that a Relation of 
ſome conſiderable Things which happened in 
the late Tempeſt is intended to be printed, 
which deſign T believe will be well a; proved 
of, that the Memory of it may be perpetua- 
ted. I will give you an Account of ſome of 
the obſervable Damages done in this Pariſh: 
The Church which was Til'd is ſo ſhattered, 
that the Body of it is entirely to be ripp'd, 
Two Barns, and a Stable have been blown 
down; in the latter were 13 Horſes, and 
none of them hurt, tho' there was but one to 
be ſeen when the Men firſt came. I have 


number'd about 20 large Trees blown down, 


which ſtood in the regular Walks in the Park 
here. It is faid, that all the Trees blown 
down in both the Parks will make above an 
hundred Stacks of Wood. A Summer-houſe 
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which ſtood on the Eaſt.ſide of the Bowling- 
green at Hatfe/d- Houle, was blown againſt 
the Wall, and broken, and a large part of it 
carried over the Wall, beyond a Cartway in- 
to the plowed Grounds. A great part of the 
Sourh-wall belonging to one of the Gardens 
was levelled with the Ground; tho' it was ſo 
ſtrong, that great part of it continues cemen- 
ted, cho it fell upon a Gravel-walk. Several 
Things which happened, incline me to think 
that there was ſomething of an Hurricane, 
Part of the fine painted Glats-window in my 
Lord Sa/is/ury's Chapel was broken, tho! it 
looked towards the Eaſt. The North: ſide of 


an Houle was untiled ſeveral Yards ſquare. 


In ſome places the Lead has been raiſed up, 
and over one Portal quite blown off In 
Brocket-hall Park belonging to Sir John Head, 
ſo many Trees ate blown down, that lying as 
they do, they can ſcarce be numbred, but by 
a moderate Computation, they are ſaid to a- 
mount to above a Thouſand, Ihe Damages 
which this Pariſh hath ſuſtained, undoubtedly 
amount to many hundred Pounds, fome of 
the moſt conſiderable J have mentioned to 
you, of which | have been in great Meaſure 


an Eye-witneſs, and have had the reſt from 


Credible Perſons, eſpecially the matter of 

Brocket-hall Park, it being two Miles out of 
Town, tho' in this Pariſh. I am, 

Sir, Tour humble Servant, George Heml- 

worth, AA. 4. Curate of Biſhop's Hat- 

field, n Hactfordſhire, The 
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The ſhorter Accounts which have been ſent up 
from alwoſt all parts of England, eſpecially to the 
South of he Trent; the we do not tranſmit them 
at large as the aboveſaid Letters are, ſhall be 
faithfully abridg'd for the readier compriſing them 
within the due compaſs of our Vetune. 


From Kent we have many ſlrange Accounts of 
the Violence of the Storm, beſides what relate to 
the Sea Affairs. 


At Whitſtable, a ſmall Viiluge on the Month 
of the Eaſt Swale of the River Medway, we are 
inform'd a Boat belonging to a I loy was taken np by 
the Violeuce of the Wind, clear off from the Mater, 
and being bourn up in the Air, blew turning cont4- 
nually over and over in its progreſſive Motion, till 
it lodg d againſt a riſing Ground, above 50 Rod 
from the Water ; in the paſſage it ſtruck a Man, 
who was in the way, and broke his Knee to pieces, 


We content our ſelves with relating only the 
Fatt, and giving Aſſurances of the Truth of what 
we Relate, we leave the needful Remarks on ſuch 
Thivgs to another place. 


At a Town near Chartham, the Lead of the 


Church rolled up together, and blown off from the 
Church above 20 Rod diſtance, and being taken 
p afterwards, and weigh'd it, appear'd to weigh 
above 2600 weight. 
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At Brenchly in the Weſtern Parts of Kent, the 
Syire of the Steeple which was of an extraordi- 
nary hight was overturn d; the particulars 
whereof you have in the following Letter, from 


the Miniſter of the place. 


r Lucca oem,  VDa£ 


381 R, | 

Ccording to your requeſt, and my pro- 

miſe, for the ſervice of the publick, 1 

have here given you an Account of the Effects 

of the late Tempeſtuous Winds in the Pariſh 

of Brenchly, in the County of Hent, as freely 

and impartially as can be conſiſtent with the 
Damages ſuſtained thereby, vx. 

A ſtately Steeple, whoſe Altitude ex- 
ceeded almoſt, if not all, in Aent, the height 
whereof, according to various Computa- 
tions, it never in my knowledge being exactly 
meaſured, did amount at leaſt to 10 Rods, 
ſome ſay 12, and others more; yet this {trong 
and noble Structure by the Rage of the Winds 
was levelled with the -Ground, and made the 
ſport and paſtime of Boys and Girls, who to 
future Ages, tho' perhaps incredibly, yet can 
boaſt they leaped over ſuch a Steeple, the fall 
thereof beardown great part of the Churchand 
Porch, the damage of which to repair, as before, 
will not amount to Jeſs than 800 or 1000 /. 
This is the publick loſs; neither does private 
and particular much leſs bemoan their Con- 
-diuzon, for ſome Houſes, and ſome _— 
Wich 
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with other Buildings, are quite demoliſhed ; 
tho Bleſſed be God, not many Lives or Limbs 
loſt in the fail, and not one Houſe, but whar 
ſuffered greatly by the Tempeſt. Neither were 
Neighbouring Pariſhes much more favoured ; 
but etpecially, a place called Great Peckham, 
whoſe Steeple allo, almoſt as high as ours, 
was then blown down, but not ſo much Da- 
mage to the Church, which God preſerve ſafe 


and ſound for cycr. 


This is the neareſt account that can 
be given, by your unknown Seri 
vant, 


Tho. Figg. 


As the above Letter mentions the fall of the 
Spire of Great Peckham, we have omitted a 
particular Letter from the place. 


* 


In or near Hawkhurſt in Suſſex, a Waggon 
ſtanding in a Field Loaden with Straw, and bound 
well down in order to be fetch't away the net day, 
the Wind took the Waggon, drove it backward 
ſe veral Rods,forcet it through a very thick Hedge 
into the Road, and the way being dirty, drove it 
with that force into the Mud or Clay of the 
Read, that fix Horſes could not pull it out. 

The Collettor of theſe Accounts cannot but en- 
ter the Remarks he made, having occaſion to 


Zraverſe the Country of Kent about a Meni after 
; K 4 the 
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the Storm; and beſides, the general Deſolation 
which in every Village gave almoſt the ſame pro. 
ſpedt ; he declares, that he reckoned 1107 dwel. 
ling Hoajes, Out-houſes and Barns blown quite 
down, whole Orchards of Fruit Trees laid flat upon 
the Ground, and of all other ſorts of Trees ſuch a 
quantity, that tho he attempted to take an 4c- 
count of them, he found tas impoſſible, and was 
oblig'd to give it over. 

From Monmouth we have a Letter, that a. 
mong a vaſt variety of Ruins, in their own 
Houſes and Barns 5 one whereof fell with a quan- 
tity of Sheep in it, of which ſeven were Kull; 
The Lead of the great Church, tho on the ſide 
from the Wind, was voll'd up like à roll of Cloth, 
and Llown off from the Church. 

T choſe to note this, becauſe the Letter ſays, 
it was upon the Norrh ſide of the Church, and 
which ſeems to confirm what I have obſerv'd le- 
fore, of the Eddies of the Wind, the Operation 
whereof has been very ſtrange in ſeveral Places, 
and more Violent than the Storm it ſelf. 

At Wallingford, one Robert Dowell, and his 
Wife, being both in Bed, the Chimney of the 
Houſe fell in, demoliſpd the Houſe, and the 
main Beam breaking fell upon the Bed, the Me- 
man receiv'd but little Damage, but the Man 
had his Thigh broke by the Beam, and lay in 4 
dangerous Condit iam when the Letter was wrote, 
which was the 10th of January after. 


Frem 
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From Axminſter in Somerſetſhire ?ake the fol. 
lowing plain, but honeſt Account. 


„ | 
H E beſt account I can give of the 
Storm in theſe Parts 1s as follows : Dr. 
Towgood had his Court Gate, with a piece of 
Wall blown to the other fide of the Road, and 
ſtands upright againſt the Hedge, which was 12 


Foot over, and it was as big as two Horſes 


could draw : A ſheet of Lead which lay flat 
was carried from Sir Milliam Drake's quite o- 
yer a Wall into the Miniſter's Court, near three- 
ſcore Yards : There was a Tree which ſtood 
in Mr. John Whitty's Ground which broke in 
the middle, and the rop of ir blew over the 
Hedge, and over a Wall, and over a top of a 
Houle, and did not hurt the Houſe : There was 
a Mow of Corn that was blown oft the Poſts, 
and fare upright without hurt, belonging to 
William Oliver, at an Eſtate of FdwardSeymour's, 
called Chappe/ Craft: A Maiden Oke which 
ſtood in the Q4i/e more than a Man could fa- 
thom, was broke in the middle : Several hun- 
dred of Apple-Trees, and other Trees blown 
down: Mott Houſes damnify'd in the Tilth 
and Thatch, but no Houſes blown down, and no 
Perſon hurt nor killed ; neither did the Church 
nor Tower, nor the Trees in the Church-yard 
received much Damage: Our loſs in the 
Apple-Trees is the greateſt ; becauſe we ſhall 
Want 


- 
3 ( 


„ 
want Liquor to make our Hearts merry ; the 


Farmer's fate them up again, but the Wing 
has blown them down ſince the Storm. 


* 
˙7˙ — 
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From Hartley in the County of Southampton, 
an honeſt Countryman brought the following 
Account by way of Certificate, from the Mini- 


ſter of the Pariſh. 


SIX. | | 
The Miniſter of the aboveſaid Pariſh, in 
the County of Southampton, do hereby 

Certifie of the ſeveral Damages done by the 
late great Wind in our 014, and the Pariſh 
adjaccut; ſeveral dwelling Houſes ſtrip d, 
and ſeveral Barns overturn'd, ſeveral Sign 
Poſts blown down, and many Trees, both 
Timber and Fruit; and particularly my own 
Dwciting Houle very much mortify'd, a Chim- 
ney fell down, and endanger'd both my own, 
and Familics Lives. 1 am, 


Sir, your humble Servant, 


Nathan Kinſey; 


From 


4 39) 


dom Okingham in Berkſhire, and {rom Bag- 
{hot i# Surrey, as follows. 


i: SIR, 
A Reat damage to the Houſes, ſome Barns 
„ down, the Market: liouſe very much 


> cattred, the Clock therein ſpoiled, ſeveral hun- 
dreds of Trees torn up by the Roots, moſt of 
them Elms, nothing more remarkable than what 
was uſual in other places. It is computed, 
that the damage amounts to ro0O0O /. And, 
moſt of the Signs in the Town blown down, 
and ſome of the Leads on the Church torn up: 
Vet by the goodneſs of God, not one Per ſon 
killed nor hurt. | 

| 


Bag (hot in Sarry. 


The Chimneys of the Mannor Houſe, ſome 
of them blown down, and 400 Pannel of Pales, 
with ſome of the Garden Walls blown down, 
and in and about the Town ſcveral great 
Elms torn up by the Roots, moſt of the Houſes 
ſhatter'd, and the rops of Chimneys blown 
down. 

In the Pariſh, a great many Chimneys, the 
tops of them blown down, and the Houles and 
Barns very much ſhatter'd, Sc. the damage 
in all is ſuppoſed about 300 J. none killed. 


This 


P 
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This is all the Account I can give you con. 
cerning the damage done by the Tempeſt here. 
abouts. This is all at preſent from, 


Tour Humble Servant, 


Bag ſhot, 
Feb. 1. 1704. | Jo. Lewis, 


— ww 


* 
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At Becles the Leads of the Church ript uy, 
part of the Great Window blown down, and 
the whole Town exceedingly ſhatter d. 

At Ewell by Epſome in Surry, the Lead from 
the flat Roof of Mr. Williams's /Jouſe was roll d 
up by the Wind, and blown from the top of the 
Fiouſe clear over a BrickWall near 10 Foot high, 


without damnifying either the Houſe or the Wal, 


the Lead was carried near 6 Rod from the Houſe 
and as our Relator ſays, was Computed to weigh 
near 10 Iun. This is Certified by Mr. George 
Holdſworth of Epſome, and ſent for the Service 
of the preſent Collection, to the Poſt Huuſe at 
London, to whom we refer for the Truth of th: 
Story. 


From 


/ 
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From Ely in the County of Cambridge, we have 
the following Relation; alſo by a Letter from 
inotber Hand, and I the rather Tranſmit this 
Letter, becauſe by other hands we had an dc- 
count, that it was expected the Cathedral or 
Minſter at Ely, being a very Antient Build- 
ing, and Craſy, would not have ſtood the fury 
is. of the Wind, and ſome People that lived with- 
in the reach of it, had Terrible Apprehenfions 

— of its falling, ſome ſhocks of the Wind gave it 
ſach a Motion, that any one that felt it, would 


wh 


re- 


th, have thought it was impoſſible it ſhould have 
ud ſtood. 

on 

4 EL 


Ccording to your requeſt, I have made it 

my bulineſs to get the exacteſt and tru- 
eſt account (J am able) of the damages and 
loſſes fuſtain'd on this fide the Country, by 
the late Violent Storm. The Cathedral 
Church of EV by the Providence of God did, con- 
trary to all Men's expectations, ſtand out the 
ſhock ; but ſuffered very much in every part 
of it, eſpecially that which is called the Body 
of it, the Lead being torn and rent up a con- 
ſiderable way together; about 40 lights of 
Glaſs blown down, and ſhatter d to pieces, 
one Ornamental Pinacle belonging to the North 
Iſle demoliſh'd, and the Lead in divers other 
parts of it blown up into great heaps. Five 
Chimneys falling down in a place called the 
Colledge, the place where the Prebendaries 
Lodg- 
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Lodgings are, did no other damage (praisd 
be God) then beat down ſome part of the 
Houſes along with them; the loſs which the 
Church and. College of Ely ſuſtain'd, being 
by computation near 2000 J. The Suftcrers 
are the Reverend the Dean and Chapter of the 
ſaid Cathedral. The Wind Mills belonging 
both to the Town and Country, felt a worſe 
fate, being blown or burnt down by the Vio- 
lence of the Wind, or elſe diſabled to that de. 
gree, that they were wholy unable of anſwer- 
ing the deſign they were made for ; three of 
the aforeſaid Mills belonging to one Jeremia 
Fouldſham of Ely, a very Induſtrious Man of 
mean Subſtance, were burnt and blown down, 
ro the almoſt Ruin and Impoveriſhment of the 
aforeſaid Perſon, his particular loſs being up- 
ward of a 100 J theſe are the moſt remarka- 
ble diſaſters that befel this ſide of the Country, 
The Inhabitants both of the Town of Eh and 
Country general, receiv'd ſome ſmall damages 
more or leſs in their Eſtates and Subſtance, 
wiz, The Houſes being ſtript of the Tiling, 
Barns and Out-houſes laid even with the 
Ground, and levcral Stacks of Corn and Cocks 
of Hay being likewiſe much damaged, the 
general loſs being about 20000 J. the eſcape of 
all Perſons here from Death, being generally 
miraculous ; none as we can hear of being 
kill'd, tho' ſome were in more imminent 
danger than others. This, Sir, is as true, and 
as 
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as faithful an account as we are able to col- 
lect. | 


Jam Tours, 


Ely, Jan. 21. 1703. - A. Armiger. 


8 
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Countryman gives us a Letter, in which telling us 
of a great many Barns blown down, Trees, Chim— 
neys and Tiles, he tells us in the Cloſe, that their 
Town fared better than they expetted, but that 
for all the neighbouring Towns they are fearfully 
ſbatter d. 


— 


From Tunbridge, a ietter to the Poſt Maſter, 


giving the following Account. 


8. 


Cannot give you any great account of the 
particular damage the late great Winds has 
done, but at Penchurſt Park there was above 
500 Trees blown down, and the Grove at 
Southborough isalm ſt blown down; and there 
is ſcarce a Houle in Town, but hath received 


lome damage, and particularly the School- 
Houſe. A Stack of Chimnics blown down, but 


no body, God be thanked, have loſt their Lives, 
a great many Houſes have ſuffered ve 

much, and ſeveral Barns have been blown 
down: At Eaſt Peckam, hard by us, the Spire 


of 


From Sudbury in Suffolk, an bonef plain 
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of the Steeple was blown down: And at Sir 
Thomas Twiſden's inthe ſame Pariſh, there was 
a Stable blown down, and 2 Horſes Killed: 
And at Brenchly the Spire of the Steeple was 
blown down : and at Summer Hill Park there 


were ſeveral Trees blown down ; which is all 
at preſent from, 


Tour Servant to Command, 


Elizabeth Luck. 


— ee WY x 2 A —_— —_ * — ls, — — 
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At Laneloe in the County of Brecon in Wales, 
a Poor Woman with a Child, was blown away by 
the Wind, and the Child being about 10 years 
old, was taken up in the Air tus or three yards, 
and very much Wounded and Bruiſed in the fall. 

At Ledbury in Herefordſhire, we have an Ac- 
connt of two Wind Mills blown down, and four 
Stacks of Chimneys in a new built Houſe at a Vil- 
lage near Ledbury, which Wounded a Maid Ser- 
vant ; and at another Gentleman's Fouſe near 
Ledbury, the Coachman fearing the Stable would 
fall, got his Maſter's Coach Horſes out to ſave 
them, but leading them by a great Stack of Hay, 
the Wind blew down the Stack upon the Horſes, 
killed one, and Maimed the other. 


From 


ir 
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From Medhurſt i Suſſex, the following Lettres 
3 a ſhort account of the loſs of the Lord Monta- 
cute, in hy Scat there, which 1 extraordinary 
great, tho Abride'd in the Letter. 
. 

Received a Letter from you, wherein you 
| deſire me to give you an account of wha 
damage was done in and about our Town, 
praiſe God we came oft indifferent well; the 
greateſt damage we received, was the un un, 
of Houſes, and 3 Chimncys blown don, bo 
4 or 5 Stacks of Chimneys are blown down at 
my Lord Montacate's Houſe, within a quarter 
of a mile of us, one of them fell on part of the 
Great Hall,which did con [iGCr: able damage; at a 
the Church Steeple of Oi, half a wile from 
us, was blown down at the ſame time; _—_ 
my Lord had above 500 Trees to: n up by. the 
Roots, and near us ſe vera! Borns b blown down, 
one of Sir John Mills, a very large T. fied Barn, 


* 


8 


Med hurſt, 7 CUT Zune Serin? 
Jan. 18. 1701. - John Ftinke. 
— — — — —— 0 ́ T?e —— ——— 


From Rigate the particul. I'S canuot ve {tetie? 
related, than is the following Lett. 
STR, 


N. anſwer to the Letter you ſënt me, tcla- 
ting to the late great Wind, the Calamity 
was univerſal about ns, great numbers of vaſt 


MW Foec aro blown down, and {owe broker 
25 quite 


| 
| 
F 


1 
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quite aſunder in the middle, tho' of a very 
conſiderable bigneſs. Two Wind-mills were 
blown down, and in one there happened a re- 
markab!ie Providence, and the Story thereof 
may perhaps be worth your obtervation, 
which is, viz. That the Miller of Charlemwood 
Mill, not far from gate hearing in the night 
time the Wind blew very hard, aroſe from 
his Bed, ard went to his Mill, refolving to 
turn it toward the Wind, and fer it to work, as 
the only means to preferve it ſtanding; but 
on the way feeiing for the Key of the Mill, 
he found he had Jefc it at his Dwelling Houle, 
and therefore returned rhither to fetch it, and 
coming back again to the Mill, found it blown 
quite down, and by his lucky forgetfulneſs 
ſaved his Life, which otherwiic he moſt incvi- 
tably had loſt. Several Stacks of Corn and 
Hay were blown down and fhattered a very 
great diſtance from the places where they 
ſtood. Many Barns were allo blown dow, 
and many Stacks of Chimnies ; and in the 
Town and Pariſh of Rigate, ſcarce a Houle but 
ſuffered conſiderable damage, either in the 
Tyling or otherwiſe. In the Pariſh of Coe 
by Darkizg lived one Charles Man, who was 
in Bed with his Wife and two Children, and by 
a fall of part of his Houſe, he and one Chil: 
were killed, and his Wife, and the other Chilc, 
miraculouſly preſerved, I ain 
Rigate, Sir, Tour humble Servant, 

Jan. 13. 1701. We Tho. Foſter. 


From 
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om the City of Hereferd, this ſhort Letter js 
very clic ll. 
. 
He beſt account I can give of the Storm, 
is as follows; a Man and his Son was 


killed with the fall of his Houſe, in the Pa- 


riſh of Worm/le, 2 miles ofi Webly in Hereford- 
tire. My Lord Skudamoor had ſeveral greatOaks 
blown down in the Pariſh of 2%, 4 miles from 
/[ereford ; there were ſeveral great Elms blown 
down at a place called Hinton, on Nye fide, 
half a mile oft Hereford, and ſome hundreds 
of Fruit Trees in other Parts of this Coun- 
try, and two Stacks of Chimnies in this City, 
and abundance of Tiles off the old Houſes, 


Hereferd, Tours, &c. 
Jan. 2. 1703. Anne Watts. 


it Hawkhurſt, on the Age of Suſſex and Kent, 
11 Barnes were blown dows, beſides the Honſes 
e or Uucover'd. 


7 Baſingſtoke in Hampſnire, the fo!lowins 


5 is our Authority for the Particulars. 


8IR, 


Cannot pretend to give you a particular 
i Account concerning the great Wind, but 
here are a great many Houſes blown down, 
many Barns, and abundance of Trees. A 
little Park three Miles from Bang Stoke, 


belonging to Eſq; Maleps has a great quantity 


1. 2 of 
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of Timber blown down, there is 8007's worth 
of Oak fold, and 800/'s worth of other Trees 
to be told, and fo proportionably all over the 
Country. Abundance of Houtes until'd, and 
a great many Chimneys blown down; but! 
do not hear of any body kill'd about us. Moſt 
of the People were in great Fears and Con- 
ſternation; inſomuch, that they thought the 


World had been at an end. Sir, 
Tours to Command W. Nevill 


At Shoram the Market Houſc, an Anticn: 
and very ſtrong building, was blown flat to 
the Ground, and all the Town fhatrerd, 
Brighthelm/ton being an old built and poor, 
tho' populous Town, was molt miſeraby 
torn to pieces, and made the very Picture o: 
Deſolation, that it lookt as if an Enemy ha: 
Sackt it. | 5 


— 


— * 


The fo//owing Letter from a {mall Town near Hel. 
tors „ Cornwall 75 very Authentick, aud n 
be depended ou. 
* 
Ccording to your Requeſt, in a late Ad 
/ % vectifernent, in which you defir'd a 
{mpartial Account of what Accidents hap: 
ned by the late Dreadful Storm, in order to 
make a true and juſt Collection of the ſamc, 


pleaſe to rake the following Relation, 7 


Between 8 and 9-a-Clock the Storm began, 


with the Wind at N. W. about 19-a-Clock lt 


— — 
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veer'd about from W. to S. W. and back to 
Weſt again, and between 11 and 12-4 Ci:.ck 
it blew in a molt violent and dreadful manner, 
that the Country hereabouts thought che great 
day of Judgment was coming, 

It continued thus blow! ing till 5-a. r and 
then began to avate a little, but has dne A 
Prodigio! 8 damage to almoſt all h ond 
People, for either their Houſes are blown don, 
or their Cora biown out of tl icir- t; ack-yarcs, 
( ſome Furlongs ciſtance ), i om the fene. 
that the very FRAM look in a manner, as if 
they had ſad the Sheaves of Corn over 
them. Sever:i Barns blown down, and the 
Corn that was in the ſame carried clear a- 
Way. | . 

The Churches here ahouts have failercad 
very much, the Roofs of ſeveral are torn tt) 
pieces, and blown a. conſiderable Ditlaice 
oft. 

The ſmall Quantity of Fruit- Trees we 1 al 
in the Neighbourhood about us are to 0 
member'd, and torn in pieces, that {ci or 1.090 
are left fit for bearing Fruit. 

The large Timber Trees, as Elm, Gas, 
and the like, are generally blown don, pe 
cially the largelt and higheſt Trees ſutlered 
moſt; for few Gentlemen that had Teces a- 
bout their Houſes have any left; and ig 13 
gencrally oblerv'd here, that the Trees and 
Houſes that ſtood in Valleys, and mot our ot 
the Wind, have ſuffered moſt. In for, rhe 
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great Storm farther Northward, yet nothing 
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Damage has A ſo general, that both Rict; 
and Poor have ſuffered much. 

In ford, a ſmall Haven, not far from 
hence, there was a Tin Ship blown from her 
Anchors with on one Man, and two Boys oa 
Board, without Anchor, Cable or Boat, and 
was forc d out of the {aid Haven about x 2-4. 
Clock at Night; the next Morntng by 8-4- 
Clock, the Ship miracuiouſly Run in between 
two Rocks in the Je of Wight, where the 
Men and Goods were ſaved, but the Ship loſt : 
Such a Run, in to ſnort a time, is almoſt Incre- 
dible, it being near 80 Leagues in 8 hours time, 
believe it to be very true, for the Maſter of the 
faid Ship I know very well, and {ome that wer: 
concern d in her Lading, which was Tin, Ce. 


From St. Keaverne Pariſh in Cornwall, 
May 26. 1704. Tours Sc. W. J. 


— - 


— 


Thus far our Letters. 


T has been impoſſible to give an cxad 
: 1 relation in the matter of publick Damage, 
either as to the particulars of what is remas- 
* keable, or an Eſtimate of the general lols. 
The Abſtract here given, as near as ve 
could order it, is fo well taken, that we have, 
* Lenerally ſpeaking, ſomething remarkable from 
© every quarter of the Kingdom, to the South 


* of the rent. 
It has been obſerv'd, that tho' it blew 2 


Ic 


*h 
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* ſo furious as this way. At Hul, indeed, 
© as the Relation Expreſſes, it was violent, 
© but even that violence was moderate, com- 
* par'd to the Stupendious fury with which 
© all the Southern part af the Nation was At— 
* tack'd. 

*When the Reader finds an Accovnt here 
from Milford. ha ven tn Wales, and from Hel- 
ford in Ceruwall Weſt, from Jarmouth and 
Deal in the Eaſt, from Port ſineuth in the 
South, and Hull in the North, 1 am not to 
* imagine him ſo weak as to ſuppoſe all the 

* vaſt Interval had not the fame, or propor- 

* tion'd ſuffering, when you find one Letter 


 *from a Town, and. two from a County, it 


eis not to be ſuppolſed that was the whole 
: damage in that County, but, on the contra. 
* ry, that every Town in the County ſuſtered 
* the ſame thing in proportion; and it would 
have been endleſs to the Collector, and tire- 
*lom to the Reader, to have Enumerared all 
the Individuals of every County; 'twould be 
* endleis to tell the the Deſolation in the 
Parks, Groves, and fine Malks of the Gen- 
try, the general havock in the Orchards and 


Gardens among the Fruit Trees, eſpecially 


in the Countries of Devon, Somerſet, Jlere- 
ford, Glouceſter and }Porceſter, where the ma- 
' king great quantities of Cyder and Perry, 

is tae reaſon of numerous and large Orch- 
* ards, among which, for fcvcral Miles roge- 
: cher, there would be very few Trees leit. 
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* In Kent the Editor of this Book has ſeen 
* ſeveral great Orchards, the Trees lying flat 
on the Ground, and perhaps one Tree ſtand- 
ing in a place by it ſelf, as a Houſe might 
a ſ;elrer i it, perhaps none at all. 

*S> many Trces were every where blown 
* erois the Road, that till the Pcople were 
ent o fav them off, and remove them, the 
ways were not paſſable. 

Sticks of Cor n and Hay were in all places 
either blown down, or 10 torn, that they re- 
ceiv'd great damage, and in chis Article tis 
very oblcrvable, thoſe which were only blown 
down receiv'd the leaſt Injury ; when the main 
body of a Stack of Hay ſtood ſaſe, the top 
sing looſen'd by the Violence of the Wind, 
che Hay was driven up into the Air, and 
ew about like Feathers; chat it was entirely 
jolt, and hung about in the Neighbouring 
Trees, and ſpread on the Ground for a great 
diſtance and fo perſectly ſeperated, that there 
was no gathering it together. 

, Zar!) and Oats ſuſtered the fame caſualty 
only chat the weight of the Corn ſettled i 
ooner to the Ground than the Hay. 

As to the Stacks of Wheat, the Accounts 

re very ſtrange; from many places we have 
Letters, and tome jo incredible, that we date 
not venture on the Readers faith to tranlinir 
them, leaſt they ſhould ſhock their belief in 
* thoſe very ſtrange Relations already ſer down, 
and better Atteſted, as of a great 2 of 
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Corn taken from the Hovel on which it ſtood, 
and without Diſlocating the Sheaves, ſet up- 
on another Hovel, from whence the Wind 
* had juſt before remo d another Stack of 
* equal Dimenſions ; of a Stack of Wheat ta- 
ken up With the Wind, and ſet down whole 


© 16 Rod oſt, and the like. But as we have 
other Relations cqually firange, their Truth 
conſidered, we refer the Reader to them, and 
* allure the World we have ſeveral Accounts 
* of Stacks of Wheat taken clear off from the 
Frame or Steddal, and ſet down whole, 
* abundance more over-et, and thrown ofl 
* from their ſtandings, and others quite dil- 
pers d, and in a great mcaturc deſtroy'd. 

Tis true, Corn was excecding cheap all 
the Winter after, but they who bring that as 
* a realon to prove there was no great quan- 
* tity deſtroy'd, are oblig'd to bear with me 
in telling them they are miſtaken, for tlic 
true reaſon was as follows, 

* The Stacks of Corn in ſome Ccuntries, 
the Weſt chiefly, where the People general 
ly lay up their Corn in Stacks, being o 
* damnify'd asabove, and the Barns in all ports 
being Univerſally uncovered, and a vaſt num- 
ber of them overturn'd, and blown down, 
the Country People were under a nec ty 
of Threſhing our their Corn with all poliible 
* ſpecd, Icaſt if a Rain had follow'd, as at that 
time of Year was not unlikely, it might ha 
* been all ſpoild. 
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* And it was a ſpecial Providence to thoſe 
© Pcople alſo, as well as to us in London, that 
it did not Rain, at leaſt to any quantity, ſox 
* ncar three Weeks after the Storm. 

* Beſides this, the Country People wereobli. 
ged to threſh out their Corn for the lake of 
© the Straw, which they wanted to repair the 
© Thatch, and covering of their Barns, in ordc: 
© to ſecure the reſt. 

All theſe Circumſtances forc'd the Corn to 
Market in unuſual quantities, and that by 
© Conſequence made ir Cheaper than ordina- 
© ry, and not the exceeding quantity then in 
Store. | 

The Scats of the Gentlemen in all places 
© had an extraordinary ſhare in the Damage; 
their Parks: were in many places perfectly 
* difmantled, tlie Trees before their Doors 
© levelled, their Garden Walls blown down, and 
I could give a Lift, I belicve, of a thouſand 
© Seats in England, within the compaſs ot 
our Collected Papers, who had from 5 to 
© 20 Stacks of Chimnies blown down, ſome 
© more, ſome leſs, according to the ſeveral Di- 
* mentions of the Houſes. 

IJ am not obliging the Reader to comply 
* with the Ca.-ulations here following, and it 
* would have rook up too much room in this 
* tmall Tract to name particulars ; bur accorc- 
ing to the beſt eſtimate I have been able to 
* make from the general Accounts fent up by 


* Perions forward to have this matter recorded, 
0 
che 


6 


' the following particulars arc rather under 
thanover the real Truth, 
25 Parks in the ſeveral Countries, who 
have above 1000 Trees in cach 
| Park, blown down. 
© New Foreſt in Hampſhire above 4000, and 
ſome of prodigious Bigneſs; above 450 
parks and Groves, who have from 200 large 
*Trecs to 1000 blown down in them. 


Above 100 Churches covered with Lead, 
the Lead roll'd up, the Churches uncover'd ; 


* and on ſome of them, the Lead in prodigi- 
* ous Quantities blown to incredible Diſtances 
* from the Church. 

Above 400 Wind- mils overſet, and» bro- 
ken to pieces; or the Sails fo blown round, 
that the Timbers and Wheels have heat and 
| ſer the reſt on Fire, and fo burnt them down, 
as particularly ſeveral were in the Iſle 
* of Ely. 

Seven Stecples quite blown down, be- 
ſides abundance of Pinacles and Bartlc- 
ments from thoſe which flood ; and rhe 
Churches where it happened molt of them 
"Demoliſh'd, or terribly Shattered. 

Above 800 dwelling Houſes blown down, 
*1n moſt. of which the Inhabitants recerved 
* fome Bruiſe or Wounds, and many loſt their 


Lives. 


We have reckoned, including the City of 
London, about 123 People killd; beſides 
ſuch as we haye had no account of; the Num- 
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ber of People drowned are not caſily Gucſt , 
but by all the Calculations I have made and 
*feen made, we arc within compaſs, if we 
* reckon 8000 Men loſt, including what were 
* loſt on the Coaſt of //o//an, what in Ships 
blown away, and never heard of, and what 
were drowned in the Flood of the Seven, 
and in the River of Thames. 

© Whar the Loſs, how many poor Familics 
*ruin'd, is not to be Eſtimated, the Fire of 
* London was an cxcceding Lois, and was by 
ſome reckon d at four Millions ſterling ; 
* which, tho' it was a great Lots, and hap- 
pened upon the ſpot, where vaſt Quantitics ol 
Godds being cxpos'd to the fury of thc, 
Flames, were deſtroy'd in a hurry,and 1.4000 
* qyclling Houſes entirely conſum'd. 

© Yet on the other Hand, that Deloia- 
tion was confin'd to a imall Space, th: 


loſs fell on the wealthieſt part of the People; 


* bur this loſs is Univerſal, and its extent ge. 
neral, not a Houſe, not a Family that had any 
* thing to loſe, but have loſt ſomething by this 
Storm, the Sca, the Land, the Houſes, the 
Churches, the Corn, the Trees, the Rivers, 


all have felt the fury of the Winds. 


cannot therefore think I ſpeak too large, 
*if I fay, I am of the Opinion, that che Dz- 
mage done by this Tempeſt far exceeded th 
Fire of London. ; 

They tell us the Damages done by the 


Tide, on the Banks of the Severn, amounts 
* 
to 


G 

to above 200000 pounds, 150 Sheep 
grown d in one Level, Multitudes of Cattle 
on all the ſides, and the covering the Lands 
with Salt Water is a Damage cannot well he 
« Eſtimated : The High Tide at Bri//o/ ſpoil'd 
© or damnily'd 1500 Hogſheds of Sugars and 
* Tobaccocs, beſides great quantities of other 
Goods. | | 

is impoſſible ro deſcribe the general Ca- 
* lamity, and the moſt we can do is, to lead 
* our Reader to ſupply by his Immagination 
* what we omit; and to belicye, that as the 
Head of the particulars is thus collected, ay 
* infinire Variety at the fame time happened in 
* eycry place, which cannot be expected to be 
found in this Relation, 

There are ſome additional Remarks to be 
made as to this Tempeſts, which I cannot 
* think improper to come in here : As 

1. That in ſome Parts of Euglaud it 
* join'd with terrible Lightnings and bla! 
of Fire, aud in other Places none ar all, « 
to Thunder the Noiſe the Wind made, was 

at J will nos 
ſay, People might not miſlike it iar Tluun- 
der; but I have not met with any, who 
will be poſitive chat they heard it i hunder. 

2. Others, as in many Letters we have 
received to that purpoſe inſiſt upon it, tha 
they felt an Earthquake; and this I am 
* doubtful ol for ſevetal Rcaſons. 
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tft. © We find few People either in City 
gor Country ventur'd out of their Houſes, or at 
© leaft till they were forced out, and I can- 
not find any Voucher to this opinion of an 
Earthquake, from thoſe whoſe Feet ſtood 
*upon the Terra Firma, felt it move, and will 
* aftirm it to be ſo. 

2d. As to all thoſe People who were in 
© Houſes, I cannot allow them to be competent 
Judges, ſor as no Houſe was ſo ſtrong as not 
to move and ſhake with the fotce of the Wind, 
ſo it muſt be impoſſible for them to diſtin- 
* guiſh whither that motion came from a- 
* bove or below: As to thoſe in Ships, they will 
not pretend to be competent Judges in this 
caſe, and 1 think the People within doors as 
* improper to decide, for what might not thar 
* mocion they felt in their Houſes, from the 
Wind do, that an Earchquake could do. We 
* found it rockt the ſtrongeſt Buildings, and in 


ſeveral places made the Bells in the Steeples 


eftrike, looſen'd the Foundations of the 
Houſes, and in {ome blew them quite down, 
* but ſtill if it had been an Earthquake, it muſt 
have been felt in every houſe, and every 
place; and whereas in thoſe Streets of Lon- 
© don, where the Houſes ſtand thick and well 
* Built, they could not be ſo ſhaken with the 
Wind as in opener places: yet there the other 
would have equally been felt, and better 
* diſtinguiſhr; and this particularly by the 
© Watch, who ſtood on the Ground, _ 
ſhe!- 
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© ſhelter of publick Buildings, as in St. Paul's 
Church, the Exchange Gates, the Gates of 
the City, and ſuch like; wherefore, as 1 
am not for handing to Poſterity any matter 
of Fact upon ill Evidence, ſo I cannot tranſ- 
mit what has its Foundation only in the 
* Amazements of the People. 

is true, that there was an Earthquake 
ſelc in the North Faſt parts of the Kingdoms, 
© about a Month afterwards, of which ſeve⸗- 
© ral Letters here inferred make mention, and 
gone very particularly from Full; but that 
there was any ſuch thing as an Earthquake 
during the Storm, I cannot agree. 


Another remarkable thing I have obſerv d, 


and have ſeveral Letters to ſhow of the Wa- 
ter which fell in the Storm, being brackiſh, 
* and at Cranbroot in Kent, which is at leaſt 
16 Miles from the Sea, and above 25 from 
*any Part of the Sea to windward, from 
* whence the Wind could bring any moiſture, 
* for it could not be ſuppoſs'd to fly azainſt the 
Vid; the Graſs was ſo ſalt, the Cattel 
would not cat for ſeveral Days, from whence 
the ignorant People ſuggeſted another Mira- 
cle, vir. that it rain'd ſalt Water. 

The anſwer to this, I leave to two Letters 
printed in the Phi/o/ophical Tranſattions; as 
follows, | 


Part 
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Part of a Letter from Mr. Denham to the Royal 
Society, 


SIR, 
Have juſt now, ſince my writing, receiv'd an 
account from a Clergy-man, an Intelligent 
Perſon at Lewes in Suſſex, not only that the 
Storm made great deſolations rhereabouts, bur 


þ alſo an odd Phenomenon occaſioned by it, 27. c 
| That a Phyſician travelling ſoon after the [ 
4 * Storm to Tiſelyrſt, about 20 Miles from Lewes ! 
4 * and as far from the Sea, as he rode he pluckt t 
{ *fome rops of Hedges, and chawing them 
1 found them Salt. Some Ladies of Jene, h 
hearing this, taſted ſome Grapes that wer? It 
j * ſtill on the Vines, and they alſo had the p 
f * ſame reliſh. The Graſs on the Downs in tl 
q, his Pariſh was ſo ſalt, that the Shecp in the 


Morning would not feed till hunger com. 
* pelled them, and afrerwards drank like 
* Fiſhes, as the Shepherds report. This ho 
* attributeth to Saline Particles driven from 
* the Sea. He hearcth alſo, that People 
about Portſmouth were much annoyed with 
ſulphurous Fumes, complaining they wer? 
* molt ſuffocated therewith, 


V. Pas 
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V. Part of a Letter from Mr. Anthony van 5 
Lauwenhoek, F. R. S. giving his Olſerva- 1 
tions on the late Storm. 4 


Delft, Jan. 8. 1704. N. 8. 


S I R, 
Affirmed in my Letter of the 3d of Ne 
vember laſt paſt, that Water may be {9 1 
daſn'd and beaten againſt the Banks and Dikes | 
by a ſtrong Wind, and divided into ſuch 9 
ſmall Particles, as to be carried far up into AM; 
the Land. \ 
Upon the 8th of Decemler, £703. N. S. We ö 
had a dreadful Storm from the South Weſt, 
inſomuch, that the Water mingled with ſmall 
parts of Chalk and Stone, was ſo daſht againſt 
the Glaſs-windows, that many of them were 
darkned therewith, and the lower Windows 
of my Houſe, which are made of very fitc 
Glaſs, and always kept well ſcower'd, and 
were not open'd till 8-a-Clock that Morning, 
notwithſtanding that they look to the Nortl: 
Eaſt, and conſequently ſtood from the Wind; 
and morcoyer, were guarded from the Rain 
by a kind of Shelf or Pent houſe over them; 
were yet ſo cover'd with the Particles of cho 
Water which the Whirl-wind cat againſt 
them, that in lefs than half an hour they were 
deprived of moſt of their tranſparency, and, 
| foralmuch as theſe Particles of Water were 
not quite oxhaled, I coneluded that it muſt 
N be 
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be Sea-water, which the ſaid Storm had not 
only daſht againſt our Windows, but ſpread 
alſo over the whole Country. 

That T might be farisfied herein, I blow'd 
two ſmall Glaſſes, ſuch as 1 thought moſt 
proper to make my Obſervations with, con- 
cerning the Particles of Water that adhered to 
my Windows. 

Preſſing theſe Glaſſes gently againſt my 
Windows, that were covercd with the ſuppos'd 
Particles of Sea- water, my Glaſſes were tin- 
ged with a few of the ſaid Particles. 

Theſe Glaſſes, with the Water I had thus 
collected on them, I placed at about half a 
Foot diſtance from the Candle, I view'd them 


by my Microſcope, reck'ning, that by the. 


warmth of the Candle, and my Face together, 
the Particles of the ſaid Water would be put 
into ſuch a motion, that they would cxhale 
for the molt parc, and the Salts that were in 
'em would be expos'd naked to the fight, and 
ſo it happened; for in a little time a great ma- 
ny Salt Particles did, as it were, come out of 
the Water, having the Figure of our common 
Salt, but very ſmall, becauſe the Water was 
little, from whence thoſe ſmall Particles pro- 
cceded ; and where the Water had lain very 
thin upon the Glaſs, there were indeed 2 
great number of Salt Particles, but fo excccd- 


ing ſine, that they almoſt clcaped the Sigi 


through a very good Microſcope. 


From 
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From whence I concluded, that theſe Glaſs- 


windows could not be drought to their former 
Luſtre, but by wathing them with a great deal 
of Water; for if the Air were very clear, and 
the Wearket dry, the watry Particles would 
{von exhale, but the Salts would cleave faſt to 
the Glaſs, which ſaid Salts would be again 
diſſolv'd in moiſt Weather, anc! ſit like a Dzw 
or Mift upon the Windows. 

And accordingly my People found ir wih 
they came to waſh the afore-mentioned loy 
Windows of my Houſe; but as to the upper 
indows, where the Rain had bear againſt 
them, there was little or no Salt to be fand 
Qicking upon that Glats. 

Now, if we conſider, what a quantity of 
Sca-· water is ſpread all over the Country by 
ſuch a terrible Storm, and conſequently, _ 
greatly impregnated the Air is with che fam 
% gught not to wonder, that ſuch a eh — 
ty o of Water, = ing 1oved with ſo great & 
force, ſhould do 1o much miſchicf to Chim- 
neys, tops of Houſes, Sc. not to mention tho 
Damages at Sea. 

During the {aid Storm, and about 3-a- 8 
in the Morning, I caſt my Eye upon my 3 
tometer, and obſerv' d, that I had never a 
the Quick: ſilver ſo low; but half an hour af- 
ter the Quick- ſilver began to riſe, tho' the 
Stornr was not at all abated, at leaſt to any 
appearance ; from whence I concluded, and 
ſaid it to thoſe that were about me, chat c. 
M 2 Sto 0 
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Storm would not laſt long; and fo it hap- 
pened. a 

There are ſome that affirm, that the ſcat- 
tering of this Salt- water by the Storm will do 
a great deal of harm to the Fruits of the 
Earth; but for my part I am of a quite diffe- 
rent Opinion, for I believe that a little Salt 
ſpread over the ſurface of the Earth, eſpecial- 
ly where it is heavy Clay-ground, does ren- 
der it exceeding Fruitful ; and ſo it would be, 
if the Sand out of the Sea were made ule of to 
the fame purpoſe. 


* Theſe Letters are too well, and too judi- 
* ciouſly Written to need any comment of 
mine; tis plain, the watry Particles taken up 
*from the Sprye of the Sea into the Air, might 
by the impetuoſity of the Winds be carried 
* 2 great way, and if it had been much far- 
* ther, it would have been no Miracle in my 
* account ; and this is the reaſon, why I have 
not related theſe Things, among the extraot 
dinary Articles of the Storm. 

That the Air was full of Meoters, and 
* fiery Vapours, and that the extraordinary 
Motion occaſion d the firing more of them 
than uſual, a ſmall ſtock of Philoſophy will 
make very rational; and of theſe we have 
various Accounts, more in ſome places than 


In others, and ] am apt to believe theſe were 


* thc 
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the Lighntings we have been told of; for I am 
* of Opinion, that there was really no Light- 
© ning, ſuch as we call ſo in the common Ac. 

* ceptation of it; for the Clouds that flew with 
* fo much Violence through the Air, were not, 

as to my Obſervation, fuch as uſually arc 
fraighted with Thunder and Lightning, the 
Hurries nature was then in, do not conſiſt 
with the Syſtem of Thunder, which is Air 
* penr ia between the Clouds; and as for the 
Clouds that were ſeen here flying in the Air, 
they were by che fury of the: Winds ſo ſepera- 
ted, and in ſuch {mall Bodies, that there was 
on room for a Collection ſuitable, and neceffa- 
; ry to the Calc we ſpeak of, 

* Theſe Cautions I thought neceflary to ſec 

down here, for the ſatisfaction of the Curi 

* ous; and as they arc only my Opinions, I 
über them to the judgment of the Rea 
dor. ä 


8 Damages on the Water. 


8 this might conſiſt of ſeveral Parts, [ 
*was inclin d to have divided it into 
Sections or Chapters, relating particularly to 
the publick Loſs, and the private; to the 
Merchant, or the Navy, to Floods by the 
"Tides, ro the River Damage, and chat 
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* of the Sea; but for brevity, I ſhall confine 
* it to the following particulars. 


* Firſt, The Damage to Trade. 
5 Secondly, 71 D.mage o the Hey 1 Navy, 
Thirdly, 1% Damave ly Tin * FR 


k F irſt, Cf te Lamage to Trade. 


I might call it a Damage ro Trade, that 
* this Scaſon was both for ſome time befcr: 
and after tlie Tempeſt, ſo exceeding, and {9 
continuaily Stormy, that the Seas wer: 
in a manner Unnavigable and Nexpuce, 
dat a kind of a general Stop, and when the 
Storm was over, and the VVeather began 
to be tolerable; almoſt all the Shipping in 
England was more or loſs out of Repair, for 
there was very little Shipping in the Nation, 
but what had reccivd forme Damage ct 
© other. 
* it is impoſſible, but a Nation fo full cf 
l Shipping as this, muſt be exceeding Suller- 
ers in ſuch a general Diſaſter, and who cyci 
conſiders the Violence of this Storm by its 
* other dreadful Effects will rather wonder, 
and be thankful that we recciv'd no farther 
Damage, than we ſhall be able to give an 
Account of by Sca. 
I have already obſcrv'd what Flects wer! 
in the ſeveral Ports of this Nation, and from 
* whence they came: As to Ships loſt 0. 
* whom 
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© whom we have no other Account than that 
* they were never heard of. I am not able to 
give any Perticulars, other than that a- 
*bout three and forty Sail of all Sorts are 
* reckon'd to have periſhed in that manner. I 
mean of ſuch Ships as were at Sea, when 
* the Storm began, and had no Shelter or Portto 
make for their Safety: Of thele, ſome were 
* of the R. Fleet, of whom we had an Ac- 
© count of 20 Sail loft the Weck before the 
great Storm, but moſt of them reach'd the 
Ports of Newcaſtle, Humber and Tarmonth, 
and ſome of the Men ſuffered in the general 
* Diſtreſs afterwards. 

But to proceed to the moſt general Diſa- 
* ſters, by the ſame Method, as in the former 
* Articles of Damages by Land. Several Per- 
* ſons having given themſelves the Trouble to 
further this Deſign with Authentick Parti- 
culars from the re{peQive Ports. I con- 
* ceive we cannot give the World a clearer 
and more Satisfactory Relation than from 
their own Words. 


The firſt Account, and placd ſo, becauſe te 
very Authentick and Partictlar, and thy 
furtheſt Port Weſtward, and therefore pro: 
per to begin our Relation, is from on Board 
her Majeſty's Ship the Dolphin % Milford 
Haven, aud ſent to us by Capt Soanes 


7 
the Commodore of 4 Sguadron of Men of 


War then in that Harbour, to wwem the Public, 
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FI) very much oblig'd for the Relation, aud 
which we thought our ſelves bound there to a» 
knowledge. The Account 15 as follows, 


8 7 R, 


Eading the Advertiſement in the Gazezre, 

of your intending to Print the many 
.d Accidents in the late dreadful Storm, in- 
duced me to let you know what this place felt, 
tho a very good Harbour. Her Majeſtys 
Ships the Cumberland, Coventry, Leo, Haſtings 
and Hedi or, being under my Command, with the 
Nye a Cruizer on chis Stat ion, and under our 
Convoy about 130 Merchant Ships bound a- 
bout Land; the 26th of November at one in 
the Afternoon the Wind came at S. by E. a 
hard Gale, between which and N.W. by W. it 
came to a dreadful Storm, at three the next 
Morning was the Violenteſt of the Weather, 
when the Cumberland broak her Sheet Anchor, 
the Ship driving ncar this, and the Rye, both 
narrowly eſcap'd carrying away; ſhe drove 
very ncar the Rocks, having bur one Anchor 
left, but in a little time they ſlung a Gun, 
with the broken Anchor fall to it, which they 
Jet go, and wonderfully preſery'd the Ship 
from che Shoar, Guns firing from one Ship or 
other all the Night for help, tho''rwas impoſſi- 
ble to aſlifl cach other, the Sea was lo high, and 
the Darkneſs of th: Night ſuch, that we could 
not ſce where any one was, but by the Flaihes 
of the Guns; whenday light appear'd, it was a 
dilmal 
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dilmal ſight to behold the Ships driving up and 
down one foul of another, without Maſts, 


ſome ſunk, and others upon the Rocks, the 


Wind blowing ſo hard, with Thunder, Light- 
ning and Rain, that on the Deck a Man could 


not ſtand without holding. Some drove from 


Dale, where they were ſhelter'd under the 
Land, and iplit in pieces, the Men all drown- 
ed; rwoothers drove out of a Creck, one on 
the Shoar io high up was ſaved, the other on 
the Rocks in another Creek, and Bulg'd ; an 
Iriſh Ship that lay with a Rock thro' her, was 
lifted by the Sea cicar away to the other ſide 
of the Creck on a ſafe place; one Ship forc'{ 
10 Miles up the River before ſhe could be 
ſtop'd, and ſeveral ſtrangely blown into holes, 


and on Banks; a Ketch of Pembroke was drove 


on the Rocks, the two Men and a Boy in her 
had no Boat to fave their Lives; but 
in this great diſtreſs a Boat which broke from 
another Ship drove by them, without any in 
her, the two Men lcap into her, and were ſav'd, 
but the Boy drown'd; a Prize at Pembroke 
was lifted on the Bridge, whercon is a Mill, 
which the Water blew up, but the Veſſel got 
off again; another Veſſel carried almoſt into 
the Gateway which leads to the Bridge, and 
is a Road, the Tide flowing ſeveral Foot above 
its common Courſe. The Storm continu'd till 
the 27th about 3 in the Afternoon; that by 
Computation nigh 30 Merchant Ships and 
Veſlels without Maſts are loſt, and what Men are 
Joſt 
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loſt is not known; 3 Ships are miſſing, that we 
ſuppoſe Men and all loſt. None of her Majeſty's 
Ships came to any harm; but the Cumberland 
breaking her Anchor in a Storm which hap. 
pen'd the 18th at Night, loſt another, which 
renders her uncacapable of proceeding with uz 
till ſupply'd. I faw ſeveral Trees and Houſcs 
which arc blown down. 

Tour Humble Servant, 
Jol. Soanes. 


. 
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The next Account we have from the Reverend Mr. 
Tho. Cheſt, Miniſter of Chepſtow, wheſ: 
Iagenious accouni being given in his ewn Word, 
gives the beſt Acknowledgement for his {or- 

: zwarding and approving this deſi gn. 


1 

Pon the Evening of Friday, Nov. 26. 
170}. the Wind was very high ; but 
about midnight it broke out with a more than 
wonted Violence, and fo continued till near 
break of day. It ended a N. W. Wind, tho 
about 3 in the Morning it was at S. W. The 
loudeſt cracks I obſerved of it, were ſomewhat 
before 4 of the Clock; we had here the com- 
mon Calamity of Houſes ſhatter'd and Trees 

thrown down. 

But the Wind throwing the Tyde very 
ſtrongly into the Severn, and ſo into the He, 
on which Chepſtow is ſcituated. And the Freit: 
in Wye mecting with a Rampant * . 

OW 
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iowed the lower part of our Town. It came 
into ſeveral Houſes about 4 foot high, rather 
more; the greateſt damage ſuſtained in Houſes, 
was by the makers of Salt, perhaps their loſs 
might amount to ncar 200 J. 

But the Bridge was a ſtrange ſight ; it ſtands 
partly in Monmouthiſbire, and partly in Glou- 
ceſterſbire, and is built moſtly of Wood, with 
a Stone Peer inthe midſt, the Center of which 
divides the two Counties; there are alſo Stone 
Plarforms in the bottom of the River to bear 
the Wood-work. I doubt nor but thoſe Stone 
Platforms were covercd then by the great Freſh 
that came down the River. But over theſe 
there are Wooden Standards fram'd into Pecrs 
42 Foot high; beſides Groundſils, Cap-heads, 
Sleepers, Planks, and (on cach fide of the 
Bridge) Rails which may make about 6 foot 
more, the Tyde came over them all : The 
length of the Wooden part of the Bridge in 
Monmouthſhire is 60 yards exactly, and there- 
about in Glouceſterſhire; the Glouceſterſhire ſide 
ſuffered but little, but in Meumouthiſhire fide 
the Planks were moſt of them carried away, 
the Sleepers (about a Tun by meaſure cach) 
were many of them carried away, and ſeve— 
ral removed, and 'tis not doubted but the 
great Wooden Peers would have gone too; 
but it was fo, that the outward Sleepers on 
each ſide the Bridge were Pinn d or Bolted to 
the Cap heads, and fo kept them in their 
places. 
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All the level Land on the South part of Mon- 
mouthſhire, called the Moors, was overflow'd ; 
it is a tract of Land about 20 miles long, 
all Level, fave 2 little points of High- land, or 
3 ; the Breadth of it is not all of one ſize, the 
broadeſt part is about 2 miles and 3. This 
Tyde came 5 Tydes before the top of the 
Spring, according to the uſual run, which ſur: 
prized the People very much. Many of their 
Cattle got to ſhore, and ſome dy'd after they 
were landed. It is thought by a Moderate 
Computation, they might loſe in Hay and Cat- 
tle between 3 and 4000 J. I cannot hear of any 
Perſon drowned, ſave only one Servant Man, that 
ventur'd in queſt of his Maſter's Cattle.“ The 
People were cartied oft, ſome by Boats, ſomc 
otherways, the days following ; the laſt that 
came oft (that 1can hear of) were onTueſday E- 
vening, to be ſure they were uncaſy and aſto- 
niſhed in that Interval. There are various reports 
about the height of this Tyde in the Moors, 
comparing it with that in 7a. 1606. But 
the account that ſeems likelieſt to me, is, that 
che former Tyde ran ſomewhat higher than this. 
'Tis thought moſt of their Land will be worth 
bait little theſe 2 or 3 years, and 'tis known, 
that che repairing the Sea Walls will be very 
chargcablc. 

G!/orceſterſhire too, that borders upon Se. 
derne hath ſuffered deeply on the Forteſt 
of Dean ſide, but nothing in compariſon of 
the other ſhore, from about Harlingbam 

down 
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down to the mouth of Briſtol River Auon, 
particularly from Au/? Clife to the Rivers 
Mouth (about 8 miles) all that Flat, called 
the Marſh was drowned. They loſt many 
Sheep and Cattle. About 70 Seamen were 
drown'd out of the Canterbury Storeſhip, and 
other Ships that were Stranded or Wreck'd. 
The Arundel Man of War, S»fo!/kt and Can- 
ierbury Storcſhips, a French Prize, and a Dane, 
were driven aſhore and damnified ; but the 4- 
unde and the Daniſh Ship are got off, the reli 
remain on Ground, The Richard and John of 
about 500 Tun, newly come into Amg-road 
from Virginia, was Stuved. The Shoram rode 
it out in A*»g-road ; but I ſuppoſe you may 
have a perfecter account of theſe things from 
Briftsl. But one thing yet is to he remem- 
bred, one Ne/ms of that Country, as I hear 
us Name, was carricd away with his Wife 
and 4 Children, and Houſe ana all, and were 
all loſt, fave only one Giri, Who caught hold 
of a Bough, and was preſerved. 

There was another unfortunate Accident 
yet in theſe parts, one Mr. Churchman, chat 
keeps the Inns at Bereſley, a paſſage over tlie 
Severn, and had a ſhare in the paſſing Boats, 
ſeeing a ſingle Man toſſed in a Wood-buls off 
in the River, prevailed with ſome belonging 
to the Cuſtoms, to carry hunſelf and one of 
his Sons, and 2 Servants aboard che Boat, 
which they did. and the Officers deitrea Mr. 
Charchmau to take out the Man, and come 
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aſhore with them in their Pinnacc. But he 
willing to ſave the Boat as well as the May 
tarricd aboard, and ſometime after hoiſtinp 
Sail, the Boat overſet, and they were al] 
drowned, viz. the Man in the Boat, Mr. 
Churchman, his Son and 2 Servants, and much 
lamented, eſpecially Mr. Churchman, and his 
Son, who were Perſons very uſeful in thcir 
Neighbonrhood. This happened on Sata 
about x 1 of the Clock. 
Tour Humble Servant, 
Tho. Cheſt 
Mr. Tho. Little Miniſter of — Church in 
Lyn, in the County of Norfolk, being vc. 
 queſted to give in the particulars of what hay. 
pen'd thereabouts, gave the following, hot, 
but very pertinent Account. 


8 7R, 
| Had anſwer'd yours ſooner, but thatT was 
willing to get che beſt Information I could 
of the effect of the late diſmal Storm among. 
us. I have advisd with our Merchants, and 
Ship Maſters, and find that we have loſt from 
this Port 7 Ships, the damage whereof, at 2 


modeſt Computation, amounts to 3000/7. the 


Men that periſh'd in them are reckon'd aboyt 
20 in number. There is another Ship milling, 
tho we are not without hopes that ſhe is gone 
Northward,the value of Ship and Cargo abous 
1500. | 


The 


C 175) | 
The Damage ſuſtain'd in the Buildings of 
the Town is compured at 10004, at leaſt, 


I am your faithful Friend and Servant. 


Lyn, Jan. 17. 1703. 
| Tho. Little, 


— „ 


— 
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He have had various Accounts from Briſtol, but 
as they all contain ſomething of the ſame in ge- 
reral, only differently Expreſt, the following, 
as the moſt pojiitively aſſerted, and beſt Expreſt, 
is recorded for the publick Informatlin. 


. 
Ib ſerving your defire ( lately ſignify' d 
\ / in the Gazerre) to be further inform'd 
concerning the Eites of the late dreadful 
Tcmpell, in order to make a Collection there- 
of, -I have preſum'd to preſent you with the 
following particulars concerning Briſtol, and 
the parts near Adjacent, being an Eye witneſs 
of the ſame, or the Majority of it. On Sa- 
!urday the 27th of Novemb. laſt, between the 
hours of one and two in the Morning, aroſe 
a moſt prodigious Storm of Wind, which con- 
tinued with very little intermiſſion for the ſpace 
of 6 hours, in which time it very much ſhat- 
tered the Buildings, both publick and private, 
by uncovering the Houſes, throwing down 
the Chimneys, breaking che Glais Windows, 
overthrowiag the Pinnacles and Dartle- 
ments of the Churches, and blowing oft hs 
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Leads: The Churches in particular felt the 
fury of the Storm. St. Srzepher's Tower had 
three Pinnacles blown oft, which beat down 
the greateſt part of the Church. The Cathe- 
dral is likewiſe very much defac'd, two of its 
Windows, and ſeveral Battlements being blown 
away; and, indeed, moſt Churches in the City 
felt its force more or leſs; it allo blew down 
abundance of great Trees in the Marſh, Cal 
lege- Green, St. James's Church-yard, and other 
laces in the City. And in the Country it 
lew down and fcattered abundance of Hay 
and Corn Mows, beſides almoſt Levelling ma- 
ny Orchards and Groves of ſtout Trees. But 
the greateſt damage done to the City was, the 
violent ovcr- flowing of the Tide, occaſion d 
by the force of the Wind, which flowed an 
extraordinary hcight, and did abundance of 
damage to the Mcrchants Cellers. It broke 
in with great fury over the Marſh Country, 
forcing down the Banks or Sca Walls, drown- 
ing abundance of Sheep, and other Cattle, 
waſhing ſome houſes clear away, and break- 
ing down part of others, in which many Per 
ſons loſt their Lives. It likewiſe drove moli 
of the Ships in Aingroad a conſiderable way 
upon the Land, ſome being much ſharterd, 
and one large Veſſel broke all in pieces, and 
ncar all the Men loſt, beſides ſeveral loft out 
of other Veſſels. To conclude, the Damage 
ſuftein'd by this City alone in Merchandile, 


Heuſes, &c. is Computed to an Hundred 
Thou- 
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Thouſand Pounds, beſides the great Loſs in 
the Country, of Cattel, Corn, Sc. which has 
utterly ruined many Farmers, whoſe ſubſtance 
conſiſted in their Stock aforeſaid. So having 
given you the moſt material Circumſtances, 
and fatal Effects of this great Tempeſt in theſe 
Parts. I conclude | 


Tour (utknown| Friend and Servant, 
Danial James; 
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From Huntſpill i Somerſetſhire, we have the 
following Account from, as we ſuppoſe, the Mi- 
niſter of the place, tho unknown to the Colle- 
(tor of this Work; 


"of A 

"5 HE Pariſh of 7ſpil hath receiv'd 
great Damage by the late Inundation 
of the Salt Water, particularly the Weſt part 
thereof ſuffered moſt : For on the 27th Day 
of November laſt, about four of the Clock in 
the Morning, a mighty Southweſt Wind blew 
lo ſtrong, as (in a little time) ſtrangely 
tore our Sea Walls; inſomuch, that a conſide- 
rable part of the ſaid Walls were laid ſmooth, 
atter which the Sea coming in with great 
Violence, drove in five Veſſels belonging to 
Bridgewater Key out of the Channel, upon 2 
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Wharf in our Pariſh, which lay ſome diſtance 
olt from the Channel, and there they were all 
grounded; it is ſaid, that the Seamen there fa. 
thom'd the depth, and found it about nine Foot, 
which is taken notice to be four Foot above 
our Walls when ſtanding; the Salt Water ſoon 
overflow'd all the Weſt end of the Pariſh, for- 
cing many of the Inhabitants from their Dwel. 
lings, and to ſhift for their Lives: The Wa- 
ter threw down ſeveral Houſes, and in one 
an antient Woman was drown'd, being about 
fourſcore Years old: Some Families ſhelterd 
themſelves in the Church, and there {taid til 
the Waters were abated: Three Window 
Leaves of the Tower were blown down, and 
the Rutt-caſt ſcal'd off in many places: Much 
of the Lead of the Church was dammify'; 
the Windows of the Church and Chance! 
much broken, and the Chancel a great part 


and Walls received great Damage; as allo, 
did ſome of the Neighbours in their Houſes: 
At the Weſt end of the Parſonage Houle ſtood 


a very large Elm, which was four Yards: 
quarter and half a quarter in the Circumfer 


cence, it was broken oft near the Ground by 
the Wind, without forcing any one of the 
Moars above the Surface, but remain d a 
they were before : The Inhabitants (many 0 
them) have receivd great Loſſes in thei 
Sheep, and their other Cattle; in their Com 


and Hay there is great ſpoil made. I gr 1 
wha 


E 
what Information T can give of the Damags 


this Pariſh hath ſuſtain'd by the late dreadful 
Tempeſt. | 


T am, Sir, 
Huntſpill, 


January 6. 1701. Tour humbie Servant, 


Sam. V Vocddcinn. 
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From Minehead i» Somerſetſhire, ond Swan 
zy in Walc® the following Accounts are 10 
be depended upon. 


STR, | 
FT Received yours, and in anſwer to it theſe 
are to acquaint, you, that all the Ships in 
our Harbour except two (which were 23 or 
24 in Number, beſides Fiſhing Boats) were, 
through the Violence of the Scorm, and the 
mooring Poſts giving way, drove from their 


Anchors, one of them was ſtav' d to pieces, nine 


drove Aſhoar; but tis hoped will be all got oft 
again, though ſome of them are very much 
damnified : Several of the Fiſhing Boats like» 
wiſe, with rheir Nets, and other Neze(larics 
were deſtroy'd. Three Scamen were diovn- 
ed in the Storm, and one Man was ſqucez'd 
to Death laſt Wedneſday, by one of the Ships 
at was fort'd Aſhoar, ſuddenly com- 
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ing upon him, as they were digging round 
her, endeavouring to get her off. 

Our Peer alſo was ſomewhat damaged, and 
tis thought, if the Storm had continued till 
another Tide, it would have been quite waſh- 
ed away, even level to the Ground; which 
it ſo, would infallibly have ruined our Har. 
bour: Our Church likewiſe was almoſt all 
untiled, the neighbouring Churches allo re- 
ceived much Damage : 'The Houſes of our 
Town, and all the Country round about, 
were moſt of them damaged; ſome (as | am 
credibly informed) blown down, and ſeveral 
in a great Meaſure uncovereckł: Trees alſo of 
a very great Bigneſs were broken off in the 
middle, and vaſt Numbers blown down ; one 
Gentleman, as he told me himſelf, having 2500 
Trees blown down: I wiſh you good Succeſs 
in theſe your Undertakings, and I pray God 
that this late great Calamity which was ſent 
upon us as a puniſhment for our Sins, may 
be a warning to the whole Nation in general, 
and engage every one of us to a hearty and 
ſincere Repentance; otherwiſe, Im afraid we 
muſt expect greater Evils than this was to 
fall upon us. 


From your unknown Friend and Servant, 
rriſt. Chave. 


Swanzy 
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Swanzy, January 24, 1704. 


., : 
| Receiv d yours and accordingly have made 


an enquiry in our Neighbourhood what 
damage might be done inthe late Storm, thro 
Mercy we eſcap'd inditlerently, but you will 
find underwritten as much as I can learn to 
be certainly true. 

The Storm began here about 12 at Night, 
but the moit violent part of it was about 4 
the next Morning, about which time the 
greateſt part of the Houſes in the Town 
were uncovered more or leſs, and one Houlc 
clearly blown down ; the damage ſuſtain'd to 
the Houſes is modeſtly computed at 200 /. 
the South Iſſe of the Church was wholly un- 
covered, and conſiderable damage done to the 
other Iſles, and 4 large Stones weighing about 
One Hundted and Fifty or Two Hundred 
Pound each, was blown down from the end of 
the Church, three of the four Tron Spears, that 
ſtood with Vanes on the corners of the Tower, 
were broke ſhort off in the middle, and the 
Vanes not to be found, and the Tail of the 
Weather Cock, which ſtood in the middle of 
the Tower was blown off, and found in a 
Court near 400 yards diſtant from che Tower. 
In Cline Wood belonging to the Dake of 
Beaufort near this Town, there is about 100 
large Trecs blown down ; as allo in a Wood 
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on our River belonging to Mr. Thomas Manſel} 


of Brittonferry about 80 large Oakes. The 
Tydes did not much damage, but two 
Ships were blown off our Bar, and by Provi- 
dence one came aground on the Salt Houſe 
point near our Harbour, elſe the Ship and Men 
had periſhed ; the other came on ſhore, but 
was ſaved. I hear further, chat there are ſeveral 
Scacks of Corn over-turn'd by the violence of 
the Wind, in the Pariſhes of Ro and Lar- 
genny in Gower ; moſt of the Thatcht Houſes 
in this Neighbourhuod was uncovered. Sir, 
this you may rely on to be true, 


Tours, &c. 


William Jones. 


—— 


—— — — 


From Grimsby in Lincolnſhire, e fo/ow!n; 
Account is taken for favourable. 


SZ7R, 
Ne late dreadful Tempeſt did not (Bleſſed 
| be God) much affect us on ſhore, ſo far 
was it from ha ing any events more than com- 
mon, that the uſual marks of ordinary Storms 
are not to be met with in theſe parts upon 
the Land. | with I could give as good an Ac- 
count of the Ships then at Anchor in our Road, 
the whole Fleet conſiſted of about an hundred 


Sail 
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Sail, fifty whereof were wanting after the 
Storm. The Wrecks of four arc to be ſecn in 
the Road at low Water they Men all loſt. three 
more were ſunk near the Spurn, all the Men but 
one laved, fix or ſeven were driven aſhoar, and 
got off again with little or no damage. A {mall 
Hoy, not having a Man on Board, was taken at 
Sea, by a Merchant Ship, what became of the 
reſt, we are yet to learn. This is all the Ac- 
count J am able to give ofthe eſtects of the lare 
Storm, which was to favourable to us. 1] am 


Sir, Tour moſt Humbls Servant, 
Tho. Fairweather. 


36%) — — —— ——i·˙A «ua owes, 


From Newport and Haſtings the following He 
counts are chiefly ment:emed to conjirm what 
we have from other Inland parts, and parti> 
cularly in the Letter Vrinted in the Fiilelo- 
phical T ranſailions, concerning the Salt being 
found on the Graſs and Trees, at great dliſlunce 
from the Sea, of which there are very citien- 
tick Relations. 


S IN, 

[| Received yours, and do hereby give you 
the beſt account of what havacu by ul 
late Storm in our Iſland; we have had teveral 
Trees blown down, and many Houles in our 
Town, and all parts-of the Tthand partly un- 
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covered, but Bleſſed be God not one Perton 
periſht that I know or have heard of; nor 
one Ship or Veſſel ſtranded on our ſhores in 
that dreadful Storm, but only one Veſſel 
laden with Tin, which was driven from 
her Anchors in Coruwmal, but was not ftrand- 
cd here till the Tueſday after, having ſpent 
her Main-maſt and all her Sails. On S- 
day night laſt we had ſeveral Ships and 
Veſſels ſtranded on the South and South Weſt 
parts of our Iſland; but reports are ſo various, 
that I cannot tell you how many, ſome tay 7, 
others 8, 12, and ſome ſay 15; one or two 
laden with Cork, and two or three with Por- 
zugal Wine, Oranges and Lemons, one with 
Hides and Butter, one with Sugar, one with: 
Pork, Beef and Oatmeal, and one with Slates, 
Monday night, Tue{day and Wedneſday came on 
the back of ourlland,and ſome in at theNeedles, 
the Fleet that went out with the King of Sp.1/n, 


but it has been here ſuch a dreadful Storm, 


and ſuch dark weather till this Afternoon, that 
we can give no true account of them; ſome 
lay that have been ac the Wrecks this Ati- 
ternoon, that there were ſeveral great Ships 
coming in then: There is one thing I had al- 
moſt forgotten, and I think is very remarka- 
ble, that there was found on the Hedges and 
Twipgs of Trees, knobs of Salt Congeal'd, 
which muſt come from the South and Soutt: 
Weſt parts of our Sca Coaft, and was ſeen 


and taſted at the diſtance of 6 and 10 milcs 
from 
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from thoſe Seas, and this account I had my 
{elf from the mouths of ſeveral Gentlemen of 
undeniable Reputation, 

| Tours, 


Tho. Reade. 


—. — he 


Flaſtings in Suſſex, Fan. 25. x703. 


STR, 
Ou deſire to know what effect the late 
dreadful Storm of Wind had upon this 
Town; in anſwer to your deſire, take the fol- 
lowing Account. This Town conſiſts of at leaſt 
600 Houſes, beſides two great Churches, ſome 
Publick Buildings, and many Shops ſtanding 


upon the Beach near the Sea, and yet by the 


ſpecial Bleſſing and Providence of God, the 
whole Town ſuffered not above 30 or 40 /. 
damage in their _— Churches, Publick 
Building and Shops, and neither Man, Wo- 
man or Child ſuffered the leaſt hurt by 
the ſaid Terrible Storm. The Town ſtands 
upon the Sea ſhore, but God be thanked 
the Sea did us no damage; and the Tydes 
were not ſo great as we have {cen upon far 
lels Storms. The Wind was excceding Boiſte- 
rous, which might ditve the Froth and Sea 
moiſture ſix or ſeven miles up the Country, 
for at that diſtances from the Sea, rhe Leaves 


of the Trees and Buſhes, were as Salt as it 
they 
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6 
they had bcen dipped in the Sea, which can be 
imputed to nothing elſe, but the Violent 


Winds carrying the Frofth and Moiſture fo 


far. I believe it may be eſtecmed almoſt Mi. 


- raculous that our Town eſcaped fo well in 


the late terrible Storm, and therefore I have 
given you this Account. I am 


Sir, your Friend, 


Stephen Gawen. 


8 — ——_— 
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The following melancholy Account from the Tows 
of Brighthemſtone 7x Suſſex is ſent vs. 


S 1 XR, 


: He late dreadful Tempeſt in Novem. 27. 


I 1703. laſt, had very terrible Effects in 
this Town. It began here much about One 
of the Clock in the Morning, the violence of 
the Wind ſtript a great many Houſes, turn d 
up the Leads off the Church, over-threw two 
Windmills, and laid them flat on the ground, 
the Town in general ( upon the approach ot 
Day-light ) looking as if it had been Bom- 
barded. Several Veſſels belonging to this 
Town were loſt, others ſtranded, and driven 
aſhoar, others forced over to Holland and Ham: 
borough, to the great Impoveriſhment of thc 
Place. Derick Pain, Junior, Maſter of the I- 
{izabeth Ketch of this Town loſt, with Fr his 
| | on 
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Company. George Taylor, Maſter of the Ketch 
call'd the Happy Entrance, loſt, and his Com- 
pany, excepting alter Street, who ſwimin 


' thice days on a Maſt between the Downs and 


North Tarmonth, was at Jaſt taken up. Richard 
Hell, Maſter of the Ketch call'd the Richard 
and Roſe of Brighthelm/ton, loſt, and all his 
Company near St. Z7e//ens. Edward Friend, 
Maſter of the Ketch call'd Thomas and Francis, 
ſtranded near Portſmouth; Edward Glover, Ma- 


ſter of the Pink call'd Richard and Benjamin, 


ſtranded near Chiche/ter, loſt one of his Men, 
and he, and the reſt of his Company, forced 
to hang in the Shrouds ſeveral hours. George 
Beach, Junior, Maſter of the Pink call'd Mary, 
driven over to Hamboroumb from the Downes, 
having loſt his Anchor, Cables and Sails. Ho- 
bert Kichener, Maſter of the Cholmley Pink of 
Brighton, loſt near the Roſeant with nine Men, 
five Men and a Boy ſaved by another Veſſel. 
This is all out of this Town, beſides the loſs 
of ſeveral other able Seamen belonging to this 
Place, aboard of her Majeſty's Ships, Trant- 
ports and Tenders. 


6 


From Lymington aud Lyme we have the fols 
| lowing Letters: 


STR, 


Receiy'd your Letter, and have made En- 
quiry concerning what Diſaſters happen'd 
during the late Storm; what I can learn at 


pre- 


5 «4. - > 
* - » * * 
L 6 as * * — ks > 
* 


\ 


6188) 


preſent, and that may be credited, are theſe, 
That a Guernſey Privateer loſt his Fore- top- 
maſt, and cut his main Maſt by the Board, 
had 12 Men waſh'd over board, and by the 
toſs of another immediate Sea three of them 
was put on board again, and did very well; 
this was coming within the Needles. Thar 
fix Stacks of Chimnics were, by the violence 
of the Wind, blown from a great Houle cal['d 
New Park in the Forreſt, ſome that ſtood 
directly to Windward, were blown clear oft 
the Houſe withour injuring the Roof, or da- 
maging the Houſe, or any miſchief to the In- 
habitants, and fell ſome Yards from the Houſe. 
Almoſt 4000 Trees were torn up by the 
roots within her Majeſty's Forreſt call'd New 
Forreſt, ſome of them of very great bulk, o- 
thers ſmall, c. A Ship of about 200 Tun, 
from Maryland, laden with Tobacco, call'd the 
Aſſiſtance, was Caſt away upon Hurſt Beach, one 
of the Mates, and 4 Sailors, were loſt. By the 
flowing of the Sea over Hurſt Beach, two Salt- 
terns were almoſt ruin'd belonging to one 
Mr. Perkins. A new Barn, nigh this Town, 
was blown quite down. The Town reccivd 
not much damage, only ſome Houſes be 
ing ſtript of the Healing, Windows broke, and 
a Chimney or two blown down. Conſidcra- 
ble damages amongſt the Farmers in the ad- 
Jacent Places, by over-turning Barns, Out- 
houſes, Stacks of Corn and Hay, and allo a- 
mongſt poor Familics, and {mall Houſes, = 

| * 
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likewiſe abundance of Trees of all ſorts, eſpe- 
cially Elms and Apple-Trees, has been de- 
ſtroy d upon the ſeveral Gentlemen's, and o- 
thers Eſtates hereabouts. Theſe are the moſt 
remarkable Accidents that I can Collect at pre- 
ſent; if any thing occur, it ſhall be ſent you 
by 


Tour humble Servant, 


Lymington, Feb. 1704. James Baker. 


* 


A True aud exait Account of the Damages done 
by the late great Wind in the Town of Lyme 


Regis, and parts adjacent in the County of 
Dorſet, as followeth, 


1 
/ Mpri. Five Boats drove out of the Cob and 

one Veſſel loſt, broke looſe all but one 
Cabel, and ſwung out of the Cob, but was 
| got in again with little Damage; and had 
4 WE chat Hurricane happened here at High Water, 
the Cob muſt without doubt have been de- 
ul ſtroyed, and all the Veſſels in it been loſt, 

moſt of che Houſes had ſome Damage : Buta 
d great many Trees blown up by the Roots 
in our Neighbourhood, and four Miles to 
; the Eaſtward of this Town: A Guernſey Pri- 
ne *xccr of eight Guns, and 43 Men drove A- 
ON | ſhoar, 
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ſhoar, and but three Men faved of the 43; 
the place where the ſaid Privateer run Aſhoar, 
is call'd Sea Town, half a Mile from Chideck, 
where molt of there Houſes were uncovered, 
and one Man killed as he lay in Bed : This is 
the true Account here, but all Villages ſuffe- 
red extreamly in Houſes, Trees, both Elem 
and Apples without Number. 


Sir, I am your humble Servant, 
Stephen Bowdid ge. 


* 
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From Margate, and the Iſland of Thanet i 
Kent, the following is an honeſt Account. 


STR, 

HE following Account is what I can 
| give you, of what Damage is done in this 
tſhnd in : late great Storm; in this Town 
tardly a Houſe eſcaped without Damage, 
and for the moſt part of them the Tiles 
blown totally off from the Roof, and ſevetal 
Chimneys blown down; that broke through 
part of the Houſes to the Ground, and ſeveral 
Families very narrowly eſcaped being killd 
in their Beds, being by Providence juſt got up, 
fo that they eſcaped, aud none was kill'd ; the 
like Damages being done in moſt little Towns 
and Villages upon this Iſland, as likewiſe 

Barns, 


| ( 191) 
Barns, Stables and Out-houſing blown down 
to the Ground in a great many Farm-houſes 
and Villages within the Iſland, part of the 
Leads of out Church blown clear oft, and 
a great deal of Damage ro the Church it 


ielf; likewiſe a great deal of Damage to 


the Churches of St. Lawrance Minſter, Maun— 
ton and St. Nichola: In this Road was blown 
out one Latehford of Sandwich bound home from: 
Londor, with divers Men and Women paſſen- 
gers all totally loſt: And another little Pink 
that is not heard of blown away at the ſame 
time, but where it belonged is not known : 
here rid out the Storm the Princeſs Aune, Cap- 
tain Charles Gye, and the Swan, both Hoſpita! 
Ships, had no Damage, only Captain Gyc was 
parted from one of his Anchors, and part of 
a Cable which was weigh'd and carry'd after 
him to the River, by one of our Hookers. 
All from 
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From Malden 7» Eſſex, and from: Southampton, 

the ſoliowing ACCOUNTS, ; 

S 1 R, 

8 Y the late great Storm our Damage 
) were conſiderable. A Spire of a Steep! 

blown down: Several Veſſels in this Harbour 
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were much ſhatter'd, particularly one Corti 
Veſſel laden for London, ſtranded, and the Corn 
loft ro the Value of about 500 /. and the Per- 
ſons narrowly eſcaped by a ſmall Boat that re- 
lieyed them next Day: Many Houſes ript 
up, and ſome blown down: The Churches 
ſhatter d, and the principal Inn of this Town 
thirty or forty pound Damage in Tilling: Ac 
a Gentleman's Houſe (one Mr. Moſes Hour 
ton) near us, a Stack of Chimneys blown 


down, fell through the Roof upon a Bed, where 


his Children was, who were drag'd out, and 

they narrowly eſcaped ; many other Chim- 

2 blown down here, and much Miſchief 
one. 


0 * 
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Southampton, February the 7th 1701. 


STR, 

Ours I have receiv'd, in which you de- 

ſire me to give you an Account of what 
remarkable Damage the late violent Storm 
hath done at this place; in anſwer, We had 
moſt of the Ships in our River, and thoſe 
that laid off from our Keys blown Aſhoar, ſome 
partly torn to Wrecks, and three or four blown 
ſo far on Shoar with the Violence of the 
Wind, that the Owners have been at the 
Charges of unlading them, and dig large 


Channels for the Spring Tides to float ** 
off. 
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off, and with much a do have got them off, it 
being on a ſoft Sand or Mud, had but little 
Damage ; we had, God be prais'd no body 
drowned, tho ſome narrowly Eſcape't : As to 
our Town it being moſt part old Building, 
we have ſuffer'd much, few or no Houſes have 
eſcape't : Several Stacks of Chimneys blown 
down, other Houſes moſt part untiled : Seve- 
ral People bruis'd, but none kill'd: Abundance 
of Trees round about us, eſpecially in the 
New Foreſt blown down; others with their 
Limbs of a great bigneſs torn ; it being what 


ou 


we had moſt Material. I reſt, 


Sir, your humble Servant, 


Geo. Powell. 
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We have abundance of ſerange Accounts from 
other Parts, and particularly the following 
Letter from the Downs, and tho every Cir- 
cumſtance in this Letter is not litterally True, 
as to the Number of Ships, or Lives leſt, 
and the ſtile Courſe, and Sailor like ; yet 
I have inſerted this Letter, becauſe it ſeems to 
deſcribe the Ilorror and Conſternation the pnor 
Sailors were an at that time. And b:ca';{e 1018 
is Written from one, who was a5 near in Hie 
Witneſs as any could poſſillæ be, ind ſe fag. 
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SIR, | 
"TT" Heſe Lines J hope in God will find you 

in good Health, we are all left here in 
a diſmal Condition, expecting every moment 
to be all drowned : For here is a great Storm, 
and is very likely to continue ; we have here 
che Rear Admiral of the Blew in the Ship, 
call'd the Mary, a third Rate, the very next 
Ship to ours, ſunk, with Admiral Bea 
mont, and above 500 Men drowned : The 
Ship call'd the Northumberland, a third Rate, 
about 500 Men all ſunk and drowned : The 
Ship call'd the Sterling Caſtle, a third Rate, 
all funk and drowned above 500 Souls: And 
the Ship call'd the Reſtoration, a third Rate, 
all ſunk and drowned : Theſe Ships were all 
cloſe by us which I ſaw ; thele Ships fired 
their Guns all Night and Day long, poor 


Souls, for help, but the Storm being 10 ficrce 


and raging, could have none to fave them: 
The Ship call'd the Shrews/erry that we are in, 
broke two Anchors, and did run mighty 
fierce backwards, within 60 or 80 Yards of 
che Sands, and as God Almighty would hate 
ic, we flung our ſheet Anchor down, whe! 1s 
the biggeſt, and ſo ſtopt: Here we all pray d 
0 God to forgive us our Sins, and to ſave us, 
elle to receive us into his Heavenly King- 
ein. Tf our ſheer Anchor had given way, we 
been all drown'd: But 1 humbly 142 
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God, it was his gracious Mercy that ſaved 
us. There's ong Captain Tanel's Ship, three 
Hoſpital Ships, all ſplit, ſome ſunk, and moſt 
of the Men crown d, 


There arc above 40 Merchant Ships caſt 
away and ſunk 3 fee Admiral Beaumont, 
that was nexr us, and all the reſt of his Men, 
how they climed up the main Malt, hundreds 
at a time crying out for help, and thinking 
to ſaye their Lives, and in the twinkling ot 
an Eve were drown'd : I can give you no 
Account, but of theſe four Men of War aforc- 
ſaid, which IT ſaw with my own Eyes, and 
thoſe Hoſpital Ships, at preſent, by reaſon the 
Storm hath drove us far diſtant from one ano- 
ther: Captain Crow, of our Ship, believes we 
have loſt ſeveral more Ships of War, by rea- 
ton we ſee ſo few; we lye here in great dan- 
ger, and waiting for a North Eaſterly Wind to 
ring us to Portſmouth, and it is our Prayers 
0 God for it; for we know not how ſoon this 
torm may ariſe, and cut us all off, for it is 
(diſmal Place to Anchor in. I have not had 


y Cloarhs off, nor a wink of Sleep theſe 
3 our Nights, and haye got my Death with 
| old almoſt. 

55 Tours to Command, 

” | Miles Norclifles 
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chors out of Helford Haven to the Iſle of Wight 


cas ) i 


1 ſend this, having opportunity by our 
Botes, that went Aſhoar to carry ſome poor If 


Men off, that were almoſt dead, and were ta. Wl + 


ken up Swimming. K 


ke . * — 


The following Letter is yet more Particular e 
Authent ick, and being better expreſt, may | 
further deſcribe the Terror of the Night in t 
this places # | a 


8 
8 1 A 
Underſtand you are a Perfon concerned in 

1 making up a Collection of ſome remark» 
ble accidents that happened by the Violence 
of the late dreadful Storm. I here preſent 
you with one of the like. I preſume you ne- 
ver heard before, nor hope may never hear 
again of a Ship that was blown from her An 


in Jeſs than eight hours, viz. The Ship la 
in Helford Haven about two Leagues aud : 
half Weſtward of Falmouth, being laden wich 
Tin, which was taken on Board from Guagut 


Wharf, about five or ſix miles up Hel th 
River, the Commanders name was Anthony re 
Jenkins, who lives at Falmouth, About eight fe 


Clock in the Evening beforc theStorm begun 
e laid Commander and Mate came on Board 


all 
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ind ordered the Crew that he left on Board, 
which was but one Man and 2 Boys; that if 
the Wind ſhould chance to blow hard (which 
he had ſome apprehenſion of) to carry out the 
{mall Bower Anchor, and moor the Ship by 
2 Anchors, and gave them ſome other orders, 
and his Mate and he went aſhoar, and left 
the Crew aforeſaid on Board; about nine a 
— © Clock the Wind began to blow, then they 
carried out the ſmall Bower (as directed) it 
nd WM continued blowing harder and harder at Weſt 
North Weſt, ar laſt the Ship began to drive, 
in chen they were forced to let go the beſt Bow- 
er Anchor which brought the Ship up. The 
Storm increaſing more, they let go the Kedge 
Anchor, which was all they had to lct go, 
in bo that the Ship rid with four Anchors a head: 
k»W Bcrween eleven and twelve a Clock the V Vind 
nee came about V Veſt and by South in a moſt 
ſent Terrible and Violent manner, that notwith- 


ne. ſtanding a very high Hill juſt to VVindward 
hear of the Ship, and four Anchors ahead, ſhe 
An- was drove from all her Anchors ; and about 
twelve a Clock drove ont of the Harbour with- 
out Anchor or Cable, nor fo much as a Boat 
d leſt in caſe they could put into any Harbour. 
wich In dreadful condition the Ship drove out clear 
agi of the Rocks to Sca, where the Man with 
er che two Boys conſulted what to do, at laſt 


tho reſolved to keep her far enough to Sea, for 
ght WF fear of Deadman's lacach being a point of Land 


gun 93 be- 
oard 


all 
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between Falmonth and Plimoutb, the latter of 
which places they deſigned to run her in, if 
poſſible, to ſave their Lives; the next morn. 
ing in this frighted condition they ſteet'd her 


clear of the Land (to the beſt of their skill) 


ſometimes almoſt under MVater, and Tome. 
times a top, with only the boner of her Fore. 
fail out, and the Fore yard almoſt lower'd to 
the Deck; bat inſtead of getting into P/ymuth 
next day as intended, they were far enouph 
off that Port, for the next morning they {ay 
Land, which proved to be Peverel Point, a lit. 
tle to the Weſtward of the Ie of Miglt; ſo 
that they were in a worſe Conſternation then 
before, for over- running their deſigned Port by 
ſeven a Clock, they found themſelves oſt the 
Ile of Wight ; where they conſulted again what 
co do to ſave their Lives, one of the Boys was 
for running her into the Downs, but that was 
objected againſt, by reaſon they had no An- 
chors nor Boat, and the Storm blowing oft 
ſhore in the Downs, they ſhould be blown cn 
the unfortunate Goodwin Sands and loſt. Now 
comes the laſt couſultation for their lives, 
there was one of the Boys ſaid he had been in 


a certain Creek in the. Ie of Wight, were be- 


tween the Rocks he believed there was room 
enough to run the Ship in and ſave their Lives, 
and deſired to have the Helm from the Man, 
and he would venture to ſteer the Ship into 


the ſaid place, which he according did, where 
there 
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there was only juſt room between Rock and 
Rock for the Ship to come in, where ſhe pave 
one blow or two againſt the Rocks, and ſunk 
immediately, but the Man and two Boys 
jumpt aſhore, and all the Lading being Tin 
was iaved, (and for their Conduct and Risk 
they run they were all very well gratiſied, 
and the Merchants well farisfied. | 


Tour Friend and Servant, 


May 28. 1704. 4 TE = 
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And here I cannot omit that great Notice 
has been taken of the Towns-people of Deal 
' who are blam'd, and I doubt not with too 
much Reaſon for their great Barbarity in neg- 
lecting to ſave the Lives of abundance of 
poor Wretches; who having hung upon the 
Maſts and Rigging of rhe Ships, or floated 
upon the broken Pieces : of Wrecks, had got- 
ten a Shore upon che Goodwin Sands when tlie 
Tide was ut. 


It was, without doubt, a ſad Spectale to 

* behold the poor Scamen walking too and fro 

upon the Sands, to view cheir Foſlures, and 

the Signals they made for help, which, by 

' the Aſſiſtance of Glaſſes was caſily ſeen from 
the Shorg, b | 
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Here they had a few Hours Reprieyg 
but had neither preſent Refreſhment, nor a. 
ny hopes of Life, for they were ſure to he 
* all waſh'd into another World at the Reflux 
* of the Tide. Some Boats are ſaid to come 
very near them in queſt of Booty, and in 
* ſearch of Plunder, and to carry off what they 
could get, but no Body concern'd thetnſelyes 
* for the Lives of theſe miſerable Creatures. 


And yet I cannot but incert what I hayc 
* receiv'd from very good Hands in behalf of 
* one Perſon in that Town, whoſe Humanity 
* deſerves this remembrance, and I am glad 
* of the Opportunity of doing ſome Juſtice in 
* this Caſe to a Man of ſo much Charity in a 
Town of fo little. 


Mr. Thomas Powell, of Deal, a Slop-Sel- 
* ler by Trade, and at that time Mayor of 
*the Town. The Character of his Perion | 
* need not dwell upon here, other than the 
* enſuing Accounts will deſcribe, for when | 
* have ſaid he is a Man of Charity and Cou- 
© rage, thece is little T need to add to it, to 
move the Reader to value both his Perſon, 
* and his Memory; and tho' I am otherwilc 
a perſect Stranger to him, Iam very well 
* pleaſed to tranſmit to Poſterity the Account 
© of his Behaviour, as an Example to all good 
* Chriſtians to imitate on the like Danes 

R © Ho 
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Ho found himſelf moy'd wich Compaſſion 
at the Diſtreſſes of the poor Creatures, whom 


© he ſaw as aforcfaid in that miſerable Condi- 


© tion upon the Sands, and the firſt Thing he 

did, he made Application to the Cuitom- Houſc 

g Officers for the Aſſiſtance of their Boats and 

Men, to fave the Lives of as many as they 
could come at, the Cuſtom Houle Men rue. 

8 ly refus'd, eicher to ſend cheir Men, or co 
© part with cheir Boats. 


Provoked with the unnaruzal Cartiz 
the Cuſtom Houſe Officers, he calls tha 


* People about him; and finding ſome of 


* the Common People began to be more than 


* ordinarily allected with the Diſtreſſes of 
their Countrymen, and as he thought a lit- 


* tle enclin'd to venture; he made a pencrat 
Offer to all that would venture out, chat he 
would pay them our of his own Pocket. 55. 
* per head for all the Men whofe Lives they 
could fave, upon this Propoſal ſeveral offer- 
* ed themſelves to go, it he would furniſh em 
* with Boats, ' 


F inding the main Point cicar, and that he 

* had brought the Men to be willing, he with 
* their Aſſiliance took away the Cultam Houſe 
Boats by Force; and tho” he knew he could 
not juſtify it, and might be brought ini 
Trouble for ir, and particularly if it wers 
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© loſt, might be oblig'd ro pay for it, yet he 
© reſolv'd to venture that, rather than hazard the 
© loſs of his Deſign, for the ſaving ſo many poor 
© Men's Lives, and having Mann'd their Boat 
© with a Crew of ſtout honeſt Fellows, he with 
© them took away ſeveral other Boats from o- 
© ther Perſons, who made uſe of them only to 
© Plunder and Rob, not regarding the Diftreſ- 
© ſes of the poor Men. 3 


* Being thus provided both with Men and 
Boats he ſent them off, and by this means 
bro ght on Shore above 200 Men, whole 


Lives 2 few Minutes after, muſt infallibly 
© ha' been loſt, 


*Nor was this the End of his Care, for 
* when the Tide came in, and 'twas too late to 
go off again, for that all that were left were 
* {willow'd up with the Raging of the Sea, his 
Care was then to relicve the poor Creatures, 
who he had fav'd, and who almoſt dead 
with Hunger and Cold, were naked and 
* itarving, ? 


* And firſt he applied himſelf to the Qucen's 


Agent for Sick aud Wounded Seamen, but 


* he would not relieve them with One Penny, 
* whereupon, at his own Charge, he furniſh'd 
© them with Meat, Drink and Lodging. 


Tlie 
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The next Day ſeveral of them died, the 
Extremities they had ſuffer d, having. too 
much Maſter'd their Spirits, theſe he was 
* forc'd to bury alſo at his own Charge, the A- 
* gent (till refuſing to Disburſe one Penny. 


After their Refreſhment the poor Men af. 

* fiſted by the Mayor, made a freſh Applicati- 

on to the Agent for Conduct Money to help 

them up to London, but he anſwer'd he had 

* no Order, and would Disburſe nothing, 

* whereupon the Mayor gave them all Mo- 

**ney in their Pockets, and Paſles to i 
* Graves-Fud. x 


J wiſh I could fay with the ſame Freedom, ; 
that he receivd the Thanks of the Govern- | 
* ment, and Reimburſement of his Money as 
© he deſery'd, but in this I have been inform d, 


he met with great Obſtructions and Delays, | 
* tho” at laſt, after long Attendange, upon a i 
right Application I am inform'd ie obtain'd N 


the repayment of his Monet, and ſome | 


* ſmall Allowance for his Time ſpdat in ſollici- j | 
ting for it. 0 
| Nor can the Damage ſuftered in the River Wi 
| of Thames be forgot. It was a ſtrange ſight to a" ! 
| * ſee all the Ships in the River blown away, a! 


the Pool was to clear, that, as I remember, 
not above 4 Ships were left between the Up- | 

X per part of Wapping, and Rarcliff Croſs, = "1 
| * the (+l 
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* the Tide being up at the Time when the 
storm blew with the greateſt violence. No 
© Anchors or Landfaſt, no Cables or Moor- 
* ings would hold them, the Chains which lay 
* croſs the River for the mooring of Ships, all 
* gave way. 


* The Ships breaking looſe thus, it muſt be 
a ſtrange fight to ſee theHurry and Confuſion 
ol it, and as ſome Ships had no Body at all 
* on Board, and a great many had nonc but a 
* Man or Boy left on Board juſt to look after 
* the Veſlel, there was nothing to be done, 
© bur to let every Veſſel drive whither and 
* how ſhe would. 


* Thoſe who know the Reaches of the Ri- 
ver, and how they lye, know well enough, 
that the Wind being at South-Weſt Weſter. 
ly, the Veſſels would naturally drive into the 
Bite or Bay from Ratcliff Croſs to Lime-houſe 
* Hole, for that the River winding about a- 
gain from chence towards the New Dock at 
* Deptford, runs almoſt due South Weſt, ſo 
that the Wind blew down one Reach, and up 
* another, and the Ships muſt of neceſſity 


* drive into the bottom of the Angle between 
© both. 


This was the Caſe, and as the Place is not 

* large, and the Number of Ships very great, 
the force of the Wind had driven them ſo in- 
*to 
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© to one another, and laid them ſo upon one 
© another as it were in heaps, that I think 2 
* Man may fafely defy all the World to dg 
* the like. 


The Author of this Collection had the curi- 
* oſity the next day to view the place, and to ob 
* ſerye the poſture they lay in, which neverthe- 
* leſs tis impoſſible to deſcribe ; there lay, by 
the beſt Account he could take, few leſs than 
* 700 ſail of Ships, ſome very great ones be- 
* tween Shadwe! and Limehouſe incluſive, the 
* poſture is not to be imagined, but by them 
that ſaw it, ſome Veſſels lay heeling off with 
the Bow of another Ship over her Waſte, 
and the Stem of another upon her Fore-· Ca 
<ſtle, the Boltſprits of ſome drove inte the 
« Cabbin Windows of others; ſome lay with 
« their Sterns toſſed up ſo high, that the Tide 
© flowed into their Fore-Caſtles before they 
*coud come to Rights ; ſome lay ſo leaning 
upon others, that the undermoſt Veſſels 
* wou'd fink before the other could float; the 
numbers of Maſts, Boltiprits and Yards ſplic 
© and broke, the ſtaving the Heads, and Sterns 
© and Carved Work, the tearing and deſtructi- 
on of Rigging, and the ſqueezing of Boats to 
pieces between the Ships, is not to be reckou- 
ed; bur there was bardly a Vellel to bo 
* ſcen that had not ſuffer'd ſome damage cr © 
* ther in one or all of theſe Articles. 
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There was ſeyeralVeſſels ſunk in this hurry, 
but as they were generally light Ships, the 
damage was chiefly to the Veſſels; but there 
were two Ships ſunk with great quantity of 
Goods on Board, the Re Galley was ſunk 
© at Lime-houſe, being a great part laden with 
Bale Goods for the Szreights, and the Sarah 
Gally lading for Leghorn, ſunk at an Anchor 


" © at Blactwall; and though ſhe was afterwards 


© weighed and brought on ſhore, yet her back 
«was broke, or ſo otherwiſe diſabled; as ſhe 
was never fit for the Sea; there were ſeveral 
Mon drown'd in theſe laſt two Veſſels, but 
« we could never come to have the particular 


0 number. 


Neat Graveſend ſeveral Ships drove on ſhoar 
© below Tillury Fort, and among them five 


* bound for the Weſt /nrlies, but as the ſhoar 


is ouzy and ſoft, che Veſſels tat upright and 
© caſy, and here the high Tides which follow'd, 
* and which were the ruin of ſo many in other 
places, were the deliverance of all rheſe Ships 
© whoſe lading and value was very great, for 
© the Tide riſing to an unuſual height, floated 
© them all off, and the damage was not ſo great 


*as was expected. 


If it be expected I ſhould give an account 


' © of the loſs, and the particulars relating to 
* ſmall Craft, as the Sailors cadl it, in the River 


” If 
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ot is to look for what is impoſſible, other than 
by generals. 


The Watermen tell us of above 500 Wher- 
ties loſt, moſt of which were not ſunk only 
but daſht to pieces one againſt another, or 


* againſt the Shores and Ships, where they 


lay: Ship Boats without number were driven 
about in cvery corner, ſunk and ſtaved, and 
© about 300 of them is ſuppoſed to be loſt. 
* Above 60 Barges and Lighters were found 
driven foul of the Bridge; ſome Printed ac- 
counts tell us of ſixty more ſunk or ſtayed 
between the Bridge and Hammerſmith. 


* Abundance of Lighters and Barges drove 
quite thro' the Bridge, and took their fate 
below, whercof many were loſt, ſo that we 
*Reckon by a modeſt account above 100 
*Lighters and Barges loſt and ſpoil'd in the 
* whole, not reckoning ſuch as with ſmall 
damage were recovered. 


© In all this confuſton it could not be, but 
that many Lives were loſt, but as the Thames 
often times Burics thoſe it drowns, there 
has been no account taken. Two Water- 
men at Black Fryars were drowned, endea- 
' Youring to ſave their Boat; and a Boar was 
*\aid to be Overſet near Fulham, and five Peo- 
ple drown'd : According to the beſt account 
'T haye ſeen, about 22 People were dtowa d 
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* in the River upon this ſad occaſion, which 
* conſidering all circumſtances is not a great 
many, and the damage to Shipping computed 
* with the vaſt number of Ships then in the Ri- 
ver, the Violence of the Storm, and the 
* heighth of the Tide, confirms me in the Truth 
* of that Opinion, which I have heard ma- 
*ny skilful Men own, wiz. that the Ri- 
ver of 7hames is the beſt Harbour of E- 


rope. 


The highth of che Tide, as I have already 
* obſery'd, did no great damage in the River of 
I hames, and I find none ofthe “Levels orMarſhcs, 
* which lye on both ſides the River overflowed 
with it, it fill'd the Cellars indeed at Grarzeſ- 


end, and on both ſides in London, and the 
* Alchoute-keepers ſuffered ſome loſs as to 


their Beer, but this damage is not worth 
* mentioning with what our Accounts give 


us from the Severn ; which, beſides the par- 


© ticular Letters we have already quoted, the 
* Reader may obſerve in the following. what 
* our gencral intelligence furniſhes us with. 


The Damages in the City of Glouceſter they 
* compute at 12000/. above 15000 Sheep 
* drown'd in the Levels on the fide. of rhe 


© Severne, and the Sca Walls will coſt, as theic 


Accounts tell us, 5000 J. to repair, all the 
Country lyes under Water for 20 or 30 
Miles together on beth ſides, and the Tide 

5 ' rol? 
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t roſe three Foot higher than the tops of the 
Banks. | 


At Briſtol they tell us, The Tide fill'd 
their Cellars, ſpoil d rooο Hogſhcads ot Su- 
gar, 1500 Hogſheds of Tobacco, nd the 
* Damage they reckon at 100000 /, Avyuve 80 
people drown'd in the Marthes and River, 
ſeveral whole Families periſhing together. 


* The Harbour at Plimouih, the Caſtle at 


' at Pendennis, the Cathederal ac Clouceſter, 
f the great Church at Berkel;, the Church of 
® St. Stephen's at Briſiol; the Churches at 


| ' Blandford, at Bridgewater, at Cambridge, and 
generally the Churches all over England have 
e had a great ſhare of the Damage. 


I In King Road at Briſtol, the Damage by 
Sea is allo very great; the Canterbury ſtote 


c- Ship was driven on Shoar, and twenty- 

ic WW five of her Men drown'd, as by our account 

at of the Navy will more particularly appear, 
the Richard and John, the George, and the 
* Grace ſunk, and the number of People loſt is 

£ variouſſy reported. | 

c 

che Theſe Accounts in the four laſt Para- 

cle W graphs being abſtracted from the publick 

the Prints, and what other Perſons collect, I 

3” WW defire the Reader will obſerve, are not par- 


P * ricularly 
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1 ticularly vouch'd, but as they are all true 
„ in ſubſtance, they are ſo far to be depended 
: upon, and if there is any millake it relates 


to Numbers, and quantity only. 


1 From Tarmouth we expected terrible 
BW * News, nd every one was impatient till they 
| *ſaw the Accounts from thence, for as there 
© was a very great Fleet there, both of laden 
Colliers, Ruſſia Men, and others, there was 
nothing to be expected but a dreadful De- 

0 *ſtruction among them. 
* Buteit pleas'd God to order Things there, 
that the loſs was not in Proportion like 
what it was in other Places, not but that i 


me 
—— — 
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| was very great too. 

| [2 * The Reſerve Man of War was come in 
1 but a day or two before, Convoy to the 
[ great Flect from Haſſa, and the Captain, Sur- 
18 *geon and Clerk, who after fo long a Voyage 
bw went on Shoar with two Boats to reſrcl 
1 *themſelves, and buy Proviſions, had t 
PF * Mortification to {land on Shoar, and ſee ti 
6 * Ship ſink before their Faces; the foundred 4 * 
fi 0 


* bout 11 a- Clock, and as the Sca went to 
© high for any help to go off from the Shox 
to them, ſo their wn Boats being both © 
Shoar, there was not one Man ſav'd; on: 


* Rufia Ship driving from her Anchors, and 
| \ * run 


— 


U 
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oe * runrfing ſoul of a laden Collier ſunk by his 
*Gde, but ſome of her Men werd ſav'd by 
getting on Board the Collier; three or tour 
mall Veſſels were driven out to Sea, and 
| never lieard of more; as for the Colliers, 
bel © tho moſt of them were driven from their 


* Anchors, yet going away to Sea, we have 
ay not an account of many loſt. 
aden 
* This next to the Providence of God, I give 
De- 8 „ee 8 0 : - . . 

this reaſon for, firſt by all Relations it ap- 
| * pears that the Storm was not ſo violent far- 
* ther Northward, as it was there; and as it 


was not ſo Violent, ſo neither did it conti- 
nue ſo long: Now thoſe Ships, who. found 
they could not ride it out in Jar mouth Roads, 
* but ſlipping their Cables went away to Sea, 
poſſibly as they went away to the Northward, 
* found the Weather more moderate at leaſt, not 
ſo violent, but it might be borne with, to this 
may be added, that cis well known to ſuch 
"as ule the Coaſt after they had run the 
length of Flamiro, they had the beneſit of the 
* Weather Shoar, and pretry high land, which 
if they took ſhelter under might help them 
"very much; theſe, with other Circumſtances, 
made the Damage much leſs than every Bo- 
dy expected, and yet as it was; if was bad 
enough as our Letter from Jul gives an 
Account. At Grimsby it was ſtill worſe as 
to the Ships, where almoſt all the Veſſels 
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were blown out of the Road, and a great 
many loſt. 


At Plymouth they felt a full Proportion of 
the Storm in its utmoſt fury, the Fdy/one has 
been mention'd already, but it was a dou- 
*ble loſs in that, the light Houſe had not 
* been long down, when the Winchelſea, 2 
* homeward bound Virginia Man was ſplit 
* upon the Rock, where that Building ſtood, 
*and moſt of her Men drowned, 


Three other Merchant Ships were caſt a- 
way in Plimouth Road, and moſt of their 
Men loſt: Ihe Mont Man of War rod it 
*out, but was oblig'd to cut all her Maſts by 
the Board, as ſeveral Men of War did in o- 
* ther places. 


* At Portſmouth was a great Fleet, as has 
been noted already, ſeveral of the Ships 
were blown quite out to Sea, whereof ſome 
* were) never heard of more; the Newcaſt!: 
* was heard off upon the Coaſt of S, 
* where ſhe was loſt with all their Men but 
23; the Reſolution, the Eagle advice Boat, 
© and the Litchfield Prize felt the ſame fate, 
© only ſav'd their Men: From Cews ſeveral 
Ships were driven out to Sca, whereof one 
© run on Shoar in Szokes-Lay, one full of So! 
diers, and two Merchant Men have 9 

bcen 


Enn; 
theen heard off, as I could ever learn, abun- 
eat © bance of the Ships ſav'd themſelves by cut- 
ting down their Maſts, and others Stranded» 
but by the help of the enſuing Tides got off 


of again. 
has | 
ou-  * Portſmouth, Plymouth, JVeymouth, and moſt 


not MW *of our Sea Port Towns look das if they 
„2 had been Bombarded, and the Damage of 
plit MW © chem is not caſily compurcd. | 


Several Ships from the Downs were driven 

foyer to the Coalt of Holand, and ſome ſav'd 

ta-: themſelves there; but ſeveral others were 
heir Il © loſt there. 


by W © Ar Falmouth 11 Sai! of Ships were ſtran- 
| 0- MW'ded on the Shoar, but moſt of them got ot 
again. 


In Bar//able Harbour, a Merchant Ship 
' outward bound was over-let, and the ex- 
preſs advice Boat very much ſhatter'd, and the 
Key of the Town almoſt deſtroy'd. 


*'Tis endleſs to attempt any farther De- 

' ſcription of Loſſes, no place was free cither 
by Land or by Sca, every thing that was ca- 
' pable felt the fury of the Storm; and 'tis 
hard to ſay, whether was greater the loſs by 
Sea, or by Land; the Multitude of brave 
5 TI * ſtout 
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* ſtout Sailors is a melancholy ſubject, and if 


there be any difference gives the ſad Bal- 
* lance to the Account of the Damage by Sea. 


*We had an Account of about xx or 12 
Ships droven over for the Coaſt of Holland, 
« moſt of which were loſt, but the Men ſaved, 
* fo that by the belt Calculation J can make, 
© we have not loſt lets than 150 ſail of Vel 
* ſelz of all ſorts by the Storm; the number 
of Men and other damages, are Calculate] 
* elſewhere. 


*We have ſeveral Branches of this Story 

* which at firſt were too caſily credited, nd 

put in Print, but upon more ſtrict cxamins- 
* on, and by the diſcoycrics of Time, ap- 

pear d otherwiſe, and therefore are not ſet 
© down. 


It was in the deſign to have Collected the 
a ſeveral Accounts of the fatal effects of the 
* Tempeſt abroad in Foreign Parts; but as 
our Accounts came in from thence too im- 
* perfect to be depended upon; the Collector 
* of theſe Papers could not be ſatisfied to oficr 
them to the World, being willing to keep 
5 much as poſſible to the Terms of bis Pre- 

: ace. | 
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We are told there is anAbſtract to the ſame 
« purpoſe with this in Fance, Printed at Pars, 
and which contains a ſtrange variety of Ac- 
©cidents in that Country. 


* If a particular of this can be obtained, rhe 
Author Promiles to put it into Engliſh, and 
adding to chem the other Accounts, which 
the reit of the World can afford, together 
with tome other Ad..itions of the Engliſh At> 
fairs, which could not be obtain'd in time 
* heic ſhall make up the ſecond part of this 
Work. | 


In the meen time theReader may obſerve, 
« France felt the general ſhock the Peers, and 
« Ricebank at Pant irt, the Harbour at /Zaver 
de Grace, the Towns of Calais and Bulloigu 
give us ſtrange Accounts, 


All the Veſſels in the Road before Dun 
' #irk, being 23 or 27, I am not certain, were 
daſht in pieces againſt the Peer Heads, not 
one excepted, that fide being a Lee ſhoar, 
"the reaſon is plain, there was no going olf to 
Sea; and had it it been fo with us in the 
* Downs or 7Tarmonth Roads, it would have 
"fared with us in the fame manner, for had 
there been no going oft to Sea, 300 fail in 
' Tarmoath Roads had inevitably periſhr. | 
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At Diepe the like miſchief happened, and 
in proportion Paris felt the effects of it, as 
bad as London, aud as a Gentleman who came 
from thence ſince that time, affirmed it to 
f mc it was much worſe. 


All the N. Eaſt Countries felt it, in Hol- 
* ſa ad our accounts in general are very diſmal, 
© but the Wind not beisg N. W. as at former 
Storms, the Tyde did nor drown them, nor 
© beat fo directly upon their Sca Wall. 


It is not very irrational to Judge, that had 
the Storm beat more to the North Weſt, it 
© muſt have driven the Sca upon them in ſuch 
*2 manner, that all their Dikes and Dams 
*could not have ſuſtained it, and what the 
* conſequence of ſuch an Inundation might ha' 
* been they can beſt judge, who remember the 
* laſt terrible Irruption of the Sca there, which 
* drowned ſeveral thouſand People, and Cattle 
© without number. 


But as our Foreign Accounts were not ſa- 
*tisfactory enough to put into this Collection, 
* where we have promiſed to limit our ſelves 


by juſt Vouchers, we purpoſcly refer it all 


to a farther deſcription as before. 


Several of our Ships were driven over to 

' thoſe parts, and ſome loſl there, and the 
* ſtory of our great Ships which rid it out, at, 
2 1 
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© or near the Ganfleet, ſhould have come in 
gere, if the Collector could have met with an 

© Perſon that was in any of the ſaid Veſſels, 
hut as the accounts he expected did not come 
* in the time for the Impreſſion, they were of 
neceſſity left out. 1 


The Aſſociation, a Second Rate, on Board 
© whereof was Sir Stafford Fairborn, was one 
© of theſe, and was blown from the Mouth of 
the Thames to the Coaſt of Norway, a par- 
* ticular whercof as Printed in the Annals of 
the Reign of Queen Aun's is as follows, 


45 
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An Account of Sir Stafford Fairborne's Djfreſs 
in the late Storm, 


"SIR, 


ER Majeſty's Ship Aſſociation, a ſc- 

cond Rate of 96 Guns, commanded 
by Sir Stafford Fairborne, Vice-Admiral of the 
Red, and under him Captain Richard Canning, 
ſailed rom the Downs the 24th of November 
Jait, in Company with ſeven other Capital 
Ships, under the Command of rhe Honou- 
rable Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, Admiral of the 
White, in their return from Teghorn up the 
River. They anchored that Night off of the 
Long- ſand- head. The next Day ſtruck Yards 


and Top- Maſts. The 27th about three in 


the Morning, the Wind at Weſt South Weſt, 
encreaſed to a Hurricane, which drove the 4/- 
ſociation from her Anchors. The Night was 
exceeding dark, but what was more Dreadful, 
the Ga oper, a very dangerous Sand, was un- 
der her Lee; ſo that ſhe was in Danger of 
{triking upon it, beyond the Power of Mat 
to avoid it. Driving thus at the Mercy of 
the Waves, it pleated God, that about five a 
Clock ſhe paſſed over the tail of the Galloper 
in ſeyea Fathom of Water. The Seca boiſte- 
tous and angry, all in a Foam, was _ re 
Wal- 
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ſwallow her up; and the Ship received at that 
time a Sea on her Starboard-ſide, which beat 
over all, broke and waſhed ſeveral half Ports, 
and forced in the entering Port. She took in 
ſuch a vaſt quantity of Water, that it kept 
her down upon her ſide, and every Body be- 
lievd, that ſhe could not have riſen again, 
had not the Water been ſpeedily let down into 
the hold by ſcuttling the Decks. During this 
Conſternation two of the Lower-Gun-Deck- 
Ports were preſſed open by this mighty weight 
of Water, the moſt hazardous Accident, next 
to touching the Ground, that could have hap- 
pened to us. Bur the Port, that had been 
forced open, being readily ſecured by the Di- 
rection and Command of the Vice Admiral, 
who, though much indiſpoſed, was upon 
Deck all that time, prevented any farther 
Miſchief. As the Ship ſtill drove with the 
Wind, ſhe was not long in this Shoal, (where 
it was impoſlible for any Ship to have lived 
at that time) but came into deeper Watcr, 
and then ſhe had a ſmocther Sea. However 
the Hurricane did not abate, but rather ſeem- 
ed to gather Strength. For Words were no 
ſooner uttered, bur they were carried away 
by the Wind, ſo that although thoſe upon 
Deck ſpoke loud and cloſe to one another, yet 
they could not often diſtinguiſh what was 
ſaid; and when they opened their Mouths, 
their Breath was almoſt taken away. Part 
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of the Sprit Sail, tho fall furled, was blown 
away from the Yard. A Ten-Oar-Boat, that 
was laſhed on her Starboard-ſide, was often 
hove up by the Strengrh of the Wind, and o. 
ver-ſct upon her Gun-Wale. We plainly ſaw 
the Wind skimming up the Water, as if it had 
been Sand, carrying it up into the Air, which 
was then ſo thick and gloomy, that Day light, 
which ſhould have been comfortable ro us, 
did, but make it appear more ghaſtly. The 
Sun by intervals pecped through the corner of 
a Cloud, but foon diſappearing, gave us a 
more inclancholick Proſpect of the Weather. 
About 11 à Ciock ic diſperſed the Clouds, 
and the Hurricane abated into a more made- 
rate Storm, which drove us over to the Bank 
of Flanders, and thence along the Coaſt of 
Flollund and Friefſland to the entrance of the 
Elb, where the 4th of December we had almoſt 
as violent a Storm, as when we drove from 
our Anchors, the Wind at North Weſt, dri- 
ving us directly upon the Shoar. So that 
we mult all have inevitably periſhed, had not 
God mercifully fayourcd us about 10 à Clock 
at night with a South Weſt Wind, which gave 
us an opportunity to put to Sca. But being 
afterwards driven near the Coaſt of Norway, 
the Ship wanting Anchors aad Cables, our 
Wood and Candles wholly expended ; no Beer 
on Board, nor any raing clie in lieu; every 
one reduced to one quatt of Water per Day: 
the 
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the Men, who had been harraſſed at Belle Iſle, 
aud in our Mediterranean Voyage, now jaded 
by the continual Fatigues of the Storms, fall- 
ing ſick every Day, the Vice-Admiral in this 
exigency thought it adviſable to put into Got- 
tenbourgh, the only Port where we could hope 
to be ſupplied. We arrived there the 11th of 
December, and having without loſt of time 
got Anchors and Cables from Copenhagen, and 
Proviſions from Gobtenlou gh, we ſailed thence 
the Third of January, with twelve Merchant 
Men under our Convoy, all loaden with 
Stores for her Majeſty's Navy. The Eleventh 
following we prevented four French Privateers 
from taking four of our Store-Ships. At 
Night we anchored oft the Long-Sand- Head. 
Weighed again the next Day, but ſoon came 
to an Anchor, becauſe it was very hazy Wea- | 
ther. Here we rid againſt a violent Storm, 
which was like to have put us to Sea. But af- 

ter three Days very bad Weather, we weigh- ; 
ed and arrived to the Buoy of the Nore the 23d 
of January, having run very great Risks a- 


mong the Sands. For we had not only con- | 

trary Winds, but allo very tempeſtuous % 
Winds. We loſt 28 Men by Sickneſs, con- ; 

tracted by the Hardihips which they endur'd 4 
in the bad Weather; and had not Sir Stafford a. 
Fairborne by his great care and diligence, got * 
the Ship out of Gortenbourgh, and by that pre- } 
vented her being frozen vp, moſt part of che 3 


Sail- hy 
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Sailers had periſſied afterwards by the ſeverit5 
of rhe Winrer, which is intolerable Cold in 
thoſe parts. 


Of the Damage to the Navy. 


This is a ſhort but terrible Article, there 
©was one Ship called the Jo, which was loſt 
about 3 days before che great Storm oft of 
* Harwich, bur moſt of the Men were ſaved. 


© The loſs immediately ſuſtain'd in the Roy- 
* al Navy during the Storm, is included in 
* the Liſt hereunto annex d, as appears from 
the Navy Books, 


»The damage done to the Ships that 
were fſav'd, is paſt our Power to compute. 
»The Admiral, Sir Cloudefley Shovel with 
the great Ships, had made fail but the day 
before out of tho Downs, and were taken 
© with the Storm as they lay at or near the 
* Gunfleet, where they being well provided 
© with Anchors and Cables, rid it out, tho' in 
great extremity, expecting death every mi- 
© nuts, 


The 
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ALIST of hach of Her Majeſty's Ships, with their Commanders Names, 
as were caſt away by the Violent Storm on Friday Night the 26th of 
November 1703. the Wind having been from the S. W. to W. S. W. 
and the Storm continuing from about Midnight to paſt 


Six in the Morning. 


n 6 


5 ES Daw | 
Rates. | Ships. nee | Guns | Commanders. | Places where | 
| the Storm, Loft. 
Fourth Reſerve 258 54 | Join Anderſon -»— | Yar:nouch Roads [ He: Caprain, Purſer, Maſter, 
| | | | Chyru:geon, Clerk and Sixteen 
Jen were Aſlioar, the reſt 
b crowned. 
fo | 1 
orthumber land 253 70 | James Greenway.) | ———— . 
" Third ö Reſtoration »—— 386 70 Fleetwood — g eee All their Men loft. 
"IJ | 
| Sterling Caſtle — | 349 70 | John Johnſon-— | | Third Lieutenant, Chaplain, Cook 
| | x Chyrurgeon's Mate; four Ma- 
| rine Captains, and ſixty-two 
V- 7 Goodwin Sands Men ſaved. | 
be Mary 273 64 Rear Admiral Only one Man ſaved by Swim- 
Om | | Beaumont, Ed. ming from Wreck to Wreck, 
11 ward Hopſon and getting to the Sterling Ca- 
Fourth.— 4 ſtle ; the Captain Aſþcar, as alſo 
* che Purſer, 
Vigo 212 54 | Thomas Long 
E Holland Her Company ſaved except four 
N — — 59 I2 N 2 3 | 
vice Boat Eagle 42 10 arlian. Boſtock — | Selſey-— — a | 
|" ns ra; eee ſeg 4 70 ä 1 Their Officers and Men ſaved. 
Fourth ] Newcaſtle 233 46 | William Carter. | Drove from Spit. Carpenter and twenty - three Men 
| | | head, ard loſt] ſaved. 
| upon the Coaſt 
| near Chicheſter. 
$toreſhip-— | Canterbu: y 31 8 | Thomas Blake ] Briſtol - Captein and twenty-five Men 
drown'd ; the Ship recover'd, 
| and order'd to be ſold. 
The Bomb · Veſſel | Portſmouth-—— "I George Hawes—— N ore Officers and Men loſt. 


— 9 


— — 


The Van Guard, a Second Rate, was over - ſetat Chatha m, but no Men J ft, the Ship not being fitted out. 
| | | 
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© The loſs of ſmall Veſſels hir'd into the 


© Service, and tending the Fleet, is not inclu- 
ded in this, nor can well be, ſeveral ſuch 
© Veſlels, and ſome with Soldiers on Board, 
* being driven away to Sca,and never heard of 
* more, 


The loſs of the Light-Houſe, call'd the 
© Eddyſtone at Plymouth, is another Article, of 
* which we never heard any particulars other 
than this; that at Night it was ſtanding, and 
*in the Morning all the upper part from 
the Gallery was blown down, and all the 
* People in it periſhed, and by a particular 
tMisforrune, Mr. Wix/tanly, the Contriver 
*of it, a Perſon whole loſs is very much 
regreted by ſuch as knew him, as a ver 
"uſeful Man to his Country: The loſs of that 
* Light-Houſe is alſo a conſiderable Damage, 
*as 'tis very doubtful whether it will be ever 
*attempred again, and as it was a great Security 
to the Sailors, many a good Ship having 
been loſt there in former Times. 


*inform'd, at the ſame time the Light-Houſe 
* aboveſaid was blown down, the Model of it 
in Mr. Wind/taniy's Houſe at Littlebury in 
* Eſſex, above 200 Miles from the Li: bt-ouſe, 
* fell down, and was broken to picces. 

Their 


It was very remarkable, that, as we are 
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There are infinite Stories of like nature 
© with theſe, the Diſaſters at Sea are full of a 
* vaſt vatiety, what we have recommended to 
© the view of the World in this Hiſtory, may 
*ſtand as an Abridgment ; and the Reader is 
© only to obſerve that theſe are the ſhort Re. 
© preſentations, by which he may gueſs at the 
*©* moſt dreadful Night, theſe parts of the 
World ever ſaw. 


Io relate all Things, that report Fur- 
*niſhes us with, would be to make the ſtory 
exceed common probability, and look like 


* Romance. 


Tis a ſad and ſerious Truth, and this patt 
* of it is preſery'd to Poſterity to aſſiſt them 
jn refleQing on the Judgments of God, and 
© handing them on for the Ages to come. 


Of 
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Of the Earthquake. 


HO” this was ſome time after the Storm, 1 
yet as the Accounts of the Storm bring | 
it with them in the following Letters, we can- 1 
not omit it. | th 
The two following, Letters are from the re- 1 
ſpective Miniſters of Boſton and Hall, and relate 10 
to the Account of the Earthquake, which was * 
felt over molt part of the County of Lincoln and 
the Eaſt Riding of Yorkſbere. 2 
The Letter from Hull, from the Reverend 
Mr. Banks, Miniſter of the Place, is very parti- 
cular, and deſerves intire Credit, both from the b 
extraordinary Character of the worthy Gentle- 
man who writes it, and from its exact Corre- \ 
ſpondence with other Accounts. | 


SIR, ö 


Receiv'd yours, wherein you acquaint me 
with a Deſign that (I doubt not) will meet 
with that Applauſe and Acceptance from the 
World which it deſerves ; but am in no capact- 
ty to be any way ſerviceable to it my ſelf, the 
late Hurricane having more frighted than hurt 
us in theſe Parts. I doubt not but your Intelli- 
gence in general from the Northern Parts of the 
Nation, ſupplies you with as little Matter as 
what you have from theſe hereabouts, it having 
deen leſs violent and miſchievous that way. 
Some Stacks of Chimneys were over-turn'd here, 
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and from one of them a little Child of my own 
| was (thanks be to God) almoſt miraculouſh 
preſerv'd, with a Maid that lay in the Room 
with him. I hear of none elſe this way that 
was ſo much as in danger, the Storm beginning 
here later than I perceive it did in fome other 
Places, its greateſt Violence being betwixt ) and 
8 in the Morning, when molt People were (tir. 


ring. 

Phe Earthquake, which the Publick Accounts 
mention to have happen'd at Had and Li;coly 
upon the 28th «/t. was felt here by ſome People 
about 6 in the Evening, at the fame time that 
People there, as well as at Grartham and oth 
Places, perceived it. We have ſome fly ing Sto. 
ries about it which look like fabulous, whoſe 
Credit thereſore I wou'd not be anſwerable tor; 
as, that upon Linzcoln-Heath the Ground was 
ſeen to open, and Flaſhes of Fire to iſſue out df 
the Chaſm. 

1 doubt this Account will hardly be thought 
worth the Charge of Paſſage: Had there been 
any thing elſe of note, you had been very reads 
ly ſerv'd by, 
1 SIR, Tour Humble Servant, 


Baſten, Jan. 8. E. K. 
1703. 


SIR, 


Am afraid that you will believe me ver,, 


rude, that yours, which I receiv'd the E 
of April, has not ſooner recciv'd ſuch an Al. 
ſwer as you expect and delire, and truly I think 


deſerve” 


8 
dcſerve; for, a Deſign fo generous, as to un— 
dertake to tranſmit to Poſterity, A Memorial 
ol the dreadful Effects of the late terrible Tem- 
pelt (that when God's Judgments are in the 
World, they may be made fo publick, as to in- 
MW gage the Iuhabitants of the Earth to learn Righ- 
teouſnels) ought to receive all poſſible Encou- 
ragement. 

Bur the true Reaſon why Lwrit no ſooner, 
was, Becauſe, by the moſt diligent Enquiries 1 
cou'd make, I cou'd not learn what Harm thar 
dreadful Tempeſt did in the Hamber ; neither 
indeed can I yet give you any exact Account of 
it: for, the great Miſchief was done in the 
Night; which was ſo Pitch-dark, that of above 


8 do Ships that then rid in the Humber, about 
„rin Road, very few eſcap'd ſome Loſs or 
a cocher, and none of em were able to give a 


Relation of any body but themſelves. 

The beſt Account of the Effects of the Storm 
in the Humber, that I have yet met with, I re- 
ceived but Yeſterday, from Mr. Peter Walls, 
who is Maſter of that Watch-Tower, call d the 
yurn- Light, at the Humber Mouth, and was 
preſent there on the Night of the 26th of No- 
ember, the fatal Night of the Storm. 

He did verily believe that his Pharos (which 
s above 20 Yards high) wou'd have been 
blown down; and the 'Temreit made the Fire 
in it burn ſo vehemently, that it melted down 
** he Iron- bars on which it laid, like Lead; fo 
hat they were forced, when the Fire was by 
reis means almoſt extinguiſhed, to put in new 
| 2 bars, 
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Bars, and kindle the Fire a-freſh, which they 
kept in til} the Morning Light appear'd : And 
then Peter Walls obſerved about fix or ſeven and 
twenty Sail of Ships, all driving about the 
Spurn- Head, ſome having cut, others broke their 
Cables, but all diſabled, and render*d helpleſs, 
Theſe were a part of the two Fleets that then 
lay in the Humber, being put in there by ſtreſs 
of Weather a day or two before, ſome from 
Neaſſia, and the reſt of em Colliers, to and from 
Newcaſtle, Of theſe, three were driven upon 
an Iſland calPd the Den, within the Spurn in 
the Mouth of the Humber. 

The firſt of theſe no ſooner touch'd Ground, 
but ſhe over-ſet, and turn'd up her Bottom; 
out of which, only one of {ix (the Number of 
that Ship's Company) was loſt, being in the 
Shrowds : the other five were taken up by the 
ſecond Ship, who had ſav'd their Boat. In this 

oat were ſaved all the Men of the three Ships 
aforementioned ( except as before excepted) 
and came to Mr. Malls Houſe, at the Spurs. 
Heaa, who got them good Fires, and all Ac 
commodatiions neceffary for them in ſuch a Di 
ſtreſs. The ſecond Ship having no body aboard, 
was driven to Sea, with the Violence of the 
tempeſt, and never ſeen or heard of more. 
The third, which was then a-ground, vvas (3s 
he ſuppoſes) broken up and driven; for no- 
thing, but ſome Coals that vvere in her, vvas 
to be ſcen the next Morning. 

Another Ship, the Day after, viz. the 27th 
ol N overtber, Way riding in Grimsby Road, and 

Cit 
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the Ships Company {except two Boys) being 
gone a-ſhore, the Ship, with the two Lads in \ 
ber, drive directly out of Humber, and was loſt, ney 
1 tho” *tis verily believ'd the two Boys were ſaved | 
e by one of the Raſſia Ships, or Convoys. | 
r The fame Day, in the Morning, one John it 
„ Baines, a Tarmonth Maſter, was in his Ship, ri- li 
ding in Grimeb) Road, and by the Violence of 4! 
che Storm, ſome other Ships coming foul upon | 
him, part of his Ship was broken down, and 1 
1 
n 
n 


was driven towards Sea; whereupon he ancho- 0 
red under Milnſej- Land, and with his Crew came N 
ſafe a ſhore, in his Boat, but the Ship was ne- 
rer ſeen more. | 
The remainder of the {ix or ſeven and twenty 

Sail aforeſaid, being (as was before obſerved ). 4 
driven out of the Humber, very few, it any ot 
'em, were ever heard of; and 'tis rationaliy be- 
liev'd, that all, or the moſt of them, periihed. 
WM And indeed, altho? the Storm was not ſo vio- 
ent here as it was about Portſouth, Tuirmouth 
) Roads, and rhe Southern Coaſt, yet the Crews 
. of the three Ships above-mentioned declare, that 
they were never out in ſo diſmal a Night as that 
Las of the 26th of November, in which the con- 
d, ſderable Flcet aforefaid rid in Grimsby Road in- 
e the Hamber; for moſt of the 89 Sail broke from 1 
e. their Anchors, and run foul one upon another; 
35 but by reaſon of the Darkneſs of rhe Night, 5. 
o they cou'd fee very little of the Miſchief that 
al 45 done. 

This is the bet Account ] can give you at. | 
th preſent of the Effects of the 2 empe!} in the ( dl 
1d Q 3 Ham- 10 
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Humber ; whereas had the Enquiry been made 
immediately after the Storm was over, a great 
many more of remarkable Particulars might 
have been diſcover'd. 

As to the Earthquake here, tho? I perceiv'd 
it not my felt (being then walking to vilit 4 
ſick Pariſhoner) yet it was ſo ſenſibly falt by ( 
many Hundreds, that I cannot in the leaſt que. 
ſtion the Truth and Certainty of it. 

It happen d here, and in theſe Parts, upon 
Innocent's Day, the 28th of December, being 
Tueſday, about Five of the Clock in the Even. 
ing, or thereabout, Soon after I gave as paiti- 
cular Account as I cou'd learn of it, to that in- 
genious Antiquary Mr. Thorsby of Leeds in Tork- 
{bire, but had no time to keep a Copy of my 
Letter to him, nor have I leiſure to tranſcribe a 
Copy of this to you, having ſo conſtant a Fa- 
tigue of Parochyal buſineſs to attend; nor will 
my Memory ſcrve me to recollect all the Cir- 
cumſtances of that Earthquake, as I ſent them 
to Mr. Thoresby ; and poſſibly he may have 
communicated rhat Letter to you, or will upon 
your leaſt intimation, being a generous Perſon, 
who loves to communicate any thing that may 
be {crviccable to the Publick. 

However, leſt I ſhoud ſeem to decline the 

ratifying your Requeſt, I will recollect, and 
. {er down, ſuch of the Circumſtances of that 
Earthquake as do at prefent occur to my Mc- 
mory. 

It came with a Noiſe like that of àa Coach 
in the Streets, and mightily ſhak'd * mn 
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Glaſs Windows, Pewter, China Pots and 
Diſhes, and in ſome places threw them down 
off the Shelves on which they ſtood. It did ve- 
ry little Miſchief in this Town, except the throw- 
ing down a Piece of one Chimney, Several Per- 
ſons thought that a great Dog was got under 
the Chair they ſat upon; and others fell from 
their Seats, for tear of lalling, It frighted ſeve- 
ral Perſons, and caus'd em tor a while to break 
off their Reading, or Writing, or what they 
were doing. 

They foe but one Shake here: but a Gentle- 
man in Nottinghamſhire told me, that being then 
lame upon his Bed, he felt three Shakes, like 
the three Rocks of a Cradle, to and again. 

At Laceby in Lincolnſbire, and in ſeveral other 
Parts of that County, as well as of the Counties 
of Tork and Nottingham, the Earthquake was 
lelt very ſenſibly; and particularly at Laceby a- 
fore ſaid. There happen d this remarkable Story. 

On Ianccent's Day, in the Afternoon, ſeveral 
Morrice- Dancers came thither from Grimsby; 
and after they had Danc'd and play'd their 
Tricks, they went towards Alesby, a little Town 
not far off: and as they were going about Five 
a Clock, they felt two ſuch terrible Shocks of 
the Earth, that they had much ado to hold their 
Feet, and thought the Ground was ready to o- 
pen, and ſwallow 'em up. Whereupon think- 
ing that God was angry at 'em for playing the 
Fool, they return'd immediately to Laceb in a 
great Fright, and the next Day home, not da- 
ring to purſue their intended Circuit and Van- 
cing. 24 | I tiunk 
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I think tis the Obſervation of Dr. Willis, that 
upon an Earthquake the Earth ſends forth noi. 
ſome Vapours which infect the Air, as the Air 
does our Bodies: and accordingly it has prov'd 
here, where we have ever ſince had a moſt 
ſickly time, and the greateſt Mortal:ty that has 
been in this Place for 15 Years laſt paſt: and ſo 
I believe it has been over the greateſt part of 
England. This, SIR, is the beſt Account I can 
give you of the Earthquake, which had com'd 
{ooner, but that I was deſirous to get likewiſe 
the beſt Account I cou'd of the Effects of the 
Storm in the Humber. My humble Service to 
the Undertakers: and if in any thing 1 am cæ. 
pable to ſerve them or you, pleaſe freely to com- 
mand, | | 
SIR, Tour moſt humble Servant, 

| Ko. Banks, 


We have a farther Account of this in two 
Letters from Mr. Thoresby, F. R. S. and written 
to the Publiſher of the Philoſophical Tranſacti- 
ons, and printed in their Monthly Collection, 
No. 289. as follows, which is the ſame men- 
tioned by Mr. Banks. 


Part of two Letters from Mr. Thoresby, 
F. R. S. to the Publiſher. concerning an 


Earthquake, which happen d in ſome Pla- 


cos of the North of England, the 28th ef 


December 1703. 


O have heard, no doubt, of the date 
L Earthquake that affected ſome part of the 


North, 


% TS Tf: Fr” ' 
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North, as the dreadful Storm did the South. . 
It being moſt obſervable at Hall, I was deſirous k 
of an Account from thence that might be de- iy! 
pended upon; and therefore writ to the very | 
obliging Mr. Banks, Prebendary of York, who 
being Vicar. of Hull, was the moſt ſuitable Per- 
ſon I knew to addreſs my ſelf unto : and he be- f 
ing pleaſed to favour me with a judicious Ac- lit 
count of it, I will venture to communicate it to 5 
you, with his pious Reflection thereupon. As . 
to the Earthquake you mention, it was felt * 
here on Tueſaay the 28th of the laſt Month, | 
which was Childermas Day, about three or 
four Minutes after Five in the Evening, I con- 
* ſeſs I did not feel it my felt; for I was at that 
moment walking to vilit a ſick Gentleman, . 
and the Noiſe in the Streets, and my quick 
Motion, made it impoſſible, I believe, for me 
to feel it: but it was ſo almoſt univerſally felt, 
that there can be no manner of doubt of the 
* Truth of it. 
* Mr. Peers, my Reader, (who is an ingeni- 
* ous good Man) was then at his Study, and 
* Writing ; but the heaviog up of his Chair and 
* his Desk, the Shake of his Chamber, aad 
* the rattling of his Windows, did ſo amaze 
* him, that he was really affrighted, and was 
* forc'd for a while to give over his Work: and 
* there are twenty ſuch Inſtances .amongſt 
* Tradeſmen, too tedious to repeat. My Wite 
* was then in her Cloſet, and thought her Chin: 
* would have come about her Ears, and my Fa- 
e mily felt the Chairs mov'd, in which they were 
litting 
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ſitting by the Kitchen Fire- ſide, and heard ſuch 
© Rattle of the Pewter Windows'asa!lmoſt 
© affriphted them. A GentRwoman not far off 
© ſaid, her Chair lifred fo high, that ſhe thought 
the great Dog had got under it, and to ſave 
© her {elf from falling, ſlipt off her Chair. I 
© ſent to a Houſe where part of a Chimney was 
© ſhakd down, to enquire of the particulars; 
© they kept Ale, and being pretty full of Com- 
© pany that they were merry, they did not per- 
© ceive the Shock, only heard the Pewter and 
© Glaſs-windows dance; but the Landlady's Mo- 
ther, who was in a Chamber by her elf, felt 
© the Shock ſo violent, that ſhe verily believed 
© the Houſe to be coming down (as part of the 
© Chimney afore mention'd did at the fame Mo- 
ment) and cried out in a Fright, and had fallo, 
but that {he catched hold of a Table. It came 
© and went ſuddenly, and was attended with a 
« Noiſe like the Wind, though there was then a 
perfect Calm. 

From other Hands I have an Account that it 
was felt in Beverly, and ſother Places; at South 
Dalton particularly, where the Parſon's Wife 
(my own Siſter) being alone in her Chamber, 
was ſadly frighted with the heaving up of the 
Chair ſhe ſat in, and the very ſenſible Shake of 
the Room, eſpecially the Widows, &'c. A Rela- 
tion of mine, who is a Miniſter near Lincoln, 
being then at a Gentleman's Houſe in the Neigh- 
bourhood, was amaz'd at the Moving of the 
Chairs they ſat upon, which was ſo violent, he 
writes every Lamb of him was ſhaken ; I = 

| tO 
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told alſo from a true Hand, that fo nigh us as 
Selby, where Mr. Travers, a Miniſter, being in 
his Study Writing, was interrupted much as 
Mr. Peers above-mentioned; r minds me 


of worthy Mr. Baz#'s ſerious Concluſion. And 


© now I hope you will not think it unbecomi 
my Character to make this Reflection upon i 

© 12, that Famines, Peſtilences and Earthquakes, 
© are joy ned by our Bleſſed Saviour, as portend- 


ing ſuture Calamities, and particularly the De- 


© truction of Jeruſalem and the Jewiſh State; if 
not the End of the World, St. Matt. 24. 7. 
And if, as Philoſophers obſerve, thoſe gentler 

* Convullions within the Bowels of the Earth, 
* which give the Inhabitants but an eaſie Jog, 
© do uſually portend the Approach of ſome more 
« dreadful Eatthquake ; then ſurely we have 
© Reaſon to fear the worſt, becaufe I fear we 


ſo well deſerve it, and pray God of his infinite 
* Mercy to avert his future Judgments. 


Ince my former Account of the Earthquake 
at Hull, my Coulin Cookfos has procured to 
me the following Account from his Brother, 


who is a Clergyman near Lincoln, viz, That he, 


being abour Five in the Evening, December the 
20th paſt, ſet with a neighbouring Minilter at 
his Houſe about a Mile from Navenvy, they 
were ſurprizd with a ſudden Noiſe, as if it had 
been of two or three Coaches driven furiouſly 
down the Yard, whereupon the Servant was 
lent to the Door, ia Expectation of ſome Stran- 
gers; but they quickly perceived what it was, 
| by 
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by the ſhaking of the Chairs they ſat upon ; they 
could perceive the very Stones move: the great. 
eſt Damage was to the Gentlewoman of the 
Houſe, who was put into ſuch a Fright, that 
{he miſcarried rwo Days after, He writes, they 
were put into a greater Fright upon the Faſt. 
day; when there was fo violent a Storm, they 
verily thought the Church would have fallen up- 
on them. We had allo at Leedes a much great- 
er Storm the Night preceding the Faſt, and a 
ſtronger Wiad that Day, than when the fatal 
Storm was in the South; but a good Providence 
timed this well, to quicken our roo cold Devo. 
clons. 


—— 


Of remarkable „ 


S the ſad and remarkable Diſaſters of this 

Terrible Night were full of a Diſmal Va- 
riety, ſo the Goodneſs of Providence, in the ma- 
ny remarkable Deliverances both by Sea and 
Land, have their Share in this Account, as they 
claim an equal Variety and Wonder. 

The Senſe of extraordinary Deliverances, as 
it is a Mark of Generous Chriſtianity, ſo I pre- 
ſume tis the belt Token, that a good Ute is 
made of the Mercies receiv'd. 

The Perſons, who deſire a thankful Acknow- 
ledgment ſhould be made to their Merciful De- 
liverer, and the Wonders of his Providence re- 
mitted to Poſterity, ſhall never have it to ſay, 
N that 


My — oy fa 
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that the Editor of this Book refusd to admit ſo 
great a Subject a Place in theſe Memoirs; and 
therefore, with all imaginable Freedom, he gives 
ihe World the Particulars from their own 
Mauth, and under their own Hands. 

he arſt Account we have from the Reverend 
Mr. King, Lecturer at St. Martins in the Fields, 
as follows, | 


SIR, 


HE fhort Account I now ſend to ſhew 

the Providence of God in the late Dread- 

ful Storm, (if yet it comes not too late) I had 
from the Mouth of the Gentleman himſelf, 
Mr. Wooagate Giſſer by Name, who is a Neigh- 
bour of mine, living in St. Martin's. ſtreet in the 
Pariſh of St. Martins in the Fields, and a Suf- 


ferer in the common Calamity ; is as follows, 
VIZ. 


Between Two and Three of the Clock in the 


Morning, my Neighbours Stack of Chimneys fell, 
and broke down the Roof of my Garret into the 
' Paſſage going up and down Stairs; upon which, 


I thought it convenient to retire into the Kitchen 


with my Family ; where we had not been above 
a Quarter of an Hour, before my Wife ſent her 
Maid to fetch ſome Neceſſaries out of a Back 
Parlour Cloſer, and as fhe had {hut the Door, 


and was upon her Return, the very ſame In- 


ſtant my Neighbour's Stack of Chimneys, on 
the other Side of the Houſe, fell upon my Stack, 
and beat in the Roof, and fo drove down the 

feveral 


e 
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ſeveral Floors through the Parlour into the 
Kitchen, where the Maid was buried near Five 
Hours in the Rubbiſh, without the leaſt Da. 
mage or Hurt whatſoever : This her miraculous 
Preſer vation was occalion'd (as I afterwards 
with Surprize found) by her falling into a ſmall 
Cavity near the Bed, and afterwards (as ſhe 
declar'd) by her creeping under the Teſter that 
lay hollow by Reaſon of ſome Joices that 
lay athwart each other. which prevented her 
periſhing in the faid Rubbiſh : About Eight in 
the Morning, when I helped her out of the 
Ruins, and asked her how ſhe did, and why 
ſhe did not cry out for Aſſiſtance, ſince ſhe was 
not (as I ſuppos'd ſhe had been) dead, and ſo 
to let me know {he was alive; her Anſwer was, 
that truly ſhe for her Part had felt no Hurt, and 
was not the leaſt affrighted, but lay quiet; and 
which is more, even ilumbred until then. 

The Preſervation of my ſelf, and the reſt of 
my Family, about Eleven in Number, was, 


next to the Providence of God, occaſion'd by 


our running into a Vault almoſt level with the 
Kitchen upon the Noiſe and Alarm of the Fal- 
ling of the Chimeys, which breaking through 
three Floors, and about two Minutes in paſſing, 
gave us the Opportunities of that Retreat. 
Pray accept of this mort Account from 


geb. 12. Jour Humble Servant, aud Lecturer, 
3 R James King, M. A. 


An- 
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Another is from a Reverend Miniſter at 


EIT, I a whoſe Name is to his Letter as fol- 


SIR, 


Thank you for your charitable Viſit net 

long ſince ; I could have heartily wiſh'd 
your Buſineſs would have permitted you 
to have made a little longer Stay at the 
Parſonage, and then you might have taken 
a ſtricker View of the Ruins by the late terrible 
Wind. Seeing you are pleas d to deſire from 
me a more particular Account of that ſad Diſa- 
ſter; I have for your fuller Satisfaction ſent you 
the beſt I am able to give; and if it be not fo 
perfect, and ſo exact a one, as you may expect, 
you may rely upon me it is a true, and a faith- 
ful one, and that I do not impoſe upon you, or 
the World in the leaſt in any Part of the follow - 
ing Relation. I ſhall not trouble you with the 
Uneaſineſs the Family was under all the fore 
Part of the Evening, even to a Fault, as I 
thought, and told them, I did not then appre- 
hend the Wind to be much higher than it had 
been often on other Times; but went to Bed, 
hoping we were more afraid than we needed to 
have been: when in Bed, we began to be more 
ſenſible of it, and lay moſt of the Night awake, 
dreading every Blaſt till about Four ot the Clock 
in the Morning, when to our thinking it ſeemed 
a little to abate; and then we tcl! ailzep, and 


Hlept 


* 
-\ 
* 
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Nept till about Six of the Clock, at which Time 
my Wife waking, and calling one of her Maids 
to riſe, and come tothe Children, the Maid roſe, 
and haſten'd to her; ſhe had not been up above 
Half an Hour, but all on the ſudden we heard 
a prodigious Noiſe, as if part of the Houſe had 
been faflen down ; I need not tell you the Con- 
ſternation we were all in upon this Alarm; in a 
Minutes Time, I am ſure, I was ſurrounded 
With all my Infantry, that T thought I ſhould 
have been overlay'd ; I had not even Power to 
ſtir one Limb of me, much leſs to riſe, though 
I could not tell how to lie in Bed. The Shrieks 
and the Cries of my dear Babes perfectly ſtun'd 
me; I think I hear them ſtill in my Ears, I ſhall 
not eaſily, I am confident, if ever, forget them. 
There I lay preaching Patience to thoſe little 
Innocent Creatures, till the Day began to ap- 
pear. | 
Preces & Lachrime, Prayers and Tears, the 
Primitive Chriſtians Weapons, we had great 
Plenty of to defend us withal ; but had the 
Houle all fallen upon our Heads, we were in 
that Fright as we could ſcarce have had Power 
to riſe for the preſent, or do any thing for our 
Security. Upon our riſing, and ſending a Ser- 
vant to view what {he could diſcover, we ſoon 
underſtood that the Chimney was fallen down, 
and that with its Fall it had beaten down a great 
part of that End of the Houſe, viz. the. Upper 
Chamber, and the Room under jr, which was 
the Room I cholz for my Study: The Chim- 
ney was thought as itrong, and as well built as 
molt 
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moſt in the Neighbourhood ; and it ſurpriz'd the 
Maſon (whom I immediately ſent for to view 
it) to ſee it down : but that which was moſt fur- 
prizing to me, was the Manner of its Falling; 
had it fallen almoſt any other Way than that it 
did, it muſt in all Likehhood have killed the 
much greater part of my Family, for no leſs than 
Nine of us lay at that End of the Houſe, my 
Wife and Self, and Five Children, and Two 
Servants, a Maid, and a Man then in my Pay, 
and fo a Servant, though not by the Lear: The 
Bed my Eldeſt Daughter and the Maid lay in 
joyned as near as poſſible to the Chimney, and 
it was within a very few Yards of the Bed that 
we lay in; ſo that as David ſaid to Jonathan, 
there ſeem'd to be but one ſingle Step between 
Death and us, to all outward Appearance. One 
Thing I cannot omit, which was very remarka- 
ble and ſurprizing : It pleaſed God fo to order 
it, that in the Fall of the Houſe two great Spars 
ſeem'd to fall ſo as to pitch them ſelves on an 
End, and by that Means to ſupport that other 
Part of the Houſe which adjoined to the Upper 
Chamber; or elſe in all Likelihood, that muſt 
alſo have fallen too at the ſame Time. The 
Carpenter (whom we ſent for forthwith) when 
he came, ask'd who plac'd thoſe two Support- 


ers, ſuppoling ſomebody had been there befor 


him; and when he was told, thoſe rwo Spars 
in the Fall ſo plac'd themſelves, he could ſcarce 
believe it poſſible ; it was done fo artificially, 
that he declar'd, they ſcarce needed to have been 
temoved. | 
R 1a 
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In ſſiort, Sir, it is impoſſible to deſcribe the 
Danger we were in; you your ſelf was anEye- 
witneſs of ſome Part of what is here related; 
and I once more aſſure you, the whole Account 
I have here given you is true, and what can be 
attelted by the whole Family. None of all thoſe 
unfortunate Perſons who are ſaid to have been 
killed with the Fall of a Chimney, could well be 
much more expos'd to Danger than we were; it 
is owing wholly to that watchſul Provs 
dence to whom we all are indebted for every 
Minute of our Lives, that any of us eſcaped; 
none but he who never ſleeps nor ſlumber 
could have ſecured us. I beſeech Almighty God 
to give us All that due Senſe as we ought to have 
of ſo great and ſo general Calamity ; that we 
truly repent us of thoſe Sins that have fo long 
provoked his Wrath againſt us, and brought 
down ſo heavy a Judgment as this upon us. 0 
that we were io wiſe as to conſider it, and to ſin 
no more leſt a worſe thing come upon us] That it 
may have this happy Effect upon all the (iniul 
Inhabitants of this Land is, and ſhall be, tbe 
Dayly Prayer of Dear Sir, 


Your real Friend and Servant, 


John Gipps 


Another Account from a Reverend Miniſte 
in Dor ſeiſlire, take as follows, vir. 


SIR 
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$IR, 


S you have deſired an Account of the Di- 

ſaſters occaſion'd by the late Tempeſt, 
(which I can aſſure you was in theſe Parts very 
Terrible) fo I think my ſelf oblig' d to let you 
know, that there was a great Mixture of Mer- 
ey with it: For though the Hurricane was 
irightful, and very miſchievous, yet God's gra- 
cious Providence was therein very remarkable, 
in reſtraining its Violence from an uaiverſal 
Deſtruction: for then there was a Commotion 
of the Elements of Air, Earth and Water, 
which then ſeemed to outvie each other in Miſ- 
chief; for (in David's Expreſſion, 2 Sam. 22. 8.) 
The Earth trembled and quak'd, the Foundations of 
the Heavens mov'd and (hook, becauſe God was an- 
gry : and yet, when all was given over for loſt, 
we found our ſelves more ſcar'd than hurt; for 
our Lives was given us for a Prey, and the 
Tempeſt did us only {o much Damage, as to 
make us ſenſible that it might have done us a 
great deal more, had it not been rebuk'd by the 
God of Mercy ; the Care of whole Providence 
has been viſibly ſeen in our wonderful Preſerva- 
tions, My Self and Three more of this Pariſh 
were then ſtrangely reſcued from the Grave: 
I narrowly eſcaped with my Life, where I ap- 
prehended nothing of Danger; for going out a- 
dout Midnight to give Orders to my Servants to 
ſecure the Houſe, and Reeks of Corn and Pure 
ts from being blown all away; as ſoon as I 
2 mov'd 


? 


ney, and reaching out my Arm for ſome Fewe 


ved from being knock'd on the Head by a Stone 


as ſoon as I had drawn in my Arm, I felt ſome. 


Heard the Stone fall cloſe by my Foot, a third! 


ſome of the Sheaves were carried a Stones Cali, 
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mov'd out of thePlace were I ſtood,T heard ſome. ce" 
thing of a great Weight fall cloſe behind me No 
and a little after going out with a Light, to fee ſhe 
What it was, I found it to be the great Stone Ho 
which covered the Top of my Chimney to keey belt 


out the Wet; it was almoſt a Yard ſquare, and" 
very thick, weighing about an Hundred and") © 


Fifty Pound. It was blown about a Yard of 2 * 


from the Chimney, and fell Edge-long, and eut Flig 
the Earth, about four Inches deep, exactly be. 
- tween my Foot-ſteps ; and a little after, whill 


ſitting under the Clavel of my Kitchen Chim- 
to mend the Fire, I was again ſtrangely preſer- 


of great Weight; it being about a Foot long, 
Halt a Foot broad, and two Inches thick : for 


thing bruſh againſt my Elbow, and preſently 


Part of which was broken off by the Violence 
of the Fall, and skarr'd my Ancle, but did not 
break the Skin; it had certainly killed me, ha 
it fallen while my Arm was extended. The 
Top of my Wheat Rick was blown off, and 


and with that Violence, that one of them, at 
that Diltance, ſtrock down one Daniel Fookes 
late Servant of the Lady Napier, and ſo force 
ably, that he was taken up dead, and to all Ap 
pearance remain d ſo a great while; but at [al 
Was happily recover'd to Life again. His Me- 
ther, poor Widow, was at the fame time mort 


fatalh 


1 
fatally threatned at Home, and her Bed had 


Noiſe awaken'd and ſcar'd her out of Bed; and 
elne was ſcarce gotten to the Door, when the 
Houſe fell all in: The Smith's Wife likewiſe 
being ſcar'd at ſuch a Rate, leapt out of Bed, 
od vich the little Child in her Arms, and ran haſti- 
ly out of Doors naked, without Hoſe or Shooes, 
oe a Neighbour's Houſe; and by that haſty 
Flight, both their Lives were wonderfully pre- 
be. ſerved. The Sheets of Lead on Htton Church, 
ad were rolled up like Sheets of Parchment, and 
blown off to a great Diſtance. At Strode, a 
large Apple Tree, being about a Foot in Square, 
vas broken off cleverly like a Stick, about four 
Foot from the Root, and carried over an Hedge 
about ten Foot high; and caſt, as if darted, 
with the Trunk forward) above fourteen 
ards off. And I am credibly inform'd, that at 
[mood in the Pariſh of Abbotsbary, a large 
Wheat Rick (belonging to one Joffe) was 
ace cleverly blown, with its Staddle, off trom the 
nan Stones, and ſet down on the Ground in very 
good Order. I would fain know of the Atheiſt 
hat mov'd his Omnipotent Matter to do ſuch 
iſchief, &c. 
SIR, I am, 
Tour Aſfectionate Friend and Servant, 
though unknowa, 


Jacob Cole, Rect. of Swyre 
in County of Dorſet. 


R 3 This 


certainly prov'd her Grave, had not the firſt 
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This Account is very remarkable, and wel 
atteſted, and the Editor of this Collection can 
vouch to the Reputation of the Relators, tho 
not to the Particulars of the Story. 


A great Preſervation in the late Storm. 


A Bout Three of the Clock in the Morning, 
"A the Violedce of the Wind blew down 
Stack of Chimneys belonging to the dwelling 
Houſe of Dr. Gideon Harvey, (ſituate in St. 
Martin's Lane over againſt the Street End) on the 
back Part of the next Houſe, wherein dwells 
Mr. Robert Richards an Apothecary, at the Sign 
of the Unicorn; and Capt. Theodore Collier and 
his Family lodges in the fame. The Chimney 
fell with that Force as made them pierce thro 
the Roofs and all the Floors, carrrying them 
down quite to the Ground. The two Families 
conliſting of Fourteen, Men, Women, and 
Children, beſides Three that came in from the 
next Houle, were at that Inſtant diſpos d of as 
follows, a Footman that us'd to lie in the back 
Garret, had not a Quarter of an Hour before re. 
mov'd himſelf into the fore Garret, by which 
means he eſcap'd the Danger: In the Room 
under that lay Capt. Coler*s Child, of To 
Months old, in Bed with the Nurſe, and a Sei- 
vant Maid lay on the Bed by her; the Nurſe' 
Child lying in a Cribb by the Bed- ſide, which 
was found, with the Child fafe in it, in the 
Kitchen, where the Nurſe and Maid likewtk 
found themſelves; their Bed being 3 in 
| 1ece5, 
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Pieces, and they a little bruis'd by falling down 
Three Stories: Capt. Colliers Child was in about 
Two Hours found unhurt in ſome Pieces of the 
Bed and Curtains, Which had fallen through 
Two Floors only, and hung on ſome broken 
Rafters in that Place, which was the Parlour: 
In the Room under This, being one Pair of 
Stairs from the Street, and two from the Kitchen, 
was Capt. Collier in his Bed, and his Wife juſt by 
the Bed ſide, and her Maid a little behind her, 
who likewiſe found her ſelf in the Kitchin a lit- 
tle bruis'd, and ran out to cry for Help for her 
Maſter and Miſtreſs, who lay buried under the 
Ruins : Mrs. Collier was, by the timely Aid of 
Neighbours who remov'd the Rubbilh from her, 
taken out in about Halt an Hours Time, having 
receiv'd no Hurt but the Fright, and an Arm a 
little bruis d: Capt. Collier in about Halt an Hour 
more was likewiſe taken out unhurt. ln che 
Parlour were ſitting Mr. Richards wich his Wite, 
the Three Neighbours,and the reſt of his Fain'ty, 
a little Boy of about a Year old lying in ti HA, 
they all run out at the firſt Noiſe, and eſcag d, 
Mrs Richards (taying a little longer than che t, 
to pull the Cradle with her Child in it along 
witl her, but the Houſe fell too ſuddenly ont, 
and buried the Child under the Ruins, a Ratrer 
fell on her Foot. and bruis'd it a little, at whici: 
the likewiſe made her Eſcape, and brought in 
the Neighbours, who ſoon uncovered the Head 
of the Cradle, and cutting it off, took the Child 
out alive and well, This wonderful Prieterva- 


tian being worthy to be tranſiuitted to Polterity, 


R 4 we 
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we do atteſt to be true in every Particular, 
Witneſs our Hands, | 


Gideon Harvey, 

— 00m | Theo. Collier. 
Ov. 2 . 2% ö | 
ov. 27. 1703 Robert Richards. 


Theſe Accounts of like Nature are particular. 


ly atteſted by Perions of known Reputation and 
Integrity, 


SIR, 


N order to promote the good Deſign of your 

A Book, in perpetuating the Memory of God's 
ſignal judgment on this Nation, by the late 
dreadful Tempeſt of Wind, which has hurl'd ſo 
many Souls into Eternity; and likewiſe his 
Providence in the miraculous Preſervation of ie- 
veral Perſons Lives, who were expos'd to the ut- 
molt Hazards in that Hurricane: I {hall heregive 
you a ſhort but tiue Inſtance of the latter, which 
ſeveral Pet ſoas can witneſs belides my felt; and 
if you think proper may inſert the fame in the 
Book you deiign for that Purpoſe ; which is as 
follows. At the Særacen's Head in Friday Street, 
a Country Lad lodging three Pair of Stairs next 
the Root of the Houſe, was wonderfully pre- 
ſerv'd from Death; for about Two a Clock that 
Saturday Morning the 27th of November, (which 
prov'd fatal to fo many) there fell a Chimney 
upon the Roof, under which he lay, and beat 
it Gown through the Ceiling (the Weight of the 
Tiles, Bricks, & c. being judged by a Workman 
HT” 14 
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to be about Five Hundred Weight) into the 
Room, fell exactly between the Beds Feet and 
Door of the Room, which are not Two Yards 
diſtance from each other, ir being but ſmall: 
the ſudden Noiſe awaking the Lad, he jumps out 
of Bed endeavouring to find the Door, but was 
ſtopt by the great Duſt and falling of more 
Bricks, Cc. and finding himſelf prevented, in 
this Fear he got into Bed again, and remain'd 
there till the Day Light, (the Bricks and Tiles 
ſtill falling between whiles about his Bed) and 
then got up without any Hurt, or ſo much as a 
Tile or Brick falling on the Bed; the only thing 
he complain'd of to me, was his being almoſt 
choak d with Duſt when he got out of Bed, or 
put his Head out from under the Cloaths: There 
was a great Weight of Tiles and Bricks, which 
did not break through, as the Work men in- 
form me, juſt over the Beds Teſter, enough to 
have cru{h'd him to Death, if they had fallen: 
Thus he lay ſafe among the Dangers that threat- 
ned him, whilſt wakeful Providence preſerv'd 
him. And SIR, if this be worthy your taking 
Notice of, I am ready to juſtity the ſame. In 
Witneſs whereof, here is my Name, 


Dec. 3. 170g. Henry Mazers 


A great Preſervation in the late Storm. 


WI Phelps and Frances his Wite, living 
at the Corner of Old Southampton Build- 


ings, over againſt Gray's-lan Gate in Holborn, 
: they 


— 53 peer — — — 


(250 
they lying up three pair of Stairs, in the Back. 
room, that was only lath'd and plaiſter'd, he 
being then very ill, ſhe was forc'd to lie in a 
Table-Bed in the {ſame Room: about One a 
Clock in the Morning, on the 27th of Novem- 
ber laſt, the Wind blew down a Stack of Chim- 
neys of ſeven Funnels that ſtood very high; 
which broke through the Roof, and fell into the 
Room, on her Bed; fo that ſhe was buried a- 
live, as one may ſay: ſhe crying out, Mr. Phelps, 
Ar. Phelps, the Hoaſe is falln upon me, there be- 
ing ſo much on her that one could but juſt hear 
her ſpeak ; a Coachman and a Footman lying 
on the {ame Floor, I ſoon call'd them to m 
Aſſiſtance. We all fell to work, tho' we ſtood 
in the greateſt Danger; and through the Good- 
neſs of God we did take her out, without the 
leaſt hurt; neither was any of us hurt, tho 
there was much fell after we took her out. And 
when we took the Bricks off the Bed the next 
Morning, we found the Frame of the Bed on 
which ſhe lay broke all to pieces. 

| 8 William Phelps. 


Another great Preſervation. 


N A R. John Hanſon, Regiſter of Eaton College, 
V' being at London about his Affairs, and 
lying that dreadful Night, Nov. 26, at the Bell 
Savage Inn on Luagate Hill, was, by the Fall 
of a Stack of Chimneys (which broke through 
the Roof, and beat down two Floors above him, 
and alſo that in which he lay) carried * 
c 


„ 

Bed down to the Ground, without the leaſt 
hurt, his Cloaths, and every thing beſides in the 
Room, being buried in the Rubbiſh ; it having 
pleaſed God ſo to order it, that juſt ſo much of 
the Floor and Ceiling of the Room (from which 
he fell) as covered his Bed, was not broken 
down. Of this great Metcy he prays he may 
live for ever mindful, and be for ever thankful 
to Almighty God, | 


SIR, | 0 


HE Deſign of your Collecting the re- 
markable Accidents of the late Storm co- 
ming to my Hands, I thought my ſelf obliged 
to take this Opportunity of making a publick 
Acknowledgmeat of the wonderful Providence 
| ot Heaven ro me, namely, the Preſervation of 
my only Child from imminent Danger. 
| Two large Stacks of Chimneys, containing 
: each five Funnels, bear throngh the Roof, in 
upon the Bed where ſhe lay, without doing her 
the leaſt Harm, the Servant who lay with her 
being very much bruiſed. There were ſeveral ; 
Loads of Rubbiſh upon the Bed before my Child 
was taken out of it. 
This extraordinary Deliverance I deſire al- j 


j ways thankfully to remember. 

1 was fo nearly touch d by this Accident, that 

1 I could not take ſo much notice as I intended of 

x this Storm; yer I obſerv'd the Wind gradually 
to encreaſe from One a Clock till a Quarter after 

5 Five, or thereabouts: at which time it ſeem'd 
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to be at the higheſt ; when every Guſt did not 
only return with greater Celerity, but alſo with 
more Force. 

From about a Quarter before Six it ſenlibly 
decreas'd. I went often to the Door, at which 
times I obſerv*d, that every Guſt was preceded 
by ſmall Flaſhes, which, to my Obſervation, 
did not dart perpendicularly, but ſeem'd rather 
to skim along the Surface of the Ground ; nor 
did they appear to be of the ſame kind with che 
common Lightning Flaſhes. 

I muſt confeſs I cannot help thinking that 
the Earth it ſelf ſuffer'd ſome Convulſion; and 
that for this Reaſon, becauſe ſeveral Springs, 
for the ſpace of 48 Hours after wards, were ve- 
ry muddy, which were never known to be fo 
by any Storm of Wind or Rain before: nor in- 
deed is it poſſible, they lying ſo low, could be 
affected by any thing leſs than a Concuſſion of 
the Earth it ſelf. 

How far theſe ſmall Hints may be of uſe to 
the more ingenious Enquirers into this matter, 
I {hall humbly leave to their Conſideration, 
and ſubſcribe my ſelt, 


SIR, Jour humble Servant, 
Dee. |. Joſeph Clench, 


Apothecary in Jermyn Street, 
near St. James's. 


SIR, 
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SIR, 


His comes to let you know that I recei- 

ved yours in the Downs, for which I thank 

you. I expected to have ſeen you in London 
before now, had we not met with a moſt vio- 
lent Storm in our way to Chatham. On the 27th 
of the laſt Month, about Three of the Clock in 
the Morning, we loſt all our Anchors and drove 
to Sea: about Six we loſt our Rother, and were 
left in a moſt deplorable condition to the mer- 
cileſs Rage of the Wind and Seas: we alſo ſprung 
a Leak, and drove 48 Hours expecting to pe- 
riſh. But it pleaſed God to give us a wonder- 
ful Deliverance, ſcarce to be parallelV'd in Hiſto- 
ry.; for about Midnight we were drove into 
ſhoul Water, and ſoon after our Ship ſtruck up- 
on the Sands: the Sea broke over us, we expe- 
ed every minute that ſhe would drop to pieces, 
and that we ſhould all be ſwallowed up in the 
Deep; but in leſs than two hours time we drove 
over the Sands, and got ( without Rother or 
Pilot, or any Help but Almighty God's) into 
this Place, where we run our Ship on ſhore, in 
order to ſave our Lives: but it has pleaſed God 
alſo, far beyond our expectarion, to fave our 
Ship, and bring us fate off again laſt Night. 
We {hall remain here a conliderable while to re- 
fit our Ship, and get a new Rother, Our De- 
liverance is moſt remarkable, that in the mid- 
dle of a dark Night we ihould drive over a Sand 
where a Ship that was not half our Bigneſs durft 
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not venture to come in the Day; and then, 
without knowing where we were, drive into a 
narrow place where we have ſaved both Lives 
and Ship. I pray God give us all Grace to be 
thankful, and never forget ſo great a mercy. 
I am, | 


Tour affectionate Friend and humble Servant, 


„el, at Helveyſluce in | - 
Alla Dec. 16. 1703. Henry Barclay, 


SIR, 


Ccording to the publick Notice, I ſend 
vou two or three Obſervations of mine 
upon the late dreadful Tempeſt : As, 

1. In the Pariſh of St. Mary Cray, Rent, a 
poor Man, with his Wife and Child, were bur 
juſt gone out of their Bed, when the Head of 
their Houle fell in upon it; which muſt have 
kilbd them. 

2. A great long Stable in the Town, near the 
Church, was blown off the Foundation entirely 
at one ſudden Blaſt, from the Weſt-fide to the 
Eaſt, and caſt out into the High- way, over the 
Heads of five Horſes, and a Carter feeding them 
at the ſame time, and not one of them hurt, nor 
the Rack or Manger touch'd, which are yet 
ſtanding to the Admiration of all Beholders. 

3. As the Church at Heyes received great Da- 
mage, ſo the Spire, with one Bell in it, were 
blown away over the Church: yard. 

4. The Miniſter of South. Aſþ had a great De- 
liverance from a Chimney falling in upon ar 

Be 


( 255) 

Bed juſt as he roſe, and hurt only his Feet ; as 
bleſſed be God, our Lives have been all very 
' miraculouſly preſerv'd, tho? our Buildings every 
where damag d. You may depend on all, as 

certify d by me, 

Thomas Watts, 

Vicar of Orpington and St. Mary Cray. 


There are an innumerable variety of Delive- 
rances, beſides theſe, which deſerve a Memori- 
al to future Ages ; but cheſe are noted from the 
Letters, and at the Requeſt of the Perſons par- 
ticularly concern d. 


Particularly, 'tis a moſt remarkable Story of a 
Man belonging to the Mary, a fourth Rate Man 
of War, loſt upon the Goodwin Sands; and all 
the Ship's Same ut himſelf being loſt, he, 

by the help of a piece of the broken Ship, got 
a- board the Northumberland; but the Violence 
of the Storm continuing, the Northumberland 
ran the ſame fate with the Mary, and coming 
on ſhore upon the ſame Sand, was ſplit to pieces 
by the Violence of the Sea : and yet this Perſon, 
by a ſingular Providence, was one of the 64 
that were delivered by a Dea! Hooker out of that 
Ship, all the reſt 5 in the Sea. 

A poor Sailor of Brighthelmſto was taken up 
after he had hung by his Hands and Feet on the 
top of a Maſt 48 hours, the Sea raging ſo high, 
that no Boat durſt go near him. | 

A Hoy run on {hore on the Rocks in Mzford 
Haven, and juſt ſplitting to pieces ( as by Cap- 
tain Soam's Letter) a Boat drove by, — 

roke 
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broke from another Veſſel, with no body in it, 
and came ſo near the Veſſel, as that two Men 


jumpt into it, and ſav'd their Lives: the Boy 


could not jump ſo far, and was drowned. 

Five Sailors ſhifted three Veſſels on an Iſland 
near the Humber, and were at laſt ſav'd by a 
Long - boat out of the fourth. . 

A Waterman in the River of Thames lying 
aſleep in the Cabbin of a Barge, at or near 
Black. Fryers, was driven thro' Bridge in the 
Storm, and the Barge went of her ſelf into the 
.Tower-Dock, and lay ſafe on ſhore ; the Man 
never wak'd, nor heard the Storm, till 'was 
Day; and, to his great Aſtoniſhment, he found 
himſelf ſafe as above. | 

Two Boys in the Poultry lodging in a Garret 
or Upper-room, were, by the Fall of Chimneys, 
which broke thro the Floors, carried quite to 
the bottom of the Cellar, and receiv'd no Da- 
mage at all. 


SIR, 


' A T my Return home on Saturday at Night, 
J receiv'd yours: and having ſaid nothing 

in my laſt concerning the Storm, I ſend this to 
tell you, that I hear of nothing done by it in this 
Country that may ſeem to deſerve a particular 
Remark. Several Houſes and Barns were ſtript 
of their Thatch, ſome Chimneys and Gables 
blown down, and ſeveral Stacks of Corn and 
Hay very much diſpers'd; but I hear not of any 
Perſons either kilPd or maim'd. A N _ 
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of ours was upon the Ridge of his Barn endea- 
vouring to ſecure the Thatch, and the Barn at 
that inſtant was overturn'd by the Storm; bur 
by the good Providence of God, the Man recei- 
ved little or no harm. I ſay no more, not know- 
ing of any thing more remarkable. I am ſorry 
that other Places were ſuch great Sufferers, and 
I pray God avert the like Judgments for the 
future. Iam 


Tour real Friend 10 ſerve you, 
Och, Dec. 18. 


1703 | Hen, Marſhal. 


SIR, 
| Have no particular Refation to make to you 

of any Deliverance in the late Storm, more 
than was common with. me to all the relt that 
were in it: but having, to divert melancholly 
Thoughts while it laſted, rurn'd into Verſe the 
CXLVIII Pfalm to the gth, and afterwards all 
the Pſalm; I give you leave to publiſh it with 
the reſt of thoſe Memoirs on that Occaſion you 


are preparing for the Preſs. 
SIR, Tour, &c. 


Henry Squier. 
| I. Verſe r, 2. | 
Allelgjah : From Heav'n 
3 The tuneful Praiſe begin; 
Let Praiſe to God be g 
Beyond the Starry Scene: 
Te Angels ſing 
His joyfal Praiſe; 
Tour Voices raiſe 


Te ſwift of Wing. 8 II. 
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=. 4,4 


Praiſe him, thou radiant Sun, 


The Spring of all thy Light 
Praiſe him thou changing Moon, 
And all the Stars of Night : 
Te Head'ns declare 
His glorious Fame; 
And waves that ſwim 
Above the Sphere, 


Ws v6. 


Let all his Praiſes ſing, 
His ( zocaneſs and his Power, 
For at his Call they ſpring, 
And by his Grace endure; 
That joins em fait, 
The Chain is fram'd, 
Their Bounds are nam'd, 
Aad never pa#t. 


IV. 7,8. 


Thoa Earth his Praiſe proclaim, 
Devouring Gulfs and Deeps ; 
Te Fires, and fire-like Flame, 
That oer the Meadows ſweeps ; 
Thou rattling Hail, 
And flaky Snow, 
And Winds that blow 
To do bis Will. 


Y. 9, 10. 
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V. 9, 10. 


Te Prodigies of Earth, 

And Hills of leſſer ſize, 
Cedars of nobler Birth, 

And all ye fruitful Trees; 


His Praiſes ſhow 


\ 


All things that move, 


That fly above, 
Or creep below. 


VI. 11, 12. 


Monarchs, and ye their Praiſe, 
The num'rous Maltitude ; 
Te Judges, Triumphs raiſe; 
And all of nobler Blood : 
Of ev ry kind, 
And ev'ry Age, 
Tour Hearts engage, 
In Praiſes join d. 


VII. 23, 44 


Let all his glorious Name 
Unite to celebrate; 
Above the Heaven's his Fame; 
His Fame that's only great: 
His Peoples Stay 
And Praiſe is He, 
And &re will be: 
Hallelaj ah. 


8 2 
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The two following Letters, coming from Per- 


ſons 1n as great Danger as any could be, are 


plac'd here, as proper to be calld Deliverances 
of the greateſt and ſtrangeſt kind. 


From on board a Ship blown out of the Downs 
; to Norway. 


SIR, 


I Cannot but write to you of che Particulars 
of our ſad and terrible Voyage to this Place. 
You know we were, by my laſt, riding ſafe in 
the Downs, waiting a fair Wind, to make the 
belt of our way to Port ſuouth, and there to ex- 
pect the Lisbon Convoy. | 

We had had two terrible Storms, one on the 
Friday before, and one on 7 hurſday ; the one the 
18th, the other the 25th of November : In the 
laſt expected we (hou'd have tounder'd at an 
Anchor; for our Ground Tackle being new and 
very good held us fait, but the Sea broke upon 
us ſo heavy and quick, that we were in danger 
two or three times of Fovndring as we rod: 
but, as it pleas'd God we rid it out, we began 
to think all was over, end the Bitternets of 
Death was paſt. 

There was a great Fleet with us in the Downs, 
and ſeveral of them were driven from their 
Anchors, and made the belt of their way out to 
Sea for fear of going on ſhore upon the Goodwin. 
the Grand Fleet was juſt come in from the 
Wreights, under Sir Ciowaſly Shovel; and the 
Great Ships being deſign'd for the River, lay to 
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ewart!: Moſt of the Ships that went out in 


the Night appear'd in the Morning; and I 


think there was none known to be loſt, but one 
Dutch Veilel upcn the Goodwin. 

But the next Day, being Friday, in the Even- 
ing, it began to gather ro Windward; and as 
it had blown very hard all Day, at Night the 
Wind treſhen'd, and we all expected a ſtormy 
Night. We ſaw the Men of War ftrcuk their 
Top-maſts, and rode with two Cables an-end : 
ſo we made all as ſnag as we could, and prepar*d 
for the wort. 

In this condition we rid it out till about 12 a- 


clock; when, the Fury of the Wind encreaſing, 


we began to ſee Deſtruction before us: the Ob- 
jets were very dreadful on every ſide; and tho? 
it was very dark, we had Light enough to ſee 
our own Danger, and the Danger of thoſe near 
us. About One a- clock the Ships began to drive, 
and we ſaw ſeveral come by us without a Maſt 
ſtanding, and in the utmoſt Diſtreſs. 

By Two a clock we could hear Guns fit ing in 
ſeveral Parts of this Road, as Signals of Diſtreſs; 
and tho? the Noiſe was very great with the Sea 
and Wind, yet we could diſtinguiſh plainly, in 
ſome ſhort Intervals, the Cries of poor Souls in 
Extremities. | 

By Four. a- clock we miſs'd the Mary and the 
Northamberlaad, who tid not far from us, and 
found they were driven from their Anchors ; 
but what became of them, God knows: and 
ſoon after a large Man of War came driving 


dawn upon us, all her Malts gone, and in a 


S 3 dread- 


- 
b * 
1 
* 
* 
N * 
\ Li 
* 
71 
2. 
1 
- 
8 - 
+ 
: 
4 
: 
: 
: 
© 
8 
— 
"4 
* 
* 
1 
* 
9 | 
of 
95 
- 
. 


( 262 ) 

dreadſul Condition, We were in the utmoſt 
Deſpair at this ſight , for we ſaw no avoiding 
her coming thwart our Haiſer : ſhe drove at laſt 
Jo near us, that I was juſt gowing to order the 
Mate to cut away, when it pleas'd God the Ship 
ſheer'd contrary to our ExpeQation to Wind- 
ward, and the Man of War, which we found 
to be the Sterling Caſtle, drove clear off us, not 
two Ships Lengths to Leeward. 

It was a Sight full of terrible Particulars, to 
ſee a Ship of Eighty Guns and about Six Hun- 
dred Men in that diſmal Caſe ; ſhe had cut a- 
way all her Maſts, the Men were all in the 
Confuſions of Death and Deſpair ; ſhe had nei- 
ther Anchor, nor Cable, nor Boat to help her; 
the Sea breaking, over her in a terrible Manner, 
that ſometimes ſhe ſcem'd all under Water; and 
they knew, as well as we that ſaw her, that 
they drove by the Tempeſt directly for the 
Goodwin, where they could expect nothing but 
Deſtruction : The Cries of the Men, and the 
firing their Guns, One by One, every Half Mi- 
nute for Help, terrified us in ſuch a Manner, 
that I think we were halt dead with the Horror 
of it. 

All this while we rid with twoAnchors a-Iicad, 
and in great Diſtreſs: To fire Guns for Help, 
I faw was to no Purpoſe, for if any Help was 
to be had, there were ſo many other Objects 
for it, that we could not expect it, and the Storm 
{till encreaſing. | | 

Two Ships, a-head of us, had rid it out till 
now, which was towards Five in the * 

when 
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when they both drove from their Anchors, and 
one of them coming foul of a {mall Pixi, they 
both ſunk together; the other drove by us, and 
having one Malt ſtanding, I think it was her 
Main-Maſt, ſhe attempted to ſpread a little 
Peak of her Sail, and fo ſtood away before it; 
I ſuppoſe ſhe went away to Sea, 

At this time, the Raging cf the Sea was fo 
violent, and the Tempeſt doubled its Fury in ſucli 
2 Manner, that my Mate told me, we had better 
go away to Sea, for twould be impoſſible to ride 
it out; I was not of his Opinion, but was for 
cutting my Maſts by the Board, which at laſt 
we did, and parted with them with as little 
Damage as could be expected, and we thought 
ſhe rid eaſier for it by a great deal; and J believe, 
had it blown two Hours longer, we ſhould 
have rid it out, having two new Cables out, 
and our beſt Bower and Sheet Anchor down: 
But about Half an Hour after Five to Six, it blew, 
if it be poſſible to conceive it ſo, as hard again as 
it had done before, and firit our beſt Bower An- 
chor came Home, the Mate, who felt it give 
way, cried out, we are all undone, for the Ship 
drove; I found it too true, and, upon as ſhort a 
Conſultation as the Time would admit, we con- 
cluded to put out to Sea before we were driven 
too far to Leward, when it would be impoſſible 
to avoid the Goodwin. WES» 

So vve ſlipt our Sheet Cable, and ſheering 
the Ship tovvards the Shore, got her Head about, 
and ftood avvay afore it; Sail vve had none, nor 


Maſt ſtanding: Our Mate had ſet up a Jury , 
| 8.4 Miſſen 
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SR Gras, 
Miſſen but no Canvaſs could bear the Fury of 
the Wind, yet he fiſten'd an old Tarpaulin ſo 
as that it did the Office of a Miſſen and kept us 
from driving too faſt to Leeward. 

In this Condition we drove out of the Dowzs, 
and paſt ſo near the Goodwin, that we could ſee 
ſeveral great Ships faſt a ground, and beating to 
Pieces. We drove in this deſperate Condition 
till Day-break, without any Abatement of the 


Storm, and our Men heartleſs and diſpirited, 


rit'd with the Service of the Night, and every 
Minute expecting Death. 

About 8 aClock, my Mate told me, he perceiv'd 
the Wind to abate; but it blew ſtill ſuch a Storm, 
that if we had not had a very tite Ship, ſhe muſt 
have founder'd, as we were now farther off at 
Sea, and by my Gueſs might be in the mid Way 
between Hurwich and the Brill, the Sea we 
ſound run longer, and did not break fo quick 
upon us as before, hut it ran exceeding high, 
and we having nosail to keep us to rights, we lay 
walowing in the Trough of the Sea in a miſe. 
rable Condition: We ſaw f{everal Ships in the 
fame Condition with our ſelves, but could nei— 
ther help them, nor they us; and one we 
ſaw founder before our Eyes, and all the Peo- 


ple periſh d. 


Another diſmal Object we met with, which 
was an open Boat full of Men, who, as we may 


| ſuppoſe, had loſt their Ship; any Man may ſup- 


poſe, what Condition a Boat mult be in, if we 


were in ſo bad a Caſe in a good Ship: we were 


foon toſt out of their Sight, and what 
0 
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of them any one may gueſs; if they had been 
within Cables Length of us we could not have 
help'd them. 

About Two a Clock in the Afternoon, the 


Wind encreaſed again, and we made no 


doubt it would prove as bad à Night as be- 


fore; but that Gult held not above Half an 


Hour. 

Al Night it blew exceſſive hard, and the next 
Day, which was Sabbath Day, about Eleven a 
Clock it abated, but ſtill blew hard: about three 
it blew ſomething moderately, compar'd with 
the former; and we got up a Jury Main-Mali, 
and rigg'd it as well as we could, and with a 
Main Sail lower'd almoſt to the Deck, ſtood ar 
a great Rate afore it all Night and the next Day, 
and on Teſday Morning we ſaw Land, butcould 
not tell where it was; but being not ina Condi- 
on to keep the Sea, we run in, and made Signals 
of Diſtreſs; ſome Pilots came off to us, by whom 
we were inform'd we had reached the Coaſt of 
Norway, and having neither Anchor nor Cable 
on board capable to ride the Ship, a Normeig ian 
Pilot came on board, and brought us into a 
Creek where we had ſmooth Water, and lay by + 
till we got Help, Cables, and Anchors, by which 
means we are ſafe in Place. 


Tour Hlumble Servant, 


J. Adams. 


From 


5 
Mi 
. 
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From on board the John aud Mary, riding in Yar. 
mouth Roads during the great Storm, but nom 
ia the River of Thames. 


s . 


He of your good Deſign of preſerving 
the Memory of the late Dreadful Storm 
for the Benefit of Poſterity, I cannot let you 
want the Particulars as happen d to us on board 
our Ship. 
We came over the Bar of Tinmouth about the 
having had terrible blowing Weather 
for almoſt a Week, inſomuch that we were twice 
driven back almoſt the Length of Newcaſtle, with 
much Difficulty and Danger we got well over 
that, and made the Highland about Cromer on 
the North - ſide of Norfolk; here it blew fo hard 
the Wedneſday Night before, that we could not 
keep the Sea, nor fetch the Roads of Yarmouth ; 
but as the Coaſt of Norfolk was a Weather- ſhore, 


we hall'd as cloſe Cromer as we durſt lie, the 


Shore there being very flat; here we rode Wed- 
weſday and Tharſaay, the 24th and 25th of Mo- 


Diember. 


We could not reckon our ſelves fate here, ſor as 
this is the moſt dangerous Place between London 
and Newcaſtle, and has been particularly fatal to 


our Colliers, fo we were very uneaſy : I conſi- 


dered that when ſuch Tempeſtuous Weather 
happen'd, as this ſeem'd to threaten, nothing is 
more frequent than for the Wind to ſhift Points; 

and 


Cys. 
and if it ſhould have blown halt the Wind from 
the South Eaſt, as now blew from the South 
Weſt, we muſt have gone a- ſhore there, and 
been all loſt for being embayed ; there we ſhould 
have had no putting out to Sea, nor ſtaying 
there. 

This Conſideration made me reſolve to be 
gon, and thinking on Friday Morning the Wind 
flacken'd a little, I weigh'd and ſtood away for 
Tarmouth Roads; and with great Boating and 
Labour got into the Roads about One in the Af- 
ternoon, being a little alter Flood, we found a 
very great Fleet in the Roads; there was above 
Three Hundred Sail of Colliers, not reckoning 
above Thirty Sail which I left behind me, that 
rode it out thereabouts, and there was a great 
Fleet juſt come from Ruſſia, under the Convoy 
of the Reſerve Frigate, and Two other Mea of 
War; and about a Hundred Sail of Coaſters, 
Hall. Men, and ſuch ſmall Craft. 

We had not got to an Anchor, moor'd, and 
ſet all to Rights, but I found the Wind freſhen'd, 
the Clouds gather'd, and all look'd very black 
to Windward ; and my Miate told me, he 
wild he had ſtaid where we were, for he 
would warrant it we had a blowing Night 
of it. q | x 

We did what we could to prepare for it, 
ſtruck our Top-malt, and {Jung our Yards, made 
all tite and faſt upon Deck ; rhe Night prov'd 
very dark, and the Wind blew a Storm abcur 
Eight a Clock, and held til] Ten, when we 
thought it abated a little, but at Eleven it 
freſhen'd 


þ | 
{4 
i 


our Sight, but I am told ſince the Ruſſia Man 
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freſhen'd again, and blew very hard ; we rid ir 
out very well till Twelve, when we veer'd out 
more Cable, and in about Half an Hour after, 
the Wind encreaſing, let go our Sheet Anchor; 
by One a Clock it blew a dreadful Storm, and 
though our Anchors held very well, the Sea 
came over us in ſuch a vaſt Quantity, that we 
was every Hour in Danger of Foundring : About 
Two a Clock the Sea fild our Boat as ſhe lay 
upon the Deck, and we was glad to let her go 
over board for Fear of ſtaving in our Decks: Our 
Mate would then have cur our Maſt by the 
Board, but I was not willing, and told him, I 
thought we had better {lip our Cables, and go 
out to Sea, he argued ſhe was a deep Ship, and 
would not live in the Sea, and was very eager 
for cutting away the Malt ; but I was loth to 
part with my Maſt, and could not tell where to 
run for Shelter if 1 loft them. 

About Three a Clock abundance. of Ships 
drove away, and came by us; ſome with all their 
Maſts gone, and foul of one another; in a fad 
Condition my Men ſaid they ſaw Two founderd 
together, but I was in the Cabin, and cannot 
fay I ſaw it. I ſaw a Ru{7a Ship come foul of a 
Collier, and both drove away together out of 
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ſunk by her Side. | 

In this Condition we rid till about Three a 
Clock, the Ruſſia Ships which lay a-head of me, 
and the Men ot War, who lay a-head of them, 
fir'd their Guns for Help, but *rwas in vain to 
expect it; the Sea went too high for any Boat 
to 


e 


me i © 
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to live. About Five, the Wind blew at that 
prodigious Rate, that there was no Poſſibility 
of riding it out, and all the Ships in the Road 
ſeem'd to us to drive: Yet ſtill our Anchors 
held it, and I began to think we ſhould ride it 
out there, or founder; whea a Ship's long Boat 
came driving againſt us, and gave ſuch a Shock 
on the Bow that I thougbr it muſt have been a 
Ship come foul of us, and expected to fink all ar 


| once; our Men ſaid there was ſome People in the 


| Boat, but as the Sea went ſo high no Man duſt 
ſtand upon the Fore-caſtle, ſo nv Body could be 
ſure of it; the Boat ſtav'd to pieces with the 
. Blow, and tut away, ſome on One Side of us 
and ſome on the other; but whether our Cable 
receiv'd any/Damage by it or not we cannot 
tell, but our Sheet Cable gave Way immediate- 
ly, and as the other was not able to hold us a- 
lone, we unmediately drove; we had then no 
more to do, but to put afore the Wind, 
u hich we did: it pleaſed God by this Time the 
Tide of Ebb was begun, Which ſomething aba. 
ted the Height of the Sea, but ſt ill it went ex- 
ceeding high; we {aw a great many Ships in the 
ſame Condition with our ſelves, and expecting 
nail; yang to link in the Sea, In this Ex- 
tremity we drove till Daylight when we found 
Ithe Wind abated, and we ſtood in for the Shore, 
land coming under the Lee of the Cliff near 
5.4 bro, we got ſo much Shelter, as that our 
mall Bower Anchors would ride us. 


I can 
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I can give you no Account but this; but ſure 
ſuch a Tempeſt never was in the World. They 
ſay here, that of Eighty Sail in Grimsby Road, 
they can hear of but Sixteen; yet the reſt are al 
blown away, Here is about Twelve or Four- 
teen Sail of Ships come in to this Place, and 
more are ſtanding in for the Shore. | 


Tours, &c. 
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Abundance of other ſtrange Deliverances have 
been related, but with ſo ſmall Authority as we 
dare not convey them into the World under the 
ſame Character with the reſt ; and have there- 
tore choſe to omit them. 


| The CONCLUSION. 


HE Editor of this Book has labour'd un- 

der ſome Difficulties in this Account: 
and one of the chief has been, how to avoid too 
many Particulars,the Crowds of Relations which 
he has been oblig'd to lay by to bring the Story 
into a Compals tolerable to the Reader. 
And tho! ſome of the Letters inſerted are 


* 


written in a _ Stile, and exprelt after the 
Country Faſhion fr 


om whence they came, the 
Author choſe to make them ſpeak their own 
Language, rather than by dreſſing them in other 


Words make the Authors forget they were their 
own. 


We 


8 
C 
C 


( 271) 
We receiv'd a Letter, very particular, rela- 


ting to the Biſhop of Bath and Wells, and refle- 
ing upon his Lordſhip for ſome Words he 


ſpoke, That he had rather have his Brains knochd 


out, than &c. relating to his Interiour Clergy. 
The Gentleman takes the Diſaſter for a Judg- 
ment of God on him: But as in his Letter the 
Perſon owns himſelf the Biſhop's Enemy, fills 
his Letter with ſome Reflexions indecent, at 
leaſt for us: and at laſt, tho' he dates from So- 
merton, yet baulks ſetting his Name to his Let- 
ter: for theſe Reaſons we could not fatisfie to 
record the Matter, and leave a Charge on the 
Name of that unfortunate Gentleman, which, 


he being dead, could not anſwer, and we alive 


could not prove. And on theſe Accounts hope 
the Reverend Gentleman who ſent the Letter 
will excuſe Us. 

Alſo we have omitted, tho? our Liſt of Parti- 
culars promis'd ſuch a thing, An Account of 
{ome unthinking Wretches, who paſs'd over this 
dreadful Judgment with Banter, Scoffing, and 
Contempt. Tis a Subject ungrateful to recite, 
and ſull of Horror to read; and we had much 
rather cover ſuch Actions with a general Blank 
in Charity to the Offenders, and in hopes of their 
Amendment. 

One unhappy Accident I cannot omit, and 
which is brought us from good Hands, and hap- 
pen'd in a Ship homeward bound from the V. 
Inaies, The Ship was in the utmoſt Danger of 
Foundring ; and when the Malter ſaw all, as 
he thought, loft, his Maſts gone, the Ship leaky, 


and 
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and expecting her every moment to ſink under 
him, fild with Deſpair, he calls to him the 
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